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Row over police 
raids in bohemian 
Athens district
ATHENS: Greece’s new conservative government has stirred
controversy by mounting police operations in the bohemian
Athens district of Exarchia, considered by officials a “lawless”
haven for drug smugglers. Residents, however, note that the
recent crackdown, officially targeting abandoned building
squats and narcotics dealers, could be linked to a gentrifica-
tion trend in an area that is full of hidden architectural gems.

In August, at the height of the tourist season when many
of the capital’s residents leave town, police evacuated four
squats and removed 143 migrants, prompting an outcry by
locals. The Greek human rights league later labeled the
move a “rather pointless show of force” and “contrary
to...the respect of human dignity” after a police unionist
called the anti-establishment squatters “trash”.
Conservative Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, who
campaigned on a ticket of jobs creation and public safety,
earlier this month called the central Athens district a “den
of lawlessness.” “We want to turn Exarchia into what it
once was: a neighborhood with its own particular character
instead of a den of lawlessness, vandalism and drug trade,”
the PM said. The new Athens Mayor Kostas Bakoyannis-
who is the PM’s nephew-was similarly elected on a law and
order ticket and has promised an “imminent” initiative “to
improve daily life”.   “Organized crime is having a party in
the area,” Bakoyannis said before his election in June.

Bakoyannis argues that order must be restored before
sidelined landmarks such as the National Archaeological
Museum and the Athens Polytechnic-in the middle of drug-
trading areas-can become tourist draws. But to longterm
locals such as Dimitra Konidari, the district’s identity as “a
place of solidarity and diversity” is under threat. She fears
that authorities will seek to stifle “socio-political groups in
the area, anarchist or otherwise” that have been instrumen-
tal in creating solidarity initiatives for migrants and poor
Greeks during the crisis. “We’re in favour of the police
being present to combat crime and delinquency but against
all kinds of repression,” says Thodoris Kokkinakis, member
of a local citizens’ committee. Under the previous govern-
ment, a deputy police minister had labelled Exarchia the
‘Montmartre’ of Athens in reference to the historic Parisian
district, an artist’s haven in the early 20th century. Nikos
Vatopoulos, an urban architecture writer for Kathimerini
daily, points out that the district offers neoclassical build-
ings as well as samples of early 20th century avant-garde
middle class homes. Dimitris Dimopoulos, who opened a
bookstore here in the late 1970s, recalls that Exarchia was
then “full of writers and artists.” Democracy had only just
been reestablished after a brutal seven-year dictatorship,
brought down in 1974 months after a student uprising at
the nearby Athens Polytechnic. Even though university fac-
ulties were moved to the suburbs of the capital in the
1980’s, the area continued to attract youths espousing left-
wing, far-left and anarchist views. —AFP

HARARE: Officials accompany the coffin of Zimbabwe former president Robert Mugabe at the start of his official funeral ceremony at the National Sports stadium in Harare. (Inset) Former Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo, left, shakes
hands with Zimbabwe President Emmerson Mnangagwa upon his arrival to attend a farewell ceremony for late Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe. —AFP

Jeered over attacks, South Africa’s president apologizes
HARARE: Zimbabwe gave former leader Robert Mugabe a
state funeral yesterday with African leaders paying tribute to a
man lauded as a liberation hero but whose 37-year rule was
defined by repression and economic turmoil. Mugabe, who
died in Singapore aged 95, left Zimbabwe deeply divided over
his legacy with the southern African country still struggling
with high inflation and shortages of goods after decades of
mismanagement.

Mugabe died last week on an overseas medical trip almost
two years after former army loyalists forced him out in 2017, fol-
lowing a power struggle over what was widely perceived as his
bid to position his wife Grace to succeed him. Former and cur-
rent African leaders, including South Africa’s Cyril Ramaphosa
and Kenya’s Uhuru Kenyatta, arrived to crowds chanting and
drumming liberation songs at the 60,000-capacity national sta-
dium in Harare for Saturday’s ceremony.

Mugabe’s casket draped in the green, black, gold and red
Zimbabwe flag was marched slowly into the stadium, accompa-
nied by a military band and an escort of officers. His wife Grace,
in a black veil, and family followed behind. “Let us put aside our
differences and come together as we remember the past and
look to the future as one proud, independent and free nation,”
Zimbabwe President Emmerson Mnangagwa said in a tweet. 

Mugabe’s body was returned from Singapore on Wednesday
to a country he helped found as an anti-colonial guerrilla and
pan-African leader who ended white-minority rule and helped
bring more education and healthcare to the poor black majority.
Later, Mugabe turned to repression and fear to crush dissidents
and rule for nearly four decades during which he become an
international pariah for his takeover of white-owned farms.

“You can’t talk about Zimbabwe without Bob. Zimbabwe is

Bob. It took a man like Bob, his bravery, to get independence,”
said Norman Gombera, 57, a school principal in Harare. “Bob did
his best under the circumstances. There is no country without a
problem.”

Bitter legacy
His final burial at a national monument will only happen after

a new mausoleum is built in about 30 days. That decision was
taken after his family ended a dispute with Mnangagwa, a former
ally who turned against his rule in 2017. Though lauded as an
African icon, at home many Zimbabweans will remember
Mugabe more for the economic mismanagement that forced mil-
lions to flee the country during decades of crisis. Many are
struggling to survive despite Mnangagwa’s vows of more invest-
ment and jobs in the post-Mugabe era.

“The fruits of his tenure are the shortages. That is what we
remember him for,” said Steven, a consultant shopping nearby
the stadium. “He has made sure there is no opposition and he
succeeded. There is no reason to go to his funeral.” Always divi-
sive in life, Mugabe’s funeral arrangements were also caught up
in a dispute between Mnangagwa and the family over where and
when the former leader should be buried.

The two parties on Friday finally agreed he should lie at
National Heroes Acre. But the final ceremony would take place
in about 30 days, once the new mausoleum was built for him
there. His family are still bitter over the role Mnangagwa played
in his ouster and had pushed for Mugabe to be buried in his
homestead of Zvimba, northwest of Harare. A former guerrilla
who fought alongside Mugabe against colonial forces,
Mnangagwa was fired as first vice president by Mugabe in 2017.
Mugabe had branded him a “traitor”.

Soon after, protesters took to the streets and military officers
pressured Mugabe to step down in what was widely seen as a
struggle between Mnangagwa’s faction and loyalists to
Mugabe’s wife Grace inside the ruling ZANU-PF party.  The
“heroes” monument, where more than 130 national figures are
buried in black marble tombs, sits on a hilltop overlooking
Harare. Mugabe’s first wife, Sally, is also buried there.

Jeered over attacks
Meanwhile, South Africa’s President was jeered and whistled

at yesterday during his speech at Zimbabwe ex-leader Robert
Mugabe’s funeral before he apologized for recent xenophobic
attacks. At least 12 people have been killed this month in a surge
in violence and mob attacks against foreign-owned businesses in
and around Johannesburg, South Africa’s largest city.

A wave of jeers, boos and whistles interrupted Ramaphosa at
the Harare national stadium as he started his eulogy at the state
funeral for Mugabe, who died age 95 last week. “I stand before
you as a fellow African to express my regret and apologize for
what has happened in our country,” Ramaphosa said after one of
the organizers tried to calm the crowd. His comments were met
with cheers and blasts of sound horns from the crowd.

South Africa, the continent’s second largest economy, is a
major destination for other African migrants. But they are
often targeted by some locals who blame them for a lack of
jobs. But with shops and homes burned and looted and clashes
between armed mobs of looters and police, hundreds of
migrants from Mozambique and Zimbabwe have fled to shel-
ters. Nigeria’s government has flown around 600 of its citizens
home from Johannesburg after some of them were targeted in
the violence.  —Agencies

Humberto targets 
ravaged Bahamas
MIAMI: The devastated northern Bahama
islands were facing a fresh tropical storm
yesterday, potentially complicating desper-
ately needed relief efforts to the shattered
archipelago in the wake of Hurricane
Dorian. The announcement from the
National Hurricane Centre (NHC) came
after it had warned early Friday that a
strengthening tropical depression was
heading for the same islands hit by Dorian
last week.

The storm, dubbed Humberto, is expect-
ed to strengthen into a hurricane, moving
very near the northwestern Bahamas yes-
terday, before shifting to offshore Florida
after the weekend, the Miami-based fore-
caster said. Grand Bahama and Abaco-in
the path of the strengthening weather sys-
tem, according to Bahamian forecasters-
were among the worst-hit by Dorian.

Carl Smith, a spokesman for the
Bahamian National Emergency
Management Agency (NEMA), warned the
storm could have an impact on relief and
recovery efforts on the islands. “The weath-
er system will slow down logistics,” Smith
told a press conference in Nassau, the cap-

ital. “Fuel and water remain the biggest
needs in Abaco.” Humberto was generating
40 mile (64 kilometer) per hour winds, the
NHC said, and was expected to become a
hurricane in two or three days.

Winds of up to 60 miles per hour were
expected and heavy rainfall could bring
some flooding to the already saturated
islands, said the Department of
Meteorology’s director Trevor Basden. The
announcement that yet another storm
would lash the Bahamas came as UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres
warned of the dangers of climate change
during a visit to the hurricane-battered
archipelago.

Guterres said in a tweet he had come to
the Bahamas “to express my solidarity with
the Bahamian people” and “ways we can
continue supporting them.” He said 75 per-
cent of all buildings had been destroyed in
some areas by Dorian, a Category 5 storm.
“Hospitals are either in ruins, or over-
whelmed,” Guterres said. “Schools have
been turned into rubble. Thousands of peo-
ple will continue to need help with food,
water and shelter.”

He said the hurricane demonstrated the
need to address climate change. “In our
new era of climate crisis, hurricanes and
storms are turbo-charged,” Guterres said.
“They happen with greater intensity and

frequency-a direct result of warmer oceans.
“Science is telling us: this is just the start.
Without urgent action, climate disruption is
only going to get worse. Every week brings
news of climate-related devastation.”

Meanwhile, NEMA raised the death toll
from 50 to 52 - although officials have said
they expect it to rise significantly. Former

prime minister Hubert Ingraham said earlier
this week he feared the final death toll could
be in the hundreds. NEMA spokesman
Smith said some 1,300 people remain unac-
counted for. He said 71 people were staying
in shelters on Grand Bahama island and
2,037 in shelters in New Providence, where
Nassau is located. —AFP

NASSAU: A woman walks on the beach as a storm approaches in Nassau, Bahamas.


