
Sunday, September 15, 2019

10
A n a l y s i s

Established 1961 

Washington Watch

Israeli election that 
will decide nothing
By Dr James J Zogby 

Before a single vote is cast in Israel’s second national
election this year, two disturbing facts are clear: The
outcome will be as muddled as it was after the April

contest and whoever wins, despite the permanent state of
denial in which Western liberals find themselves,
Israel/Palestine has become one state - an Apartheid state.
Following April’s election, unable to form a governing coalition
of 61 Knesset members, Netanyahu called for a new election,
hoping to improve his prospects. During the past five months,
he pulled out all the stops. 

He bombed three countries - Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon.
He announced that if he wins this new contest, he will annex
the Jordan Valley in addition to settlements and outposts
spread throughout the West Bank. He accelerated his incite-
ment against the Palestinian citizens of Israel including a
statement that “the Arabs are trying to steal the election”
and an incendiary Facebook post claiming that “The Arabs
want to annihilate us all - women, children, and men” (while
Netanyahu denied personal responsibility for the post, most
commentators dismissed the denial). And he coerced mem-
bers of his own party to pledge support for his immunity
from prosecution for the multiple corruption charges he is
currently facing. 

Even with all of this, polls are showing that Netanyahu
and his coalition partners will fare no better than they did in
April. In fact, it appears that neither Netanyahu’s coalition nor
the main opposition to his continued rule have moved beyond
the numbers they had in April. The only significant growth
appears to be among the ultra-religious and the right-wing
secular nationalists. While Netanyahu might like to bring
them both into his government, thus giving him in excess of a
majority, the secular nationalists are ideologically opposed to
the ultra-religious and will not join a government that
includes them. 

At the same time, some of the opposition might be
inclined to join a government with Netanyahu’s Likud Party,
but at a steep price - namely, that he step down as head of
the coalition. Since he is desperate to remain in power to
avoid prosecution and humiliation, it is unlikely he will accept.
This is precisely why he insisted that his party members
pledge loyalty before the election.

Pre-election polls demonstrate that the main opposition
coalition, Blue and White, will also have difficulty assembling
61 Knesset seats. An additional problem facing Blue and
White’s chances of forming a government is that even the
most optimistic tallies of their Knesset counts include the 10-
11 seats that will go to the Joint List of Palestinian Arab citi-
zens of Israel. The leaders of Blue and White have said that
they will not form a government dependent on Joint List
members and, for their part, the Joint List leaders have said
they will only join a governing coalition that agrees to guar-
antee equality for the Arab citizens of Israel and agrees to
end the occupation of Palestinian lands - demands the Blue
and White leaders have rejected.

As a result, we are back to where we started with an elec-
tion yielding no outcome other than confusion and rancor.
What’s also clear, is that regardless of who wins - if, in fact,
anyone does - there will be no change in the reality faced by
Palestinians. There will be no end of the occupation and no
two-state solution. Israeli politics have moved so far to the
right, that it is hard to understand how or why the US media
continues to refer to Netanyahu’s opposition - as a “center-
left” coalition. Whatever the “left” means in this formulation, it
most certainly doesn’t mean anything related to Palestinians,
peace, and human rights. 

Like Netanyahu, Blue and White maintains that the annex-
ation of Jerusalem and the other Palestinian lands around the
city will remain. They have claimed that they too support
extending Israeli sovereignty over the Jordan Valley and the
settlements in the West Bank. Maybe the one area where they
differ from Netanyahu is in their charge that he has coddled
Hamas in Gaza. The Blue and White leader has called, instead,
for a major military operation to end the Islamist’s rule in the
Strip. Blue and White has also rejected the Palestinian citizens
of Israel’s demands to cancel the notorious “Jewish Nation
State” law - which maintains that Jews have exclusive rights
to national self-determination in “the Land of Israel” and
denies full rights to Arab citizens of the state.

This being the case, the hope to which liberals have clung
that in the post-Netanyahu era Israel will be different is, at best,
an illusion. The only change one might see in a Blue and White-
led Israel is an easing of the hold the Orthodox Rabbinate have
over aspects of social and religious life in the country. But as far
as ending the occupation and meeting the minimum Palestinian
requirements for an independent state - neither Netanyahu nor
the Blue and White have any interest in moving forward toward
that goal. This is the Israel that Netanyahu and the Likud have
built. Since the late 1970’s when they first came to power, the
Likud embarked on a settlement program that, in their words
would make a Palestinian state an impossibility. After Oslo, they
incited against the agreement, the Labor Party that signed it, and
the Palestinians. Their efforts led to anti-peace legislation passed
by the Republican-led US Congress, the assassination of Prime
Minister Rabin, and the 1996 election of Netanyahu on a platform
of ending the peace process.
NOTE: Dr James J Zogby is the President of the Arab
American Institute

Ecuadorean indigenous people and environmental activists cross a fence with a sign placed by a mining company reading “Private Property, trespassing forbidden” in
Quimsacocha, Azuay province, Ecuador, on Sept 2, 2019. —AFP 

Water or Gold? Eternal question nags Ecuador tribes
The indigenous people of Ecuador’s

wind-whipped alpine tundra of
Quimsacocha face a stark choice,

according to their leader, Yaku Perez. “We
have to decide between gold and water,” he
tells activists at a meeting held to oppose a
landmark mining project. “What do we pre-
fer, companeros?” demands Perez, his
voice rising. He knows there’s only one
answer, and they shout back in unison:
“Water!” 

Ecuador’s government has put its weight
behind a giant gold-silver-copper mining
project in the wild, high grasslands of
Quimsacocha. Quito has conceded half
Quimsacocha’s 20,000 hectares to
Canadian miner INV Metals to develop a
near billion dollar mine deep underground.
The Loma Larga project is due to begin
production in 2021 and would mean thou-
sands of jobs. For local indigenous commu-
nities however, the sweeping, cloud-scrap-

ing grasslands of Quimsacocha are a
sacred, vital source of water.

‘We can live without gold’ 
Perez, his Canari Quechua people and

other indigenous communities are fighting
the Loma Larga mine every step of the way.
In an unprecedented popular consultation
held in March, local municipalities rejected
mining in the southern Andes. Perez sees
local referenda “as the way for Ecuador to
be declared a territory free of metal mining
and its water sources and fragile ecosys-
tems.”

Just 3,200 hectares of the Quimsacocha
is under protection, forming part of a bios-
phere reserve. The government, anxious to
develop its mineral resources, is hoping the
Constitutional Court will block further pop-
ular consultations and demonstrate the legal
protections necessary to attract mining sec-
tor investment. “Mining, wherever it goes,

generates dispossession of territories, vio-
lence in the community, destabilises democ-
racy, generates institutional corruption, pol-
lutes the waters and poisons the rivers,”
says Perez. “It takes the meat, and leave the
bone, but the contaminated bone.”

Perez says this standing on the grassy
bank of the Tarqui river, which hurries down
from here to the city of Cuenca and into the
Amazon. Squatting, he scoops a palmful of
cold clear water to his lips. “We can live
without gold, but without water, never.”

‘Defending the water’
A lawyer, Perez sees himself as a defend-

er of the Quimsacocha and says he has been
jailed on four occasions for “defending the
water”. High on the tundra, he vaults a fence
surrounding the mining concession. Others
with him cut through chains blocking a nar-
row road, a symbolic gesture in a constant
war of attrition with the mining company.

“We are not going to allow the miners
here,” said Maria Dorila Fajardo, a 60-year-
old indigenous woman wearing a traditional
large red skirt, her head covered with a
wool hat.

A large blue sign with white lettering
says: “Private Property. No Entry.” “This is
not private property,” Perez fumes. “This is
communal property. We have deeds dating
back to 1893, our grandparents bought all
this land. “We don’t want to cultivate it, but
keep it as the natural reservoir it is.” 

The government in Quito expects GDP
to grow from 1.6 percent to 4.0 percent by
2021, boosted by mineral exploration.
Resource-rich Ecuador will receive about
$554 million from Loma Larga, according to
official figures. “Mining is like a mirage.
They give us money for a little while and
later that money evaporates,” says Perez. “It
goes up in smoke. It’s bread today, but
hunger and desolation tomorrow.” —AFP
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Bahamas drowning 
in flood of donations 
after hurricane

In the hurricane-battered Bahamas, the government and
charitable organizations are struggling to cope with the
incoming flood of donations, a global surge of solidarity

that is often excessive and sometimes useless. At the Christ
Episcopal Church in Coconut Grove, the center of Miami’s
Bahamian community, the first round of donations was
organized on Sept 2. Since then, shipments have gone out
daily to Abaco and Grand Bahama islands, in the northwest
of the archipelago that were hit worst by Dorian.

But some of the donations “were not usable,” said Father
Jonathan Archer, explaining that they received “clothing that
was stained or soiled, canned food that was expired”. “We
have a few items that we won’t send right now, like electrical
(appliances),” he added. The two islands have been largely
without power since the storm. In addition to donations, a
massive influx of volunteers from international aid or chari-
table organizations - not to mention international media -
has caused congestion at the airport in Nassau.

Trips to the two islands, made by rotations of light air-
craft and helicopters, are extremely difficult due to debris on
the runways, resulting in aerial traffic jams. On Sept 5, avia-
tion authorities were forced to stop all takeoffs for several

hours in order to regulate air traffic. “The three Bahamian
airports are so congested by private flights that the resulting
bottleneck is slowing the pace of delivering relief to those
who desperately need it,” the Aircraft Owners and Pilots
Association (AOPA) said in a statement two days later. The
aviation advocacy group urged would-be volunteers not to
fly to the Bahamas but to “donate to relief organizations
instead.”

‘Money is the best’ 
Celebrity Spanish-American chef Jose Andres, whose

non-profit group World Central Kitchen distributes hot
meals to hurricane victims, echoed the message. “A lot of
people want to help, they should, but money is the best way,
through the right NGOs,” Andres told AFP. He recalled going
to Puerto Rico after Hurricane Irma in 2017. When he
arrived at the port, he saw “containers after containers full of
Advil,” enough for “the next 100 years”. “Those containers
take space, on the ships, in the ports, a space that could be
used to bring more important things like generators or live-
saving medicine,” the chef said.

In order to avoid more useless or inappropriate dona-
tions, the Bahamas National Emergency Management
Agency (NEMA) published a list of 36 of the most-needed
products: noodles, rice, peanut butter, diapers, baby formula,
nutrition drinks, feminine pads, insect repellent... The
Bahamas consulate in Washington said most people have
followed the guidelines. “We are receiving a lot of things that
are necessary, but we are pushing for less clothes,” said
Bahamian consul general Theo Neilly. “But we accept them if
someone donates. We are very thankful for the support”

Neilly said the authorities were discouraging private
GoFundMe initiatives in favor of donations to the govern-
ment’s disaster relief fund or to reliable NGOs. Christian
Lampin, the Bahamas mission chief for French NGO Secours
Populaire, said monetary donations were more efficient than
supplying goods which need to be transported to the islands.
“Everything is going to need to be rebuilt and the best thing
to do for that is to collect as much money as possible,’
Lampin told AFP from Nassau, the Bahamian capital.
Secours Populaire would rely on local partners for recon-
struction projects, he said, and “donors will know what we
do with their money.” —AFP

I Coast telemedicine 
proves blessing 
for heart patients

Every time Catherine Coulibaly’s 19-year-old son had
to make a routine appointment with the cardiologist
for his heart condition, she gritted her teeth as she

silently counted the financial cost. It wasn’t just the hospi-
tal fee - there was the transport, food and accommodation,
too, all of it amounting to a hefty burden for an Ivorian
family on a modest income. But thanks to telemedicine -
consultations that doctors conduct through the internet or
by phone - this cost is now a fading memory. 

Her son can book an appointment at a telemedicine
facility in a nearby town in northern Ivory Coast. There, he
is attached to monitoring machines which send the data
sent to Bouake University Hospital in the center of the
country, where it is scrutinized by a heart doctor. The
fledgling technology has long been championed by health
advocates for poor rural economies.

Ivory Coast has become an African testbed for it,
thanks to a project linking the Bouake hospital’s cardiac
department with health centers in several northern towns,
some of which are a four-hour drive away. Telemedicine
“caused a sigh of relief for the population of Bouake,
Boundiali, Korhogo, everyone,” says Auguste Dosso,
president of the “Little Heart” association, which helps
families with cardiac health issues. Some 45 percent of

the Ivorian population live below the poverty line,
according to the World Bank’s latest estimate in 2017.
And the minimum monthly wage - not always respected -
is only around $100.

Heart disease surging 
The pioneer behind the scheme is cardiologist Florent

Diby, who set up an association called Wake Up Africa. In
Ivory Coast, heart disease, diabetes and other “lifestyle”
ailments are surging, Diby explained. “Urbanization is mak-
ing people more sedentary, and there’s the rise in tobacco
consumption, changes in diet, stress,” Diby said. Three
decades ago, only around one in eight of the Ivorian popu-
lation had high blood pressure - now the figure is one in
four, on a par with parts of Western Europe. But in Ivory
Coast - and across Africa - well-equipped cardiology units
are rare. “Ninety percent of heart attacks can be diagnosed
by telemedicine, so for us cardiologists it’s a revolutionary
technology,” said Diby. The beauty of the telemedicine
scheme is that neither the doctor nor the patient has to
travel far. The cardiac patient is hooked up to the electro-
cardiogram (ECG) and other diagnostic machines with the
help of a technician in a local health centre, which is con-
nected to a computer in Bouake’s University Hospital. The
cardiologist there can then see the results in real time, pro-
vide a diagnosis and prescribe treatment. 

The five-year-old project has already linked 10 health
centres to the seven cardiologists at Bouake, enabling
4,800 patients in other towns to receive consultations by
telemedicine each year. The goal is to expand this to 20
sites, doubling the intake. Expertise France, the French
public agency for international technical assistance, subsi-

dizes up to 185,000 euros of the network, which pays for
equipment such as computers, artificial intelligence soft-
ware and internet connections. 

Diby is now calling for telemedicine to be expanded in
other medical fields such as neurology and psychiatry, not
just in the Ivory Coast, but across West Africa too. That
opinion is shared by other experts. Sixty percent of
Africans live in rural areas, where shortages of doctors are
usually acute. But numerous hurdles need to be overcome,
especially investment in computers and access to the
internet, according to a 2013 analysis published by the US
National Library of Medicine. —AFP

An Ivorian doctor uses a tablet computer in Bouake hospital’s
trailblazer telemedicine department for heart diseases in
Bouake on June 20, 2019. —AFP

Hurricane relief items pile up inside the Embassy Consular
Annex of the Bahamas in Washington on Sept 12, 2019 as the
consulate keeps receiving emergency supplies. —AFP


