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SYDNEY: Australia began rescuing wild fish
from drying sections of its biggest water system
yesterday, hoping to avoid a repeat of mass fish
deaths that prompted outrage last summer. Fish
have become stranded in isolated pools in the
Darling River amid a prolonged drought that has
ravaged much of the sunburnt country’s eastern
interior. New South Wales state Agriculture
Minister Adam Marshall warned of a “fish
Armageddon” this southern hemisphere sum-
mer, without drastic action to save the river’s
critically endangered Murray Cod and other
native fish species.

Last summer up to a million fish died in the
same area of the river — part of the vast
Murray-Darling Basin that serves as the
lifeblood of Australia’s food bowl. Scientists said
the deaths were caused by low water and oxy-
gen levels as well as potentially toxic algae.
Now the government has begun an effort to
relocate thousands of fish to healthier sections
of the river or into hatcheries. 

Up to 20 pools of fish will be moved down-
stream in the first stage of the relocation effort,
which is expected to be rolled out across the
drought-stricken state in the coming months.
Other fish will be removed from the river alto-
gether, and placed into private and state-owned
hatcheries until the water starts flowing again.
Some environmentalists have cast down on the
efficacy of the Aus$10 million ($6.85 million)
plan, which the state government has dubbed a
“modern-day Noah’s Ark”. But Marshall

defended it as “providing the best possible
chance of survival” for the fish — while also
admitting there will almost certainly be further
severe fish kill events this summer. “With record
low rainfall and high temperatures predicted
over the coming months, this action will help
protect our iconic species in the midst of the
worst drought on record,” he said. The health of
the Murray-Darling Basin - a river network
stretching across one million square kilometers,
about twice the size of Spain — has been the

subject of intense debate in Australia for years.
Experts and locals say the systemic depletion

and pollution of the river is to blame for its poor
condition. In January, a Royal Commission
report accused the authority responsible for
oversight of the basin of failing to be guided by
environmental priorities and ignoring climate
change projections. The body was accused of
allowing politics to determine how much water
could be removed from the river to irrigate
farmland. — AFP 

River ‘armageddon’ prompts 
wild fish rescue in Australia 

OSLO: Dozens of dogs in Norway have
recently been hit by a mysterious and at
times fatal illness, raising concerns
among dog owners who have been told
to limit contacts between canines. Some
200 dogs have displayed the same
symptoms - bloody diarrhoea and vomit,
intense fatigue - in recent weeks and
around 25 of them have died, Norway’s
Veterinary Institute said yesterday.

The number is an estimate, as the
Scandinavian country does not have a
national register.  “This doesn’t neces-
sarily mean that it’s the same illness, as
there are lots of illnesses that can lead to
these kinds of symptoms in dogs,”
Veterinary Institute spokesman Asle
Haukaas told AFP. Autopsies on 10 dogs
revealed in each case a severe intestinal
infection and five of them had “abnor-
mally elevated levels” of two bacteria,
Clostridium perfringens and Providencia
alcalifaciens.

The illness has been observed mostly
in greater Oslo but there have been a few

cases in other parts of the country. Health
authorities have urged owners to keep
their dogs on a lead and to limit contacts
between them. Many owners have
stopped taking their pets to public areas
and a number of dog shows and gather-
ings have been cancelled. Several theories
have circulated in social media, including
the possibility of a virus, a bacteria, food
poisoning, or intentional poisoning. 

“What is a little strange with this ill-
ness is that it has struck quite a large
number of otherwise healthy dogs in a
short period of time and very swiftly,” an
official from Norway’s food safety
authority, Ann Margaret Grondahl, said.
The Veterinary Institute has ruled out
salmonella, Campylobacteria and the
possibility that the dogs may have
ingested rat poisoning. Dog owners have
been urged to bring their pets to a vet-
erinarian at the first sign of any symp-
toms.  There is nothing to indicate at this
stage that the illness can be transmitted
to humans. — AFP 

Dogs in Norway hit 
by mysterious illness

Photo shows a firefighting 737 jet water bombing a fire at Binna Burra, some 100 kms south of
Brisbane. — AFP 


