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KUWAIT: A beautiful night time view of the Souq marina at Souq Sharq. — KUNA

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait
(NBK) honored the children of staff
who achieved excellence in the aca-
demic year 2018/19, in recognition of
their hard work and efforts, in a cus-
tomized ceremony held in their honor.
Students and their families joined the
event which was attended by Sulaiman
Al Marzouq, NBK-Kuwait  Deputy
CEO and Emad Al Ablani , NBK
General  Manager- Group Human

Resources along with a group of NBK
Officials. 

Al Marzouq congratulated the stu-
dents and urged them to continue
working hard to achieve their goals.
“This event is an integral part of our
CSR initiatives aimed at supporting the
education sector,” said Al Marzouq.
“We at NBK firmly believe in students’
capabilities and their great potentials.
We are proud of our children and what

they have achieved and will achieve in
the long run,” Al Marzouq explained, “I
wish them success in their future stud-
ies and strive for them to excel to build
the right foundation as they are the
future of our country.” 

“NBK is dedicated to honoring the
outstanding children of staff in recog-
nition of their academic excellence and
effort each year, and also in recogni-
tion of the parents who constantly

grant all the necessities of their chil-
dren to ensure their  success,”  Al
Marzouq added. NBK has successfully
maintained its commitment to educa-
tional purposes and student support
for more than 6 decades. NBK sup-
ports education and excellence for the
youth of Kuwait in a variety of ways,
including holding such honoring cere-
monies to recognize and reward stu-
dents striving toward excellence.

NBK dedicated to honoring children of staff 
for their effort and academic excellence

Parliament to reevaluate
manpower authority’s 
current procedures 
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Well-informed sources said that a parlia-
mentary request would be made before commencing
the next term by the end of October. This will be to
allocate a session to discuss the manpower authority’s
current procedures and conditions on issuing work
permits.  The sources added that lawmakers believe the
process is much too lenient and that it led to multiply-
ing the numbers of unnecessary expats within the labor
market. Furthermore, the sources said that lawmakers
relying on Egyptian statistics, had already been refuted
by the minister of state for economic affairs, Mariam
Al-Aqeel. This comes despite Egyptian confirmation
that over 8,000 Egyptians head to Kuwait with official
work permits monthly. 

Pupil count 
Recent Ministry of Education statistics showed that

the total number of pupils registered in private primary
schools is 3,699 compared to 126,362 in public primary
ones.  Meanwhile, informed sources said that a special
report would be submitted to the minister of education
and higher education by the end of September about the
required preparations for the 2019-2020 school year. 

In the last few days, there has been an intensive debate about
vaping after six people died in the US, apparently from
smoking e-cigarettes, while hundreds of others have con-

tracted lung diseases. There is a new theory now about vaping -
that people should quit.  The question remains - is vaping worse
than smoking? Can people be forced to quit? 

It seems this topic is between those who smoke and those
who don’t or hate smoking for their own reasons. While we
may witness new measures and rules about selling e-ciga-
rettes, I think a total ban may not be easy to impose because it
is a big profitable trade, and as long as money is being made,
misuse by the public is not the fault of merchants. I am not
defending the product or the merchants here, but this is the
reality.  Here is why. On Sept 11, the US administration said it
intends to ban non-tobacco flavored vaping fluid, with some
politicians demanding a ban on all e-cigarettes. US health
authorities are alarmed by the rise in popularity of e-ciga-
rettes that enable users to inhale addictive nicotine liquids that
are often fruit flavored. I think it is a normal situation of con-
cern due to health scares. 

An e-cigarette is a handheld battery-powered vaporizer
that simulates smoking without burning tobacco. A global con-
troversy over the safety of vapes is ongoing, as some believe
they have similar effects as regular cigarettes when used for a
long period. Some reports said the recent vaping deaths in
America did not come from products bought in a shop, but
from badly-made items sold on the street or mixing vape fluid
with oil, which should not enter the lungs. If inhaled, oil causes
the type of symptoms that smokers display. 

E-cigarettes are new to the market and need further studies
to fully determine their health risks for the public to believe
such statements and stop using it by their own free will. Some
specialists are arguing that e-cigarettes contain nicotine, which
is found in tobacco, and causes addiction. Some say that a total
ban may lead former smokers to conventional cigarettes. 

I believe one of the best ways to handle this issue is to reg-
ulate an age for buying e-cigarettes, to make it is hard for kids
and teenagers. But this is only one way, as misuse by people
and where they buy it are personal factors. I think advertising
is also leading teenagers to the use of e-cigarettes, especially
when introducing flavors like mint and vanilla. So, manufactur-
ing companies should never present this product as a safe
alternative to regular smoking, because there is no proof.

Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar said with
US President Donald Trump’s approval, the FDA is working on
a “guidance document” that would prohibit all flavors barring
tobacco. I think we may soon witness new rules in this regard.

Is vaping safe?
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KUWAIT: Tunisian expats in Kuwait take part in their country’s presidential elections at the Tunisian
Embassy. —Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh


