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Patriots begin 
title defense with 
rout of Steelers
NEW ENGLAND: Seemingly ageless Tom
Brady passed for 341 yards and three touch-
downs Sunday as the New England Patriots
toppled the visiting Pittsburgh Steelers 33-3.
The Patriots (1-0) held a pregame celebration
for their Super Bowl championship, then began
defense of that title in strong style. Brady
improved to 6-0 at home against Pittsburgh
(0-1). The 42-year-old was 24 of 36, hitting
Phillip Dorsett for two touchdowns and Josh
Gordon for another. Stephen Gostkowski
added four field goals. Steelers quarterback
Ben Roethlisberger was 27 of 47 for 276 pass-
ing yards, and he was intercepted once.

CARDINALS 27, LIONS 27 (OT)
Matt Prater made a 33-yard field goal with

3:48 remaining in overtime to help Detroit sal-
vage a tie with Arizona, which overcame an 18-
point fourth-quarter deficit in Glendale, Ariz.
Prater’s field goal capped a 60-yard drive after
Zane Gonzalez made a 28-yard field goal, his
fourth of the game, on the first possession of
overtime for a 27-24 lead, capping the
Cardinals’ run of 21 straight points. Arizona
rookie quarterback Kyler Murray, the No. 1
pick in the 2019 draft, completed 29 of 54 pass-
es for 308 yards and two touchdowns, both in
the fourth quarter when the Cardinals over-
came a 24-6 deficit. Arizona had 293 of its 387
yards of total offense in the fourth quarter and
overtime after a listless first three quarters.

CHIEFS 40, JAGUARS 26
Quarterback Patrick Mahomes, the NFL’s

reigning Most Valuable Player, passed for 378
yards and three touchdowns as Kansas City
toppled host Jacksonville. Playing on a heavily
wrapped left ankle he sprained in the first quar-
ter, Mahomes drove Kansas City to scores on
each of its first seven possessions while going
25 of 33 with no interceptions. Jacksonville lost

its new quarterback, Nick Foles, to a broken left
clavicle in the first quarter. Tyreek Hill, who
signed a three-year contract extension with the
Chiefs late last week, left in the first quarter
with a shoulder injury.

COWBOYS 35, GIANTS 17
Dak Prescott tied a career high with four

touchdown passes and threw for 405 yards as
Dallas rolled to a season-opening victory over
visiting New York. Prescott completed 25 of 32
passes and produced his second career 400-
yard game. Prescott finished 50 yards shy of
his career high set against Philadelphia last
season. Prescott also set a Cowboys passing
yardage record for a season opener, breaking
the mark held by Troy Aikman. Prescott threw
touchdowns to tight ends Blake Jarwin and
Jason Witten and then connected with Amari
Cooper and Randall Cobb.

CHARGERS 30, COLTS 24 (OT)
Austin Ekeler’s third touchdown of the day,

a 7-yard run with 5:01 left in overtime, lifted
Los Angeles to a season-opening win over
Indianapolis in Carson, Calif. Starting in place
of holdout Melvin Gordon, Ekeler rushed for 58
yards on 12 carries while catching six passes
for 96 yards and two scores. Veteran quarter-
back Philip Rivers hit on 25 of 34 passes for
333 yards and three touchdowns with one
interception. Indianapolis forced overtime with
38 seconds left on a 19-yard touchdown pass
from Jacoby Brissett to T.Y. Hilton, followed by
a 2-point conversion run from Marlon Mack.

RAVENS 59, DOLPHINS 10
Lamar Jackson tied a franchise record with

five touchdown passes as Baltimore routed
host Miami. Jackson, who led all NFL quarter-
backs last year with 695 rushing yards in just
seven starts, spent the offseason working on his
passing, and it was evident on Sunday. He com-
pleted 17 of 20 attempts for 324 yards with no
interceptions. Thanks in part to Jackson, the
Ravens also set a franchise record for most
points in one game. Baltimore tied for the sec-
ond-most points ever in an NFL season opener,
trailing the 1973 Atlanta Falcons (62).

49ERS 31, BUCCANEERS 17
Visiting San Francisco returned two inter-

ceptions for touchdowns, and Jimmy
Garoppolo passed for another as the 49ers
defeated Tampa Bay. Richard Sherman and
Ahkello Witherspoon scored the Niners’
touchdowns on defense after both intercept-
ed Bucs quarterback Jameis Winston. San
Francisco recorded two interceptions on
defense all of last season, setting a historic
NFL low. Garoppolo completed 18 of 27
passes for 166 yards in his first start since
Week 3 of the 2018 campaign, when he sus-
tained a season-ending ACL injury.

EAGLES 32, REDSKINS 27
Carson Wentz threw three touchdown

passes and rallied host Philadelphia from an
early 17-point deficit for a win over
Washington. Wentz was 28 of 39 for 313
yards with a pair of 50-plus touchdown
passes to DeSean Jackson. It was Wentz’s
first game in nine months while he recovered

from a stress fracture in his back. Jackson
had eight catches for 154 yards. Case
Keenum finished 30 of 44 for 380 yards and
three touchdown passes in his first start for
the Redskins.

VIKINGS 28, FALCONS 12
Dalvin Cook ran for 111 yards with two

touchdowns and safety Anthony Harris
recorded two interceptions and recovered a
fumble as Minnesota rolled past visiting
Atlanta in Minneapolis. Kirk Cousins (8 for
10, 98 yards) threw for a touchdown and ran
for another as the Vikings scored TDs on
three of their f irst four possessions.
Minnesota recorded all of its points off three
Atlanta turnovers and a blocked punt. Cook,
limited to 15 games over his first two seasons
because of injuries, ran the ball 21 times and
had 53 yards on his first three carries. The
Vikings, who averaged 93.3 rushing yards in
2018, had more than 100 on the ground in the
first half and 172 for the game. —Reuters

Kuwait archery team
return home with
gold, bronze medals
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait delegation to the Kyrgyzstan
International Archery Championship headed by
President of Arab and Kuwait Shooting Federations
President Eng. Duaij Al-Otaibi returned home Sunday
evening. Kuwait’s team of archers Abdallah Taha, Bader
Al-Mutairi and Faisal Al-Sindi won the Team’s gold
medal, while Sindi won the bronze individuals medal.

Eng. Al-Otaibi said for Kuwait winning two medals in
the Kyrgyz tournament is an important achievement as
the first at the international level in this sport. He asked
Public Authority for Sport (PAS) to give more support
for archery to help archers achieve more results, as the
case with the rifle and shotgun.

Meanwhile KSE and Arab Shooting Federations
Secretary Federations Obaid Al-Osaimi said the win
reflects the progress Kuwait archers have made after
winning local and regional tournaments, although the
sport was introduced recently.

He said the board of directors is keen on supporting
shooters of both genders in order to represent Kuwait
at their best in all arenas.

Europe’s clubs 
divided over 
CL reform
LAUSANNE: The battle over the future of the
Champions League will resume today when the
European Club Association (ECA) meets in Geneva
and the leadership faces rebellion from members.
ECA, led by Juventus chairman Andrea Agnelli, is
closely involved in proposals to reshape Europe’s main
club competition from 2024.

The proposals were presented by European foot-
ball’s governing body UEFA in May although details
had leaked earlier. The reforms include the introduc-
tion of weekend fixtures, four groups of eight, and a
tiered system with relegation and promotion that
would see the top six teams in each group automati-
cally qualify for the following year’s competition.

ECA, which boasts of “more than 230 members”,
faced an outcry from many of those clubs and from
national leagues which would be hit hard by the
scheme. “A semi-closed league with more matches...
threatens to enormously impoverish the Spanish
league,” said Javier Tebas of La Liga.

England’s Premier League issued a statement say-
ing: “The domestic game should continue to be the
priority for professional clubs.” Opponents say the
plan is designed to guarantee the income of a handful
of big clubs.

“This reform would especially harm medium and
small clubs,” said Wanja Greuel, the president of
Young Boys of Berne, the reigning Swiss champions.
“It eliminates the access to the top flight of European
competitions through domestic leagues. Fans will
gradually lose interest in domestic leagues and those
leagues would be further economically damaged.”

Last month UEFA announced it was cancelling a
meeting with the ECA and the European Leagues, a
wider body representing more than 900 European
clubs, scheduled for September 11.

UEFA President Aleksander Ceferin said he wanted
to “collect feedback” from member federations.  The
cancellation of the meeting “reveals strong opposi-
tion,” said Bernard Caiazzo, president of French Ligue
1 club Saint Etienne, who are outspoken opponents of
the plan. —AFP

PARIS: Spain and Italy moved to within touching
distance of Euro 2020 on Sunday after respective
wins over the Faroe Islands and Finland saw them
maintain their perfect qualifying records for next
year’s tournament.

Rodrigo and Paco Alcacer both scored twice in an
easy 4-0 victory over the Faroes in Gijon, on a night
when captain Sergio Ramos equalled Iker Casillas’
national appearances record with his 167th cap.

It was their sixth win from six in Group F and put
them on a perfect 18 points, seven clear of Sweden,
who drew 1-1 with Scandinavian rivals Norway. With
two teams qualifying from the group, they are also a
further point ahead of third-placed Romania following
their 1-0 win over Malta.

“Yes, it’s almost done, but not yet mathematically,”
said Spain coach Robert Moreno when asked if his
team had all but qualified with four games to spare.
“We must grow as a team by winning all our matches.
Of course, the final goal is qualification, but what
matters is that the team has the feeling of doing
things well.”

The evening began in a sombre fashion with a
minute’s silence in tribute to former coach Luis
Enrique’s daughter Xana, who died of bone cancer
aged nine last week. Moreno, who took over as boss
from Enrique when the ex-Barcelona coach stepped
down in June, made 10 changes to the starting XI which
won 2-1 in Romania on Thursday, with only Ramos
keeping his place.

However the hosts wasted little time in taking the
lead, Rodrigo tapping in despite suspicions of offside in
the 13th minute following a defensive mix-up, and the
Valencia striker put the game to bed five minutes after
the break when he lashed a vicious left-footed strike
into the top corner with the aid of a deflection.

Substitute Alcacer put the cherry on the cake with

two goals in the dying moments, first slotting home
from Thiago Alcantara’s low cross in the 90th minute
before flicking in a near-post header to score his third
Spain goal this week.

JORGINHO KEEPS ITALY ON TRACK 
Italy also kept their 100 percent record thanks to

Jorginho’s late penalty, which fired Italy their own sixth
straight win, 2-1 at nearest rivals Finland. Chelsea mid-
fielder Jorginho’s 79th-minute winner in Tampere sent
Roberto Mancini’s side six points clear of the second-
placed Finns in Group J, after in-form Norwich City
striker Teemu Pukki had levelled Ciro Immobile’s first
Italy goal in two years with a penalty of his own six
minutes before. “I was feeling the pressure of not scor-
ing with this jersey,” said Lazio striker Immobile.

“But I knew the time would come. Tonight wasn’t
easy, but we did well. We are happy, we are starting
again after the disappointment of missing out on the
World Cup.”

Four-time world champions Italy are flying high with
a maximum 18 points with four qualifying games to
play, nine points ahead of third-placed Armenia despite
their thrilling 4-2 win over Bosnia and Herzegovina ear-
lier on Sunday.

They could now secure qualification for the tourna-
ment, which kicks off in Rome next June, against
Greece or Liechtenstein — who surprisingly drew 1-1
in Athens — next month. Switzerland kept their hopes
of qualifying from Group D alive with a 4-0 thumping
of Gibraltar, who are yet to pick up a point or score a
goal after five games.

Goals from Denis Zakaria, Admir Mehmedi, Ricardo
Rodriguez and Mario Gavranovic were enough to move
Vladimir Petkovic’s side to within three points of lead-
ers Ireland.

They are also just a point away from second-

placed Denmark, who could only manage a goalless
draw at Georgia, and have a game in hand on both
their rivals. The Swiss’ fate could be decided in the

next round of games next month, when they travel to
Copenhagen to take on the Danes before hosting
Ireland in Geneva. —AFP

Ramos equals Casillas’ Spain appearances record

Perfect Spain and Italy 
close in on Euro 2020

GIJON: Spain’s forward Rodrigo vies with Faroe Islands’ defender Rogvi Baldvinsson (L) beside Spain’s
midfielder Mikel Oyarzabal (R) before scoring the opening goal during the UEFA Euro 2020 qualifier
group F football match between Spain and Faroe Islands at El Molinon stadium in Gijon. —AFP

‘Germany’s van Dijk’: 
Suele learning to 
lead wobbly defence
HAMBURG: Fresh from a stinging defeat by the Dutch, Joachim
Loew’s fragile young Germany team will look to their new defen-
sive general Niklas Suele when they test their mettle in a must-
win Euro 2020 qualifier at Northern Ireland.

Germany are now just three points above the Netherlands
following Friday’s loss in Hamburg and three behind Group C
leaders Northern Ireland — who are yet to drop a point — in a
three-horse race to secure automatic qualification.

The pace, strength and abilty to time tackles to perfection of
Bayern Munich defender Suele — billed as “Germany’s Virgil Van
Dijk” in the German media — has led to him replacing the likes of
Jerome Boateng and Mats Hummels as first-choice centre-back
for both club and country. After the controversial decision to
drop experienced centre-back duo Hummels and Boateng from
the national-team set up in March, Loew sees the 24-year-old as
his new defensive leader in a rejuvenated Germany side.

“Niklas now has responsibility, we expect more from him. He
has to organise and direct things at the back” said Loew at the
time.  Yet as Germany continue along the rocky road to rehabili-
tation following last year’s World Cup disaster, Suele is still
struggling to stabilise Germany’s wobbly defence. —AFP

FOXBOROUGH:  James Conner No 30 of the Pittsburgh Steelers is tackled by John
Simon No 55 of the New England Patriots during the second half at Gillette
Stadium in Foxborough, Massachusetts. —AFP


