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Nadal wins 19th Grand Slam title 
NEW YORK: Delivering one of his most dramatic major
final performances, Rafael Nadal captured his 19th career
Grand Slam title Sunday by winning his fourth US Open,
outlasting Russia’s Daniil Medvedev 7-5, 6-3, 5-7, 4-6, 6-4.

The 33-year-old Spanish left-hander moved one shy of
Roger Federer’s all-time men’s record 20 Grand Slam tri-
umphs and became the second-oldest New York champi-
on in the Open era after Ken Rosewall in 1970 at age 35.

“Has been one of the most emotional nights in my tennis
career,” Nadal said. A video tribute in the wake of his grit-
ty triumph moved Nadal to tears. “The way that the match
became very dramatic at the end, that makes this day
unforgettable,” Nadal said. 

“Watching all the success, all the moments that came to
my mind, I tried to hold the emotion, but some moments
was impossible.” It took a supreme effort from the Spanish
maestro, who nearly became the first player to drop the
final after leading by two sets since Ted Schroeder in 1949
before winning a near five-hour thriller.

“This victory means a lot,” Nadal said. “And the way it
happened. It was hard to control the nerves. The nerves
were so high after having the match almost under control.”

World number two Nadal took the top prize of $3.85 mil-
lion at Arthur Ashe Stadium and added to his US Open
trophy haul from 2010, 2013 and 2017.

Nadal, who was in his fifth US Open championship
match and 27th Grand Slam final, is the first man to claim
five major titles after turning 30. Nadal, who rose to 22-12
in five-set matches, only lost once at a Slam when up two
sets, to Italy’s Fabio Fognini in the 2015 US Open third
round.

“I more or less had the match under control,” Nadal
said. “The way he was able to fight, to change the rhythm
of the match, was incredible.”

UNBELIEVABLE, OUTRAGEOUS’ 
At four hours and 50 minutes, the match finished four

minutes short of equaling the longest final in US Open his-
tory from Mats Wilander’s 1988 win and Andy Murray’s
2012 title. It was the second Slam title of the year for
Nadal after taking his 12th French Open crown in June.

In addition to reaching the brink of Federer’s mark,
Nadal moved one shy of the Open era record five US
Open titles won by Federer, Jimmy Connors and Pete

Sampras. “A 19th Grand Slam title is something unbeliev-
able, outrageous,” Medvedev said.

Nadal, who won his only prior meeting with Medvedev
in last month’s Montreal final, stretched his win streak over
Russians to 20 matches since losing to Nikolay Davydenko
in the 2011 Doha semi-finals.

Fifth seed Medvedev, 23, would have been the youngest
men’s Grand Slam champion since Juan Martin del Potro at
the 2009 US Open. Medvedev, who will rise to a career-
best fourth in the rankings, was a champion at Cincinnati
and runner-up at Montreal, Washington and the Open.

“His summer was one of the best summers I ever saw,”
Nadal said. “People saw why he is already number four in
the world.” Medvedev, who saw his career-best 12-match
win streak snapped, would have been the first Russian to
win a Grand Slam title since Marat Safin at the 2005
Australian Open and the first Russian to win the US Open
since Safin in 2000.

ELECTRIC FIFTH SET 
On a knife’s edge at 5-5 in the third set, Medvedev

reeled off eight of the last nine points to force a fourth,

breaking Nadal in the 12th game with a backhand winner.
“To be honest in my mind, I was already thinking, ‘What do
I say in the speech, it’s going to be in 20 minutes,”
Medvedev said.

“I was like, ‘I have to fight for every ball,’ and it went
further but it didn’t go my way.” Nadal was broken in the
10th game of the fourth set to force a fifth when Medvedev
blasted a sterling backhand return winner.

Nadal rescued three Medvedev break chances to hold
in the second game of the fifth set, fired a backhand volley
winner to break Medvedev in the fifth game and seized a
5-2 edge when Medvedev hit an overhead smash long.

Serving for the match, Nadal was broken when umpire
Ali Nili issued Nadal a time violation for his first serve and
the Spaniard sent his second long, the crowd booing Nili
for his call. Nadal squandered two break and match points
in the ninth game as the drama intensified.

Again serving for the match, Nadal rescued a break
point then hit a forehand drop volley for his third match
point chance and Medvedev sent a forehand return long to
end matters. Nadal screamed and fell to the court on his
back in joy and exhaustion. — AFP

Nadal edge Russia’s Medvedev in five-set US Open thriller

NEW YORK: Rafael Nadal of Spain (R) holds the trophy after his win over Daniil Medvedev of Russia (L) during the men’s Singles Finals match at the 2019 US Open at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. — AFP

Age-defying Scola 
propels Argentina 
towards WCup glory
SHANGHAI: Luis Scola is 39, his hair has more than a few
streaks of grey and at the Basketball World Cup in China
he has shared the court with rivals half his age. But
Argentina’s evergreen captain is playing a big part in the
country’s bid to win the world crown for the first time
since the inaugural edition in 1950.

He was named player of the game in Sunday’s 91-65

victory over Poland, drilling 21 points to propel Argentina
into a quarter-final showdown with title-contenders Serbia
on Tuesday.  The forward was also named best player
against Nigeria for registering a double-double, scoring 23
points and 10 rebounds.

The last member of Argentina’s so-called “Golden
Generation” who won the Olympics in 2004, Scola has won
every major trophy in international basketball, except the
World Cup. “What age are you talking about, I’m 28,
right?” he joked after Argentina swatted aside Venezuela in
the second round. Speaking in an unmistakably American
accent, a product of spending a decade in the NBA up until
2017, Scola added: “I understand everybody talking about
my age, but my brain does not function that way.

“I am not going to the court and thinking, oh my god,
I’m older than these guys, or, oh my god, these guys are

five, 10, 15 years younger than me. “To me, it’s natural. “I
just think that I’m a player, I am a good player and I’m
going to make good plays and help my team win.”

‘NO GOODBYE TOUR’ 
However much he tries to avoid it, talk about his age

and how much longer he can plod on for is never far away.
Scola, who spent the last two seasons in Chinese basket-
ball, is featuring in a record-equalling fifth World Cup.
Last week he reached another milestone when his heroics
against Nigeria moved him up to second on the FIBA
World Cup all-time scoring list, trailing only the legendary
Brazilian Oscar Schmidt.

If that was a proud moment, there is the growing
prospect that Argentina could be in for a shout of at
least a medal, although Serbia will present a mighty

challenge despite losing to Spain on Sunday. That same
day, Scola shared the court with the youngest player in
the tournament, Poland’s 18-year-old Aleksander “Olek”
Balcerowski. Scola had said that what happens at the
World Cup will dictate if he would carry on for the 2020
Tokyo Olympics.

Doing so would have a nice symmetry because he is the
only remaining member of the Argentina team that stunned
the USA on the way to Olympic gold at Athens 2004. He
was also in the team which won silver at the 2002 World
Cup. Asked what it was like to now be the grandfather of a
team whose average age is 27, younger than most other
rosters at the World Cup, Scola replied: “This is not like a
tour or a goodbye week. “This is a world championship
and we are trying to go all the way to the medals. “We
don’t do maths with the ages.” — AFP


