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Astros erupt for 21 runs against
Mariners as Gerrit Cole cruises
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GLENEAGLES: Even though women’s
golf is dominated by Asian players
who are not eligible for this week’s
Solheim Cup, the event nonetheless
remains a highlight of the calendar
with two evenly-matched teams and a
genuine rivalry nearly three decades in
the making.

The 16th staging of a competition
created in 1992 to showcase the sport’s
best women in a format mirroring the
Ryder Cup, and sponsored by Ping
equipment company founder Karsten
Solheim, starts at Gleneagles in
Scotland on Friday. Little could
Solheim, who died in 2000, have envis-
aged all those years ago that come the
2019 event only three of the top 15
players in the women’s world rankings
would even be eligible - with South
Korean players occupying no less than
seven of the top spots.

But that will not detract from the
passion on display by both teams. The
United States have a stronger line-up
top to bottom, headed by world num-
ber three Lexi Thompson, but are
nonetheless only slight betting
favourites, perhaps because their team
includes five rookies.

European captain Catriona Matthew
for her part will have three debutants
— Anne Van Dam, Celine Boutier and
Bronte Law — on a team with a com-
bined 31 appearances, compared with
18 for Juli Inkster’s American line-up.

WILDCARD PICKS
Both captains made controversial

wildcard picks, Matthew in choosing
38-year-old Suzann Pettersen, who at
the time of her selection had played
only twice all season since returning to
the LPGA Tour following childbirth.

But Matthew said in a conference
call that she is backing Pettersen, a
15-times LPGA winner, to rise to the
occasion. “She’s been one of the best
European players on the LPGA the
last 10 or 15 years and a huge part of
the Solheim Cup over that time,” said
Matthew, an ambassador of
Aberdeen Standard Investments, a
Solheim Cup sponsor.

“She’s got that fire and passion for
it. As a leader on the golf course, some
of the younger ones and rookies really
look up to her and respect her and I
think it’s great to have that experience
on the golf course.

“I had no doubt in my mind she
would be an asset for the team so I
broached the subject with her (of
selection) and I think she was really
quite delighted.” While Matthew opted
for experience, her counterpart Inkster
put more weight on current form when
she overlooked nine-times veteran
Cristie Kerr, whose 21 career points is a
US team record.

Michelle Wie is not on the team
either, as the former child prodigy was
not available as she rehabilitates a
debilitating wrist injury. Inkster said
she would have loved to have picked
41-year-old Kerr, but could not ignore
the form of a player without a top-10
finish since May.

“She’s kind of struggled this year,”
said Inkster. “If I saw any light at the
end of the tunnel, I probably would
have picked her in a heartbeat.” Inkster
maintained she was not concerned at
her team’s overall inexperience. “We’re
young but I think we’re good,” she said.
“We have a lot of players with a lot of
heart and I really think they won’t be
intimidated, which I like.”  — Reuters

Solheim Cup no longer
showcases best female golfers

Dodgers blank Giants, inch closer to division title
HOUSTON: The Houston Astros hammered the visiting
Seattle Mariners for 21 runs on 22 hits, and Gerrit Cole
set a single-season standard for strikeouts in a 21-1
rout on Sunday afternoon to complete a four-game
series sweep. Cole (16-5) extended his winning streak
to 12 by surrendering one run on one hit over eight
dominant innings. His strikeout of Seattle right fielder
Keon Broxton in the sixth inning was his 11th of the
game and 277th on the season, eclipsing the 276 strike-
outs he recorded in 2018, his first season with the
Astros. Cole extended his franchise record of double-
digit strikeout performances to 17 this season, including
five in succession. He became the second pitcher in his-
tory with at least 14 strikeouts in three consecutive
starts (Pedro Martinez, 1999). He threw 96 pitches on
his 29th birthday. The Astros improved to 16-1 against
Seattle this season, a mark that includes a 10-0 record
at home. Houston is 16-4 over its last 20 games and
matched its franchise record with its 55th home victory
this season. The Astros are 27-4 over their last 31
games at Minute Maid Park.

PADRES 2, ROCKIES 1 (10 INNINGS)
Wil Myers singled home Manny Machado with one

out in the bottom of the 10th inning to lift San Diego
past visiting Colorado. Machado drew a one-out walk in
the 10th from right-handed reliever Jesus Tinoco. Left-
hander Sam Howard came on and walked the only hitter
he faced, Eric Hosmer. Myers then greeted right-hander
Yency Almonte, the eighth Colorado pitcher, with a line-
drive RBI single to center. Tinoco (0-2) took the loss.
Craig Stammen (8-7), the fifth pitcher deployed by the
Padres, struck out two in the top of the 10th inning.

DODGERS 5, GIANTS 0
Matt Beaty and Corey Seager hit home runs, while

Kenta Maeda pitched four strong innings of relief as
Los Angeles earned a shutout victory to avoid being
swept by visiting San Francisco. Beaty hit his ninth
homer of the season, while Seager delivered his 14th.
The game was the last on the bench at Dodger Stadium
for Giants manager Bruce Bochy, who is retiring at the
end of the season. He finished his career 107-108 in the
Dodgers’ home park, the most victories all time by a
visiting manager.

YANKEES 10, RED SOX 5
Gleyber Torres and Mike Tauchman each slugged

two-run home runs to power visiting New York past
Boston. Torres had three hits and four RBIs, and Aaron
Judge also went deep as the Yankees set a club record
for homers in a season at 268, surpassing the 267 they
hit last year. New York won for the 11th time in its last
15 games and will seek a series victory in the finale of
the four-game set Monday. Jackie Bradley Jr. and
Mookie Betts homered for the Red Sox, who fell to the
Yankees for the 13th time in 18 meetings this season
and suffered another setback to their slim playoff
chances. Boston has dropped five of its last eight and is
eight games behind the Oakland A’s for the second AL
wild-card berth.

MARLINS 9, ROYALS 0
Sandy Alcantara pitched a four-hit shutout and

every position player had at least one hit as Miami

avoided a sweep by beating visiting Kansas City.
Alcantara (5-12) didn’t allow a leadoff batter to reach
until the eighth inning, when he got out of a one-out,
bases-loaded jam with a double-play grounder to
shortstop. He struck out eight and walked two while
throwing 102 pitches. The Royals had outscored the
Marlins 10-2 in the first two games of the series.

ATHLETICS 3, TIGERS 1
Sean Manaea held Detroit to one run on two hits in

seven innings, leading Oakland to a victory at home.
Manaea, making just his second start of the season and
first at home in more than a year, struck out 10 and
walked two for his first win since Aug. 24, 2018. Manaea
(1-0) had shoulder surgery last September, and it took
the left-hander almost a full calendar year to return to a
major league mound. The Tigers (42-100) became the
first team to reach 100 losses this season, and are 2-7
in September. They hadn’t lost 100 games since the
2003 season.

WHITE SOX 5, ANGELS 1
Jose Abreu and Danny Mendick each homered and

four Chicago pitchers limited visiting Los Angeles to
five hits. With Mike Trout out because of a sore big toe
on his right foot, the Angels scored their only run of the
game on Shohei Ohtani’s RBI single in the first inning
off White Sox starter Dylan Cease. Cease lasted only 3
1/3 innings, but Chicago got scoreless outings from
relievers Josh Osich (2 2/3 innings), Aaron Bummer
(two innings) and Alex Colome (one inning).

BREWERS 8, CUBS 5
Pinch hitter Tyler Austin’s three-run homer highlight-

ed a five-run fourth inning as Milwaukee recorded a
series victory over visiting Chicago. Ryan Braun added
an RBI double in the fourth inning, and Eric Thames
homered to lead off the sixth inning for the Brewers,
who won the final three contests of the four-game set
to move within two games of Chicago for the second
wild card in the National League. Brent Suter (1-0)
picked up the win after allowing one hit over two
scoreless innings in relief of starter Adrian Houser.

INDIANS 5, TWINS 2
Francisco Lindor and Carlos Santana each homered

and Mike Clevinger extended his winning streak to 10
games as Cleveland beat Minnesota in the rubber game
of their three-game series in Minneapolis. Lindor also
doubled and stole a base, Jason Kipnis went 3-for-4
with a run scored and Franmil Reyes had two hits and
two RBIs for Cleveland. Clevinger (11-2) has not lost in
his last 13 starts, since he was beaten June 28 at
Baltimore. He allowed two runs and four hits over 6 1/3
innings, striking out seven and walking two. Brad Hand
pitched a scoreless ninth for his 34th save.

CARDINALS 2, PIRATES 0
Right-hander Jack Flaherty struck out 10 in eight

scoreless innings to lead visiting St. Louis to a win over
Pittsburgh. Flaherty (10-7) allowed five hits and walked
one, and he has been strong as the Cardinals look to
lock down the National League Central title. The eight
shutout innings matched a career best he set in his pre-
vious start against San Francisco. Paul Goldschmidt had

an RBI double and Harrison Bader an RBI single for St.
Louis, which took two of three in the weekend series. 

REDS 4, DIAMONDBACKS 3
Eugenio Suarez homered twice and pinch hitter

Michael Lorenzen delivered a walk-off double with one
out in the ninth inning as host Cincinnati broke
Arizona’s five-game winning streak. Suarez gave the
Reds a 2-1 lead with his two-run homer in the third
inning, and he tied the game at 3 with a one-out homer
in the eighth inning off reliever Jimmie Sherfy. Suarez
has 44 homers and leads the majors with 24 homers
since the All-Star break. Ketel Marte hit his fourth
homer in six games for a 3-2 lead in the fifth inning for
the Diamondbacks.

PHILLIES 10, METS 7
Phil Gosselin’s pinch-hit RBI single in the sixth

inning gave Philadelphia the lead for good in a
marathon win over host New York. By winning the final
two games of the three-game series, the Phillies moved
within two games of the Chicago Cubs for the second
National League wild-card spot while dealing a blow
to the Mets’ postseason aspirations. The game lasted
four hours and 29 minutes — one minute shy of the
longest nine-inning game in NL history. The two teams
combined to use 16 pitchers — eight apiece.

RAYS 8, BLUE JAYS 3
Right-hander Tyler Glasnow made a successful

return from a nearly four-month absence and Avisail
Garcia supported him and five Tampa Bay relievers
with two doubles and a home run, lifting the Rays to a
win over visiting Toronto. Austin Meadows also home-

red for the Rays, his 28th of the season, as Tampa Bay
completed a four-game sweep with a fifth straight win
overall. Glasnow, out with a forearm strain since May
10, pitched the first two innings of the win, allowing a
two-run homer to Randal Grichuk in the second inning
but no other hits. He struck out five and walked two in
his 41-pitch cameo.

RANGERS 10, ORIOLES 4
Ronald Guzman and Rougned Odor both homered,

Nick Solak drove in four runs, and Mike Minor threw
eight strong innings as visiting Texas defeated
Baltimore. This victory completed a Texas sweep of the
four-game weekend series, and the Rangers won six of
the seven games they played against the Orioles this
year. It marked the first time Texas has swept a four-
game series in Baltimore since 1972. Texas twice scored
three runs in an inning and got runs in five of the first
six frames to turn the game into a rout. The Rangers
forced Baltimore starter Asher Wojciechowski out after
only two innings.

NATIONALS 9, BRAVES 4
Max Scherzer pitched six strong innings and Yan

Gomes hit a pair of home runs to help visiting
Washington end its four-game losing streak with a win
over Atlanta. Scherzer (10-5) allowed only one run on
two hits, two walks and struck out nine. Gomes hit a
solo home run in the second inning and added another
solo shot in the seventh, giving him nine this season. He
went 2-for-5 and sparked the team’s 17-hit attack.
Atlanta’s season-best nine-game winning streak ended,
as did its 13-game home winning streak, the best in
franchise history for the modern era. — Reuters

HOUSTON:  Jake Marisnick #6 of the Houston Astros hits a two run home run in the second inning against the
Seattle Mariners at Minute Maid Park in Houston, Texas. — AFP

YVASKYLA: GAZOO Racing (GR) World Rally
Team (WRT) reached a new milestone recently
with the Toyota Yaris WRC winning the fastest
event on the FIA World Rally Championship cal-
endar, Rally Finland, for the third year in a row. Ott
Tanak, in the No 8 Toyota Yaris WRC, repeated
his victory from one year ago to increase his
championship lead, while Jari-Matti Latvala, driv-
ing the No. 10 Toyota Yaris WRC, finished third
on his home event. With these achievements, the
Finland-based GR WRT maintained its record of
getting two cars onto the podium on the event
every year since its debut in 2017.

Tanak moved into the lead on the third day fol-
lowing an intense battle with his competitors, and
took a lead of 16.4 seconds into the fourth and
final day. He instantly increased that to 20 seconds
in the first of the final four stages, when he
claimed his 200th WRC stage win. It is also his
120th in the Toyota Yaris WRC and 50th so far
this season.

Guided by co-driver Martin Jarveoja, Tanak
went on to set another fastest time in the rally-
ending Power Stage as he clinched his victory,
outpacing his nearest rival by 0.7 seconds to take
the maximum 30 points away from the rally. With
this, his championship lead increased to 22 points.
Latvala and co-driver Miikka Anttila took their
eighth stage win of the event on SS21 on their
way to sealing their first podium finish of the sea-
son. The double podium win helped the team to
close up to the leader in the manufacturers’
championship.

Akio Toyoda, Team Chairman, commented:
“The city of Jyvaskyla, the center of the rally,
welcomed us with the words ‘Welcome to My
Home Roads,’ just as last year. In addition, they
called our car the ‘Hometown Hero.’ I really
appreciate the local people and all the supporters
across the globe who cheered us on. I would also
like to send words of celebration and apprecia-
tion to Tanak and Jarveoja, who climbed onto the
top of the podium, Latvala and Anttila, who stood
on the third step, and all the team members. I
strongly believe the hard and enjoyable drives
from our drivers and co-drivers will make the
Yaris an ever-better car! The team will keep
fighting to secure the Manufacturers’
Championship and to make our driver and co-
driver become the World Rally Champions. To all

the fans, I wish for your continuous support for
GAZOO Racing WRT.”

Ott Tanak, Driver of the No. 8 Toyota Yaris
WRC, said: “It feels really amazing to get this
victory. It was very important to gain a good
result here to help us in both championships. I
would say that this is a perfect result to begin the
second part of the season. I also think it is a great
boost for the whole team and now we need to
keep pushing, starting with Germany.”

Over the years, Toyota has been participating
in many different forms of motorsports, including
Formula One, the World Endurance Championship
(WEC), and the Nurburgring 24 Hours endurance
race. Toyota’s participation in these events was
overseen by separate entities within the company
until April 2015, when Toyota established GAZOO
Racing (GR), to consolidate all of its motorsports

activities under one in-house brand. Representing
Toyota’s belief that ‘the roads build the people,
and the people build the cars,’ GR highlights the
role of motorsports as a fundamental pillar of
Toyota’s commitment to making ‘ever-better’ cars.
Harnessing years of experience gained under the
extreme conditions of various motorsports events,
GR aims to forge new technologies and solutions
that bring the freedom, adventure, and joy of driv-
ing to everyone.

The next rally, Rallye Deutschland, is effective-
ly three rallies in one. Taking place on German
asphalt, the event features twisting roads through
Mosel vineyards, the notoriously tough
Baumholder military area, and fast country lanes
of Saarland. The differing characteristics of these
roads and the often-changeable weather condi-
tions can make car set-up and tire choice difficult.

Ott Tanak clinches 120th FIA World Rally
Championship win in Toyota Yaris WRC


