
Pope Francis
worried about
drug use in 
idyllic Mauritius
PORT LOUIS, Mauritius: Pope Francis
expressed concern yesterday about growing
drug use among the youth on the paradise
island of Mauritius, as he wrapped up an
Africa tour with a whistle-stop visit to one of
the continent’s most stable, prosperous
nations. Throngs of cheering faithful waving
palm fronds lined the streets of Port Louis as
the popemobile shuttled the Argentine pontiff
to the hilltop Mary Queen of Peace
Monument where he delivered his mass.

Organizers estimate 100,000 attended the
service during the first papal visit since the
one by John Paul II in 1989.  While the island
is a beacon of stability and relative prosperi-
ty, Pope Francis honed in on the struggles of
the youth, who face growing inequality,
unemployment and the scourge of drug
abuse. “It is a hard thing to say, but, despite
the economic growth your country has
known in recent decades, it is the young who
are suffering the most. They suffer from
unemployment, which not only creates
uncertainty about the future, but also pre-
vents them from believing that they play a
significant part in your shared history,” said
the pope.

Vulnerable and helpless
“Uncertainty about the future makes them

feel that they are on the margins of society. It
leaves them vulnerable and helpless before
new forms of slavery in this 21st century.”
“Let us not allow those who deal in death to

rob the first fruits of this land,” he said.
According to a Mauritius Drug Observatory
report in 2018, the smuggling and use of
drugs such as heroin, cannabis, cocaine and
methamphetamine, has grown in recent years. 

Some waited for the pope from before
dawn, and many faithful were dressed in the
yellow and white of the Vatican flag, coming
from near and far. “More than 3,500 of us
came from Reunion” island-about 175 kilo-
meters — from Mauritius, said a woman who
identified herself as Josette.

Giant screens were put up in Port Louis to
allow devotees to watch the papal mass, and
billboards adorned with Francis’ image have
sprung up across the coastal city. “I am very
happy to be here today. It is a great joy to
see the pope on Mauritian soil .... we thank
the lord for that,” said Brinda, who came
from the south-west of the island nation to
attend the mass.

Model of pluralism   
Maurit ius comprises four volcanic

islands and lies roughly 1,800 kilometers
off the eastern coast of Africa. It is a melt-
ing pot of  rel igions and ethnic back-
grounds. The population of 1.3 million is
predominantly Hindu but has s izeable
Christian and Muslim minorities. About 30
percent of Mauritius is Christian, with most
being Catholic.

The island was uninhabited when first
visited by explorers in the Middle Ages,
and was later briefly colonized by the
Dutch, French and the British. Now citizens
have multi-cultural roots, from India, China,
Europe, Africa and elsewhere. Since inde-
pendence in 1968, Mauritius has developed
from a poor, agriculture-based economy, to
one of Africa’s wealthiest nations. It is best
known for its position as a global tax haven
and idyllic tourist beach destination. —AFP

LONDON: Britain’s parliament will be sus-
pended for five weeks following another
expected defeat by MPs for Prime Minister
Boris Johnson yesterday as he battles to
salvage his hardline Brexit strategy amid
fierce opposition in Westminster. The con-
troversial suspension will begin shortly
after MPs are set to vote again against
Johnson’s bid to hold a snap election next
month-two weeks before the country is due
to leave the European Union. “Parliament
will be prorogued at close of business
today,” Johnson’s spokesman said at a daily
briefing, using the parliamentary term for
the suspension.

He added it would happen regardless of
the outcome of the vote on the October 15
poll. Johnson held talks with his Irish coun-
terpart Leo Varadkar in Dublin before
returning to the parliamentary turmoil later
yesterday. He ordered the shutdown in an
apparent bid to stymie a cross-party block
of MPs opposed to a possible no-deal
Brexit. The British leader has vowed to take
Britain out of the EU by the latest October
31 deadline with or without a formal divorce
deal-despite warnings that the latter sce-
nario would entail economic chaos.

However, the planned suspension has
provoked uproar from opposition MPs and
Conservative critics, who have labeled the
move a constitutional outrage. It appeared
to backfire by galvanizing them into passing
legislation last week-expected to receive
royal assent yesterday-that forces Johnson
to seek a Brexit delay if he fails to reach a
deal at an October 17-18 EU summit.
Johnson responded to the proposed law by
trying to force the early general election,
but fell short in a vote last week of the nec-
essary support of two-thirds of MPs.

He tries again later yesterday in another
vote widely expected to fail. Opposition
party leaders, who met yesterday, have
vowed to keep blocking the snap poll until
Brexit has been extended beyond October
31.  “He has got to ask for an extension,”
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn told Sky
News. “We will do everything we can to
prevent us crashing out on October 31 and
will support an election when it is clear we
will avoid that crashing out.”

Significant gaps remain
Johnson met Varadkar on Monday hop-

ing to lay the groundwork for new divorce

terms as he finds himself increasingly cor-
nered just six weeks after taking over from
his predecessor Theresa May. The British
leader wants the bloc to scrap a special
provision in the deal agreed by May to
keep the Northern Irish border open in all
circumstances after Brexit, arguing “alter-
native arrangements” exist. 

But Brussels and Dublin have insisted the
so-called backstop mechanism must remain
in place to guarantee no return to a hard
border between EU member Ireland and
British-ruled Northern Ireland, which suf-
fered decades of deadly sectarian violence.
They say Johnson is also yet to propose the
details of any workable alternatives. “While
they agreed that the discussions are at an
early stage, common ground was estab-
lished in some areas although significant
gaps remain,” the two leaders said in a joint
statement following an hour of talks.

Johnson’s decision to prorogue parlia-
ment until October 14 and his promise to do
Brexit come what may have rattled his rul-
ing Conservative Party. Twenty-one
Conservative MPs including Winston
Churchill’s grandson were sacked last week
for voting in favor of the law aimed at

blocking a no-deal Brexit. The dismissals
and the defection of one MP to the Liberal
Democrats left him without a working

majority. Several members of his govern-
ment have also quit, including his own
brother. —AFP
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DUBLIN: Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar, right, and Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson
give a joint press conference on the steps of the Government buildings in Dublin. — AFP

Parliament to reject Johnson’s election proposal

UK parliament suspension set to 
begin after MPs vote on election

One week after 
Dorian, Bahamians 
struggle amid
ruins
NASSAU, Bahamas: One week after
Hurricane Dorian devastated the Bahamas,
residents struggled amid the ruins Sunday,
with many forced to seek refuge far from
their shattered homes as the death toll from
the top-intensity storm hit 44 in the islands.
Dorian, now classified as a post-tropical
storm, caused “severe damage” in eastern
Canada and was expected to move soon into
the North Atlantic after cutting a destructive
swath through the Bahamas and going up the
US east coast.

In the Bahamas, people were still scram-
bling for shelter, with the lucky evacuees
beginning to reunite with loved ones but the
fate of uncounted others still in doubt. Prime
Minister Hubert Minnis warned the death
toll-which Health Minister Duane Sands put
at 44, according to local media-was likely to
climb “significantly”. A loosely coordinated
armada of passenger planes, helicopters and
both private and government boats and
ships-including redirected cruise liners-con-
verged in the Bahamas on the horribly bat-
tered Abacos to help with evacuations, both
to Nassau and to the US mainland.

Tropic Ocean Airways said it planned to
fly supplies to hard-hit Marsh Harbor from
Florida and bring out some 220 people to
Nassau on a Delta Air Lines jet. On Saturday,
a cruise ship carrying 1,400 people docked in
Riviera Beach, Florida, CNN reported. All had
documents to enter the United States. The

Coast Guard said all Bahamian ports had now
reopened. As of Sunday morning, it had five
cutters providing support and five helicopters
taking part in search and rescue operations. It
said 308 people had been rescued.

Many of those still waiting to leave Marsh
Harbor were Haitian workers. The area where
they lived-The Mudd-was almost completely
wiped out by Dorian. Haitians who have
arrived in Nassau have accused the govern-
ment of prioritizing native-born Bahamians
for evacuation from Marsh Harbor over
Haitian nationals.

Severe damage in Canada    
Dorval Darlier, a Haitian diplomat who flew

from Nassau to Marsh Harbor on Sunday,
defended the Bahamian government against
the allegations. “Haitians have been treated
well,” he said. “Some get mad (that) they have

been here since yesterday. But the govern-
ment has first to find a shelter for them.” “If I
have to choose between my mother and my
mother-in-law, you know who I have to
choose first.”

Thousands of miles north in Canada,
Dorian caused “severe damage” in the
Maritimes, a three-province region in eastern
Canada comprising Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, the
Canadian Hurricane Centre said. On Monday,
Dorian was moving over the Labrador Sea
and toward Europe, it said, adding that no
serious injuries or fatalities have been report-
ed. More than 500,000 power outages were
reported across the Maritimes, according to
the Centre. “Damage included many uprooted
trees, downed power lines, and flying debris,”
it said, adding a crane crashed into a building
shortly before the storm made landfall. —AFP

Divided Catalan 
separatists to
rally ahead of
court verdicts
BARCELONA: Catalonia’s separatists
plan a big rally on Wednesday that will
test the strength of the divided inde-
pendence movement just weeks before a
Spanish court serves verdicts against
the leaders of the failed independence
bid. The annual “Diada” pro-indepen-
dence demonstration on Catalonia’s
national day, comes two years after the
regional government’s short-lived decla-
ration of independence in October 2017.

While separatists remain in power in
Catalonia, which accounts for a fifth of
Spain’s economic output, the independ-
ence movement appears rudderless, with
senior leaders scattered abroad or in jail
and growing internal divisions over
strategy. Of all the Diada rallies which
grassroots group ANC has staged since
2012, this has been the “most difficult” to
organize, group president Elisenda
Paluzie told AFP.

“One stage has closed, another
begins and we don’t know what it will
look like. That’s why it’s hard to find a
concrete reason to protest,” she added.
The day marks the fall of Barcelona to

Spain in 1714, and it has in recent years
been adopted by independence activists.
Organizers say a million people took
part in past Diada rallies.

No clear strategy   
But separatists disappointed by the

failure to achieve independence intend
to shun this year’s event on Barcelona’s
Plaza Espana. “The rally, now, no longer
makes sense. There is no clear strategy
behind it,” said Silvia Senz, a 53-year-
old linguist. Spain’s Supreme Court is
poised to deliver verdicts in the high-
profile trial of 12 separatist leaders
charged over their role in the secession-
ist bid which plunged the country into
its worst political crisis in decades.

Former Catalan vice-president Oriol
Junqueras and eight others face the
most serious charge of rebellion. Public
prosecutors have asked that he spend 25
years behind bars. Catalan leaders are
trying to leverage the looming verdicts
to galvanize supporters for Wednesday.
“Even if the repression and the verdict
are tough, they won’t defeat us. We must
show us that we are taking the initia-
tive”, said former Catalan president
Carles Puigdemont, who fled to Belgium
shortly after Catalonia declared inde-
pendence. 

“The first response to the verdicts
should be a large mobilisation for this
Diada,” current Catalan president Quim
Torra said on Thursday. Like his prede-
cessor, Torra calls for “confrontation”
with Madrid. — AFP

PORT LOUIS: Pope Francis, center, arrives prior to visiting the mausoleum of Jacques-Desire
Laval in Port Louis, Mauritius, on the final stop of an Africa tour. —AFP

BAHAMAS: People await evacuation at a dock in Marsh Harbor, Bahamas, in the aftermath of
Hurricane Dorian. — AFP

Years later,
cancer cases
linger over 
9/11 anniversary
NEW YORK: Jacquelin Febrillet was
26 years old on September 11, 2001
when jihadist hijackers flew two pas-
senger jets into the World Trade Center
just two blocks from where she worked.
Fifteen years after the attacks that day,
Febrillet, by then a mother of three, was
diagnosed with metastatic cancer. The
likely cause: a cloud of toxic ash that
engulfed her. “I was there (on) 9/11...
For years I have been working down
there every day since 9/11. We were
never told that something could hap-
pen,” she says.

Unlike Febrillet, Richard Fahrer, then
19, wasn’t in the area on 9/11, but he
regularly worked as a land surveyor
between 2001 and 2003 in south
Manhattan, where the Twin Towers
came crashing down. Eighteen months
ago, the young father, now 37, was
diagnosed with aggressive colon can-
cer-a disease that usually affects older
men and which there is no history of in
his family. Febrillet and Fahrer represent
a growing category of patient who were
living or working close to the World
Trade Center in the wake of the attacks,
which killed almost 3,000 people.

They were not among the thousands
of emergency personnel who rushed to
the site or who spent months clearing
debris at Ground Zero, but their health
is being similarly affected.  As the 18th
anniversary of the attacks approaches,
New York continues to count the num-
ber of people who have developed can-
cer or other serious illnesses related to

the toxic cloud that hovered over
Manhattan for several weeks. 

People are dying   
The 9/11 attacks released unprece-

dented amounts of chemicals into the air,
including dioxins, asbestos and other car-
cinogenic substances. Firefighters, other
first responders and volunteers who
helped with the months-long clean-up
were the first to be affected. Studies
found they faced an increased risk of can-
cer and cardiovascular disease. Ten thou-
sand of them have been diagnosed with
cancer by the World Trade Center Health
Program, a federal treatment program
helping survivors.

At the end of June this year, 21,000
people not considered first responders
were also in the program-twice as many
as in June 2016. Of these, almost 4,000
have cancer, the most common being
prostate, breast and skin. Febrillet, now
44, is one of them. She recalls that the
message at the time was to get the city
back to normal as quickly as possible.
“People were just going about their busi-
ness a few days later. But look at what
happened a few years later, people are
dying,” says Febrillet, who also lived close
to Ground Zero.

Fahrer, too, laments that city officials did
not do more to protect residents and office
staff in the vicinity. “My wife asks me, ‘Did
terrorists cause your cancer?’ I can’t say
100 percent, but I do know there could
have been better efforts to limit the expo-
sure of healthy adults from entering into
the disaster area,” he says. Health experts
say it is impossible to pinpoint exactly the
cause of cancer in every patient, but note
that there is a clear correlation between the
rate and exposure to toxic debris. Several
studies have shown that the cancer rate
“has increased between 10 and 30 per-
cent” among people who were exposed
compared to those who weren’t, David
Prezant, New York fire department chief
medical officer, told AFP.  —AFP 


