
Two dead, travel 
chaos, after 
powerful typhoon
pummels Tokyo
TOKYO: A powerful typhoon that battered Tokyo
overnight with record winds killed two people, police
said yesterday, as cancelled trains caused commuter
chaos and more than 100 flights were scrapped, leaving
thousands stranded at the airport. Typhoon Faxai,
packing winds of up to 207 kilometers per hour, made
landfall in Chiba just east of the capital before dawn,
after barreling through Tokyo Bay.

The transport disruptions unleashed by the storm
came less than two weeks before the start of the Rugby
World Cup, and delayed the arrival of the Australian
team-a reminder that Japan’s typhoon season could
present challenges for organizers. Police confirmed two
people were killed in the storm-a woman in her fifties
who was found dead in Tokyo and an elderly man in the
neighboring Chiba prefecture.

Security camera footage showed that high winds
pushed her across a street and into a wall, while the 87-
year-old man was found dead in the woods under a
fallen tree. The storm injured more than 30 people,
including a woman who sustained serious injuries after
gusts toppled a protective netting structure at a golf
driving range onto nearby houses. Non-compulsory
evacuation orders were issued to hundreds of thou-
sands and authorities said more than 2,000 people had
taken refuge in shelters at one point.

Commuters stranded 
The strong winds downed trees and power lines.

Nearly 760,000 households were still without elec-
tricity in the Tokyo area Monday evening. Scaffolding
was ripped from buildings and protective sheeting
hung to keep construction debris off the streets was
crumpled and torn by the storm. While the damage
was relatively light given the wind speeds, it was
enough to cause chaos in the capital’s notoriously
busy morning commute.

The overland East Japan Railway train system was
largely halted in the early hours of operation while
tracks were checked for fallen trees and other debris.
The storm also caused delays and stoppages on sub-
way lines, leading to massive crowds at some stations in
the busy metropolitan area that is home to 36 million
people. Bullet train services that were suspended dur-
ing the storm had largely resumed, though some were
operating on a reduced schedule. Some roads were
blocked by downed trees. And trains running to and
from Narita International Airport were halted, with
buses and taxis the only options left to those arriving or
hoping to fly out. Thousands of people were stranded
at the airport Monday evening, with officials preparing
to distribute blankets and food.

Wallabies arrival delayed 
At least 138 domestic flights were cancelled, with the

weather even delaying the arrival of the Wallabies in
Tokyo on Monday ahead of the World Cup that kicks
off on September 20. The French team managed to
sneak in just ahead of the typhoon and reach their
training camp near Mount Fuji. By mid-Monday morn-
ing, the storm had moved back offshore and was head-
ed northeast away from Japan, back into the Pacific.

The weather agency warned that landslides were still
possible in Chiba as well as the northern Fukushima
region as the storm headed away from land. Japan is

used to severe tropical storms and typhoons during late
summer and autumn. Strong typhoon Krosa lashed
western Japan in mid-August, bringing strong winds
and torrential rain that claimed one life. And in late
August, heavy rains left three people dead when mas-
sive floods also hit western Japan.

But this year, the typhoon season coincides with the
Rugby World Cup, presenting a possible headache for
teams and organizers. Tournament rules say that if a
pool match has to be scrapped due to extreme weather,

it is classed as a draw, which could have a major impact
on what is set to be a very close competition.

Nicholas van Santen, a spokesman for Rugby World
Cup organizers, said they were working closely with
the teams to minimize any disruption to their training
schedules. “In the days and hours leading up to the
typhoon making landfall, the organizing committee
monitored the situation closely with the tournament’s
weather information provider and the relevant authori-
ties,” said Van Santen. — AFP

MOSCOW: Pro-Kremlin candidates suffered major
losses in a Moscow city election, results showed yes-
terday, following a police crackdown on a wave of anti-
government protests over the summer. But Kremlin-
backed candidates dominated in other local and
regional elections held outside of the capital at the
weekend. Demonstrations broke out in Moscow after
top opposition figures were barred from standing in the
city vote, but they widened in scope after a harsh
response from authorities.

Kremlin-backed candidates previously held 38 of the
Moscow assembly’s 45 seats, but after the Sunday elec-
tion that figure was down to 25. Opposition leader Alexei
Navalny, who called the first summer protests after his
allies were kept off the ballot paper, put the losses down
to his “Smart Voting” plan.  The campaign called on
Muscovites to back the politician, whatever their affilia-
tion, most likely to beat a pro-Kremlin candidate.

The beneficiaries were the Communist Party-which
took 13 seats, up from five-as well as the liberal
Yabloko party and the left-leaning Just Russia, which
each took three places. The shake-up in the city parlia-
ment comes amid a stagnating economy, declining liv-
ing standards and a fall in President Vladimir Putin’s
approval ratings. “We fought for this together. Thanks
to everyone for their contribution,” Navalny said on
Twitter following the Moscow results.

Lyubov Sobol, who emerged as a protest leader
after she was blocked from running in the election, said
the vote would go “down in history thanks to the
courage and perseverance of Muscovites, and the cow-
ardice and meanness” of the city administration.

Collapse in popularity    
But Viktor Seliverstov, a lawmaker in the ruling

United Russia party, played down the role of Navalny’s

scheme. “I don’t see the effect of this so-called tactical
voting. Communists aren’t smart voting-Communists
are Communists,” he told Russian media. United Russia,
formed in 2001 to support Putin, has seen its popularity
collapse in recent years. In Moscow, none of the pro-
Kremlin candidates ran under its banner, instead pre-
senting themselves as “independents”.

Kremlin-backed candidates won in all 16 regions
where there were elections for governor. Alexander
Beglov, the gaffe-prone acting governor of Saint
Petersburg, was elected to lead Russia’s second city
after his main rival controversially withdrew a week
before the vote. Activists alleged irregularities at
polling stations across the country, while videos
emerged on social media of ballot stuffing in Saint
Petersburg and elsewhere.

The Kremlin also saw an upset in Far Eastern
Khabarovsk, where the nationalist LDPR party took a

majority in the city council. The region already has an
LDPR governor. Tens of thousands of people have tak-
en to the streets of Moscow over the last few months
calling for free and fair elections. Police detained sever-
al thousand of them and while most were released
quickly, some faced serious charges. In the week before
the election, five were sentenced to jail time ranging
from two to four years.

On election day, police detained several protest fig-
ures including Maria Alyokhina of political punk group
Pussy Riot and Ilya Azar, a journalist and city councilor.
The results came as the United Nations rights chief
urged an investigation into excessive use of force by
Russian police in response to the protests. Analysts
described the local vote as a test ahead of national par-
liamentary elections due in 2021 — both of the opposi-
tion’s ability to mobilize support and the authorities’
willingness to tolerate dissent. — AFP 
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MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin (right) arrives to cast his vote at a polling station for the Moscow Duma elections on Sunday. — AFP 

Kremlin suffers losses in Moscow vote 
Shake-up in city parliament comes amid fall in Putin’s approval ratings 

TOMISATO, Japan: A truck turned over by high winds lies on a highway in Tomisato. — AFP


