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ustin Hawkins jokes he’ll “blackmail” Ed
Sheeran with a photo taken after their football
match. The Darkness teamed up against the
‘Shape of You’ hitmaker and members of his

crew as they supported him during his run of hometown
shows in Ipswich last month, and the ‘I Believe In A Thing
Called Love’ singer admitted the pair “swapped shirts” at
the end and posed for a snap in their rival team’s colors.
Reflecting on the shows, he exclusively told BANG
Showbiz: “It started off as a lovely kickabout and then
when the whistle went, it became quite a stern test! I think
everybody was taking it very seriously! “But I was grateful
for the chance to play, because how many times do you
get to play to tens of thousands of people in your home
county, and have a good kickabout on the day as well? It
was great day, I really enjoyed it. “And the funny thing was
me and Ed swapped shirts at the end too. There is a photo
that’s not been published - nor will ever be published - of

me in an Ipswich shirt and him in a Norwich shirt. “You’ll
never see that picture, it will never surface... I’m using it, I
might use it to blackmail him!” Justin and his bandmates -
brother Dan Hawkins, Frankie Poullain and Rufus ‘Tiger’
Taylor - are just three weeks away from releasing new
album ‘Easter Is Cancelled’ on October 4, and the 44-
year-old rocker relished in the freedom of writing a more
diverse record than ever. He said: “It’s kind of like a con-
cept album. The only thread necessary is my voice and the
guitar, the recognizable voice of our guitar playing.
“Beyond that, anything goes - so every time you get a
song in keeping with the themes we wanted to explore on
the album, you just take it to its natural conclusion.” The
collection also features a lot of Justin’s trademark world-
play, and he admitted he spends a lot of time obsessing
over single words - such as new single ‘Heart Explodes’
which features the phrase “standing in the weather”. He
added: “You can keep it vague, I think ‘weather’ is a good

one because we’re all subjected to it everyday. You’re
either observing it from the inside, or you’re marking on it,
or you’re standing in it. The point of saying ‘weather’ and
not saying ‘rain’ or ‘a blizzard’ or whatever is it doesn’t
matter what it is. “The fact is, you’re enduring it and the
reason you’re there rather than the thing itself. The focus
has to be on why you’re there, and not what’s happening
there - you know what I mean?” The next challenge for
The Darkness will be finding out how the new tracks fit
into their live show, but Justin has reassured fans that
some parts of their performance are here to stay. He said:
“We’ve got to provide the classic Darkness experience
while finding a way to accommodate this new material so
it doesn’t stick out like a sore thumb.  “We’re having to
decide how we’ll present it - it definitely won’t look the
way it used to. Having said that, I will be wearing jump-
suits - there are some things that must remain.”
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i l l ie Eilish will  donate part of her Music
Midtown festival fee to Planned Parenthood.
The 17-year-old singer is set to perform at the
star-studded festival in Atlanta, Georgia, this

weekend, and has said she will be giving part of her guar-
antee to Planned Parenthood Southeast, after the state of
Georgia imposed new laws which restricted the circum-
stances in which women are legally able to have an abor-
tion. Taking to her Instagram Story, the ‘Bad Guy’ hitmak-
er wrote: “ATLANTA. one of my favorite places in the
world, to be in, and play shows. but i do not love the
state’s lawmaker’s decision to take away women’s rights. i
still cannot believe we are even having this conversation
in 2019. i’m dedicating my performance and donating a
portion of my guarantee tomorrow to @plannedparent-
hood. we need this organization more than ever. swipe up
to learn more and join me to sign the petition, and if you
have any spare change, donate. (sic)” Last month, Billie
was among 136 artists who joined Planned Parenthood to
protest laws in states across the US restricting access to
abortion, as part of the Bans Off My Body campaign.
Back in May, Georgia Governor Brian Kemp signed one of
the country’s most restrictive abortion laws, banning
abortion after six weeks of pregnancy, the time when
doctors can usually start detecting a heartbeat.
Meanwhile, Billie recently said being “strong-willed” has
helped her to avoid being “used and manipulated” in the
music industry. She explained: “There has been a whole
world of young, especially female artists, and every artist
(not just young) being used and manipulated by the
stereotypical label or industry. “There’s kind of this weird
name on everything now where it’s like, people expect
that. “I remember the first time I had any sort of meeting
with a label or management, I was 13. I think the only
people that didn’t look at me like I was going to have a
horrible career were the people that I ended up working
with. Everyone was just like, ‘Oh, you’re 13, yikes, you’re
going to be used,’ and this and that.  “And I am like, ‘Yo,
y’all are the people that would use me in the situation you
are talking about.’ So, I don’t know what that is supposed
to mean. The only people who didn’t say that s**t were
the people that I felt an energy and connection with.”

harli XCX says her new album ‘Charli’ is
her “most personal album” so far. The 27-
year-old singer released her third studio
album on Friday and has said the record -

which comes after two mixtapes, ‘Number 1 Angel’
and ‘Pop 2’, were released in 2017 - explores her
“insecurities” in a way that none of her previous
work has done. She said: “[The record is] my most
personal album yet. It’s [a record] where I talk a lot
more about my insecurities and my thoughts that go
on in my head every day about the position I’m in as
a person and as an artist.” And whilst Charli origi-
nally planned to put out a third mixtape, she felt as
though ‘Charli’ was more like a full-length project.
She added: “With ‘Pop 2’, I felt the solidifying of my
fan base and was more connected to my fans than
ever before. I thought that they might want an album
from me. So I didn’t want to deprive them of it. I just
felt confident enough to put one out.” But the ‘Flash
Pose’ singer admits there isn’t much difference
between an album and a mixtape, except for the
“pressure” that comes with releasing a full album.
Charli - who last released an album in the form of
2014’s ‘Sucker’ - said: “When you’re signed to a
major label and you want to release an album,
there’s a lot of pressure that’s attached with the
word ‘album’ including sales, streams, expectations,
and goals. I just wanted to put stuff out without this
expectation attached to it.” The ‘Boom Clap’ hitmak-
er no longer “cares” about commercial success, and
would rather just have the “creative freedom” to do
her own thing. She told Entertainment Weekly mag-
azine: “I used to think of [commercial success] all
the time once I had the taste of what a big success-
ful hit could feel like, but I feel like there’s a lot of
creative freedom in not caring.”

uppence Middleton went head-to-head with
some of her friends to land her role in
‘Downton Abbey’. The 32-year-old actress has
joined the cast of the big screen spin-off of the

period drama as Lady Bagshaw (Imelda Staunton)’s ser-
vant Lucy and though she liked seeing familiar faces in
the audition room, she also knew it would be a little bit
harder to win the part. She said: “It’s quite a small world.
You check in when you arrive for an audition and some-
times you can see five of your friends there too. “You
think, ‘Oh they’re brilliant, they’re going to get it.’ “It’s
lovely to be going through the same thing, but also it
means you rarely think it’s in the bag.” Tuppence admitted
it was daunting joining such a well-known cast - so she
was grateful for the fact she doesn’t have perfect vision
when she attended the first script read. She explained in
an interview with Grazia magazine: “It didn’t really hit me
until we had the read-through. “We did it in a warehouse
space, at some kind of studio, and they needed it to be so
big because there were just so many people. “I’m quite
short-sighted, I could barely see across the table. I would
have been quite intimidated otherwise, with all of these
faces that I’ve grown up watching and loving.” But the
actress had nothing to worry about as she was quickly
put at ease by the returning cast members. She said:
“They made all of us newbies feel like part of the family. “I
didn’t feel at all isolated or that it was cliquey.”
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ichael Fassbender is set to star in ‘Next
Goal Wins’. The 42-year-old actor is in
negotiations for a lead role in the
upcoming soccer themed sports comedy

drama, which is being directed by Taika Waititi.
According to The Hollywood Reporter, ‘Next Goal
Wins’ is based on a 2014 British documentary of
the same name from Mike Brett and Steve Jamison,
and tells the story of the national football team of
American Samoa and their coach, Thomas Rongen,
as they try to transform from perennial losers into a
FIFA World Cup-qualifying outfit.  Michael is being
lined up to star as the coach, while casting calls
have been sent out to Samoans to play the team
members. Filmmaker Taika co-wrote the script for
the project alongside Iain Morris, and will work on
the project before embarking on Marvel’s fourth
‘Thor’ movie, ‘Love & Thunder’. Original documen-
tary makers Mike and Steve will produce the
movie, with the help of Jonathan Cavendish, as well
as Garrett Basch and Andy Serkis, whose
Imaginarium Productions originally optioned the
rights to the documentary. For Michael, the casting
opportunity comes after it was recently revealed
he’s working on his own spy franchise, after previ-
ously being one of the names rumored to take over
the role of James Bond when Daniel Craig departs
the 007 franchise after next year’s ‘No Time To
Die’. The actor is set to star in and produce the spy
thriller ‘Malko’, where he will take on the titular role
of spy Malko Linge in the upcoming film based on
Gerard de Villiers’ action novel series ‘S.A.S’, which
has been acquired by Lionsgate. Michael was last
in theatres to reprise his role of Magneto in X-Men
movie ‘Dark Phoenix’, and will next appear in
comedic action thriller ‘Kung Fury 2’.

manda Seyfried is set to star in ‘Things Heard &
Seen’. The 33-year-old actress is reportedly in
negotiations to star in the upcoming supernat-
ural thriller, which is being set up at Netflix,

according to The Hollywood Reporter. If Amanda bags the
role, she will play one half of a young couple who move to
a farm near a small town in upstate New York. Their new
home is cursed by the murder of its former owners and as
haunted secrets reveal themselves, the husband and wife’s
own marriage reveals itself to have a darkness of its own.
Amanda’s character is also said to be struggling to adjust
to the small-town life when she comes to believe her
house is haunted. ‘Things Heard & Seen’ is an adaptation
of a book named ‘All Things Cease to Appear’ by Elizabeth
Brundage, and sources tell The Hollywood Reporter that
the tone of the movie will be similar to Netflix’s acclaimed
series ‘The Haunting of Hill House’. Production is set to
begin later this fall, and the project will be co-directed by
Shari Springer Berman and Robert Pulcini - who were
nominated for an Oscar for ‘American Splendor’ - who also
wrote the script. Anthony Bregman is set to produce,
alongside Stefanie Azpiazu, Peter Cron and Julie Cohen.
For Amanda, the role comes as she was recently
announced to have also picked up a role in feature drama
‘A Mouthful of Air’, which also stars Finn Wittrock, Amy
Irving, Jennifer Carpenter, and Paul Giamatti. The movie is
based on Amy Koppelman’s 2003 book of the same name,
and the author will also direct the feature. The script
examines the relationship between the creative process
and mental illness, and Amanda will star as Julie, a new
mother and children’s book author, who escapes into the
bright Crayola colored world of her creation in order to
leave behind the darkness caused by her post partum
depression.
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hoebe Waller-Bridge wants to bring “spice” to
‘No Time To Die’. The ‘Fleabag’ creator has
been brought on board to help with the script
on Cary Fukunaga’s ‘Bond 25’ and hopes she’s

helped craft some strong female characters in the upcom-
ing film. Asked about working on the film, she told Britain’s
OK! magazine: “[It’s been] fantastic. I’m really excited to
be a part of it. “I can’t say a huge amount, but in Daniel
Craig’s tenure as Bond, there have been some amazing
female characters and I hope to continue that. “I hope to
bring whatever spice I can to it.” Phoebe admitted current
Bond, Daniel Craig, has always been one of her favorites.
She said: “Growing up, it was Sean Connery. But the actor
I really focused on was Daniel Craig, especially when
‘Casino Royale’ first hit. There was a romance at the heart
of it. He does terrible things, but for the right reasons”. The
34-year-old star recently compared Bond with another of
her creations, ‘Killing Eve’ assassin Villanelle.  She said:
“There’s something about James Bond that always
intrigued me in a similar way that Villanelle did. They live a
fantasy! But it’s a life none of us would ever want, if we’re
honest. We don’t want to go put a bullet in someone’s head
to sleep with people and have martinis. It’s a kind of fanta-
sy nightmare. “A lot has been made of me coming on
board because I’m a woman, and that’s wonderful. But also
I can’t take credit for the movie that was written. It’s
Cary’s movie.” When asked about reports that actress
Lashana Lynch will become the new 007, she answered:
“The whole thing has potential to birth new iconic charac-
ters all the time.”— Bamg Showbiz
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