
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s institutions and humanitarian
agencies continued to provide relief assistance to Arab
and African countries over the past week. In this
regard, Kuwait inaugurated schools in Tunisia’s inner
provinces of Qairawan, Mahdia and Siliana that had
been rebuilt with Kuwaiti funding as part of a restora-
tion project. Upon the occasion, Kuwaiti Ambassador
to Tunisia Ali Al-Dhafiri said the project included the
restoration and maintenance of schools, and equipping
the buildings with the latest technology, which will have
a positive effect to the educational process. 

The first phase of the venture was funded by the
Foreign Assistance Committee in the Kuwaiti Cabinet,
in coordination with the Tunisian Ministry of Education,
while other Kuwaiti donors would co-finance the sec-
ond stage, he explained. In Kenya, Kuwait Red
Crescent Society (KRCS) on Thursday launched a proj-
ect to restore water supply systems and wells in
Garissa town, in cooperation with Kenya Red Cross. In
a statement, KRCS’s envoy to Kenya, Dr Musaed Al-
Enezi, said the project aims at supporting more than
17,000 people in areas affected by drought.

As part of the project, two wells, one of a 55-meter
depth and the other of a 150-m depth, were drilled. The
wells were equipped with pumps powered by solar
energy, he noted. The project also included rehabilita-
tion of a flood-damaged water supply system in
Qarashi. Kuwait’s donation aims to provide sustainable
sources of safe water to people in the region and
neighboring areas who suffer from recurrent natural
disasters, Al-Enezi added.

Rights of the disabled 
Meanwhile, Kuwait’s efforts to support people with

disabilities have won experts’ approval of the
International Committee on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities, as declared by Jamal Al-Ghunaim, Kuwait’s
permanent delegate to the UN in Geneva, in remarks to
KUNA at conclusion of meetings of the Committee on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). The
committee members also reviewed Kuwait’s compliance
with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities. The experts presented a positive evaluation
of Kuwait’s report, which confirmed Kuwait’s keenness
on rights of people with disabilities, he noted. Al-
Ghunaim also says Kuwait spares no efforts to grant full

rights for the disabled people in diverse fields including
education, health and services.

Mohammad Al-Awash, the assistant undersecretary
for press affairs at the Kuwaiti Ministry of Information,
met with members of the UN Committee on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities. Speaking to KUNA after
Kuwait presented the first report on conditions of the
handicapped to the committee, Al-Awash affirmed that
the country ranks among states advanced devoting
care to this segment.

Experts, during the session, presented recommenda-
tions, he said, indicating that the Kuwaiti authorities
would examine the proposals and adopt those that
conform with Kuwait Constitution, Kuwaitis’ traditions
and customs. UN Secretary General Representative
and Resident Coordinator to Kuwait Dr Tareq Al-
Sheikh lauded Kuwait’ continuous efforts for global
peace, development and human rights.

Amir’s honors 
Speaking at a news conference marking the fifth

anniversary of the UN designation of His Highness the
Amir as “Leader of Humanitarian Action,” Dr Al-
Sheikh hailed Kuwait’s continuous efforts to realize
international peace and security as well as its role in
promoting development and human rights. Kuwait’s
contributions in the field have manifested some of the
eminent characteristics of Kuwait’s foreign policy
since becoming the 111th member of the UN on May
14, 1963, he said.

Kuwait’s humanitarian and development march had
been launched a long time ago and the international
honoring of His Highness the Amir came as a fruit of the
humanitarian-development diplomacy spanning
throughout a decade, he said. This Gulf State has
affirmed its effectiveness through its presence at inter-
national quarters as member of many international
organizations, such as the Universal Postal Union, the
International Civil Aviation Organization, the Food and
Agriculture Organization, the International Monetary
Fund, the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT) the International Atomic Energy Agency.

Devoting special attention to the UN, Kuwait inau-
gurated the UN House in 2009, with participation of
the former secretary general, Ban Ki-moon. It houses

offices of all UN agencies operating in Kuwait, he said,
noting its presence depicted the deep-rooted UN-
Kuwait relations. Kuwait has increased contributions to
international humanitarian and development activities
by more than 3.1 percent of its gross domestic product,
exceeding the internationally set level of 7.0 percent. It
also allocated 10 percent of its voluntary contributions
to back up the UN and its agencies.

Diverse challenges 
Moreover, Kuwait has established the fund of digni-

fied life at USD 100 million to overhaul agriculture in
developing countries and donated USD 150 million for
a fund that was established during the 2007 OPEC
summit for research in energy, environment and climat-
ic change. Lauding Kuwait’s prompt reaction to help
nations cope with disasters and diverse challenges, Dr
El-Sheikh eyed with high value efforts of the Kuwaiti
mission at the UN Security Council, namely when
Kuwait as a non-permanent member of the council
took part in drafting resolution 2474 for resolving
plights of missing persons in armed struggles.

Furthermore, Kuwait along with 79 others states
adopted the resolution 2427, stipulating explicit con-
demnation of attacks on schools and hospitals and urg-
ing parties of armed struggles to abstain from hindering
children’s access to education and health services.

Elsewhere, the Kuwaiti General Consul in Irbil, Dr
Omar Al-Kanderi, declared in a statement to KUNA
launch of a new phase on a project for treating eye dis-
eases among relocated Iraqis at a hospital in the north-
ern city. Dr Safin Al-Jassem, director of a local ophthal-
mology surgical center, says in remarks to KUNA that
the center has recently treated 40 patients.

In Sudan, volunteers of Kuwaiti associations worked
throughout the week, delivering humanitarian aid to vic-
tims of floods. Three Kuwait-dispatched aircraft board-
ing 110 tons of food and housing materials arrived, as
part of Kuwait’s “relief bridge.” Volunteers of the
Kuwaiti Direct Aid Association delivered relief supplies
to flood victims in the southern region of Sennar. The
local governor, Ahmad Saleh Abboud, commended in
remarks to KUNA Kuwait’s aid for the victims, thanking
donors namely the association. — KUNA 
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extend to Arab, African nations

DGCA stresses
meteorology 
role in facing
severe weather
KUWAIT: Director General of the
General Directorate of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) Yusuf Al-Fawzan yesterday
stressed on the importance of highlight-
ing the role of meteorology in facing
severe weather hazards such as heat
waves, droughts, heavy rains, dust
storms and climatic fluctuations. In a
statement to KUNA on the occasion of
the Arab Meteorological Day to be
observed today, Al-Fawzan pointed to
the increase in the frequency and inten-
sity of the weather in recent years as it
constitutes the largest percentage of
natural disasters and their direct and
indirect repercussions on life, property
and the environment in all its forms.

He pointed out that the Arab coun-
tries, represented by the meteorological
centers, are celebrating the occasion

under the slogan ‘Meteorology and
Protection of Lives and Properties’ came
with a proposal submitted by Kuwait at
the meeting of the Permanent Arab
Commission for Meteorology and
Climate at its 34th meeting at the Arab
League headquarters in Cairo, which
was widely welcomed and unanimously
approved on 15 September 2018.

He said that the 15th of September
was also commemorating the anniversary
of the establishment of the Arab
Permanent Committee for Meteorology
in 1970, which was approved by the
Council of the League of Arab States at
the ministerial level. He noted the impor-
tance of the celebration to promote and
disseminate community awareness of the
role of meteorology and its importance,
adding that 90 percent of natural disas-
ters are the result of fluctuations in
weather and climate, which is not bound-
ed by geographical boundaries and do
not exclude any human gatherings and
no country will be immune from them. 

He pointed to the need to develop
national plans and programs in coopera-
tion between all state and community
institutions to face the fluctuations of
weather and climate to reduce the nega-
tive effects on lives, property and the
environment. — KUNA

Kuwait DM
condoles with
UAE VP over 
death of soldiers 
KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister
and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah on Friday
sent a cable of condolences to Vice
President and Prime Minister of the
United Arab Emirates, and ruler of the
Emirate of Dubai Sheikh Mohammad bin
Rashed Al Maktoum over the death of
six soldiers.

Sheikh Nasser Sabah also sent
another cable to UAE’s Minister of State
for Defense Mohammad bin Ahmad Al-
Bowardi on the same incident. In the two
cables, Sheikh Nasser Sabah expressed
his sincere condolences and sympathy
over the martyrdom of these soldiers
who were on a national duty, Kuwait’s
Ministry of Defense said in a statement.
Sheikh Nasser Sabah prayed to Allah
the Almighty to bless the souls of the
dead with mercy in Paradise and bring
solace to their families, it noted. He also
wished everlasting security, safety and
stability to the UAE.

In other news, His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah sent a cable on Friday to King

Felipe VI of Spain to express sincere
condolences for the victims of the tor-
rential rains that hit the eastern parts of
the country recently. His Highness the
Amir expressed sympathy with the fami-
lies of the victims and wished the many
wounded people a quick recovery. He
also expressed hope that the authorities
in friendly Spain will be able to over-
come the impacts of this natural disaster
soon. His Highness the Deputy Amir and
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent simi-
lar cables to King Felipe VI.

The Kuwait Embassy to Madrid
appealed to its nationals in Alicante and
Calencia to be vigilant of the heavy rains
in these areas. In a statement issued on
Friday, the embassy urged Kuwaitis in
these cities to follow up on the instruc-
tions posted by the Spanish authorities
and contact the embassy in case of
emergency. Spain’s interior ministry has
said at least five people were killed and
many others have been wounded by the
rains. It added that over 3,500 people
were evacuated from the affected
provinces. The rain storms have caused
great material losses to homes, farms
and infrastructure. 

Meanwhile, the Amiri Diwan on Friday
mourned for the passing away of Sheikha
Youssef Al-Ghanem, widow of Sheikh
Nasser Mohammed Al Salman Al Sabah,
at the age of 71. She was laid to rest after
the Asr prayer yesterday. — KUNA 

Recapping the work of Kuwait’s institutions and humanitarian agencies

Power grid
hookup spared
GCC $2.8bn
ABU DHABI: Undersecretary of the
Kuwaiti Ministry of Electricity and
Water Mohammad Bushehri  said
Thursday the GCC power grid hookup
project, launched in 2009, spared the
partners USD 2.8 billion so far. “This is
one of the successful project in the
field of energy sharing among the
GCC states,” he said while presenting
in a paper to a parallel session during
the 24th edit ion of  World Energy
Congress.

Bushehri, a board member of the
GCC power grid hookup authority, said
through this power transition project,
the GCC states were able to save nearly
USD 300 million last year. In addition to
power transition, the project helps the
GCC states to innovate their national

power grids, power-generating stations
and provide the necessary investments,
thus becoming move able to address any
shortfall in production in the future, he
added. The 24th World Energy
Congress, which concluded today, fea-
tured 80 parallel discussions and nearly
300 speakers, including dozens of min-
isters, senior officials, CEOs and experts
from around the world. — KUNA 
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EU delegation
congratulates
Amir on honoring
anniversary 
KUWAIT: The EU Delegation to the State of
Kuwait has the honor to convey its heartfelt con-
gratulations to His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on the occa-
sion of the 5th anniversary of the United Nations
honoring His Highness with the title “Leader of
Humanitarian Action” and bestowing on the State
of Kuwait the title of “Humanitarian Center”.  This
gesture recognizes the outstanding effort in the
field of humanitarian aid made by the State of
Kuwait under the wise leadership of His Highness
and the great extent of his personal commitment
to this notable cause. The EU delegation to the
State of Kuwait expresses its best wishes to the
people of Kuwait and stands ready to develop fur-
ther cooperation.

KUWAIT: The National Guards Supply and Transport directorate recently celebrated concluding training courses on storing ammunition,
intensive ammo and sustenance corporal duties. Speaking on the occasion, the administrative support manager, brigadier, Talal Abdul
Razzaq Qadeer said that the training courses target boosting personnel technical skills. 


