
KUWAIT: It is imperative to ensure
the protection of the environment
given the fact that it is among the
most enduring signals of humanity,
said a minister yesterday. Kuwait is
eager to work closely with global
bodies, including the United Nations,
in efforts to guarantee a healthy and
sustainable environment, Minister of
State for Economic Affairs Mariam
Al-Aqeel said amid Kuwait-hosted
talks over environment conservation.

Addressing member states of the
International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN), the minister
emphasized that cooperation is the
most reliable strategy to ensure
that environmental goals ultimately
come to fruition. Highlighting the
importance of  such gatherings,
IUCN president Zhang Xinsheng
said the talks provide a chance to
assess and re-evaluate plans, pin-
pointing water scarcity and climate
change as the most perennial envi-
ronmental challenges.

Jordan’s Minister of Agriculture
and Environment Ibrahim Shahahdeh
pointed out that it is incumbent upon
national governments to throw their
weight behind environment conser-
vation efforts, if for no other reason
than to guarantee the betterment of

future generations. On the talks,
Kuwait’s director general of the
Environment Public Authority Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Humoud Al-Sabah
revealed that more than 100 officials
have assembled for the forum, with
the common goal of protecting the

environment particularly in Asia. Any
environment conservation plan will
prove futile if people are not cog-

nizant of the necessity to protect the
environment and ensure their wellbe-
ing, he added. — KUNA 

China keen on
strengthening 
strategic relations
with Kuwait 
BEIJING: China is keen to strengthen the histori-
cal and strategic relations with Kuwait within the
framework of the directives of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and Chinese President Xi Jinping, a Chinese official
said yesterday.

This came during a meeting between the
Secretary General of the Central Municipal
Committee of the Communist Party of China in
Tai’an City, Cui Honggang and Kuwaiti
Ambassador to China Samih Hayat, on the sidelines
of his participation in the International Investment
Cooperation Forum and the opening of the
International Mount Tai Climbing Festival.

Honggang said there are tremendous potentials
to develop the existing strategic relations between
the two countries, noting that the Chinese presi-
dent and His Highness the Amir have met several
times and have drawn up the roadmap for develop-
ing bilateral relations. He called for speeding up the
implementation of the agreements reached by the
leaderships of the two countries, and enhancing

cooperation and working together to facilitate the
implementation of the “Belt and Road” initiative.

“We look forward to working closely with
Kuwait in protecting the multilateral free trade sys-
tem”, he said, adding that Kuwait, through its lead-
ing role in negotiations, will contribute to finalizing
the signing of a free trade agreement between
Kuwait and the rest of the GCC with China. The
Chinese official also praised the great role played
by Kuwait in the humanitarian and charitable fields,
expressing his country’s congratulations on the
fifth anniversary of UN honoring of His Highness

the Amir as “Humanitarian Leader”.
For his part, Ambassador Hayat stressed the

importance of continuous communication at all lev-
els to deepen and strengthen strategic relations with
China. During the meeting, Hayat underscored
necessity of activating fruitful cooperation through
the implementation of the agreements signed
between the governments of the two countries, and
pushing for further development of the comprehen-
sive strategic partnership between Kuwait and
China. He confirmed that China has become
Kuwait’s first trading partner. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The contributions of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah have
boosted Kuwait’s international standing, said Minister
of Commerce and Industry and State Minister for
Services Khaled Al-Roudhan yesterday. In a press
statement, Al-Roudhan congratulated His Highness the
Amir on the fifth anniversary of naming him as “Leader
of Humanitarian Action” and Kuwait as “Center of
Humanitarian Action” by the United Nations.

These contributions put Kuwait on the map of
humanitarian action through His Highness’s effort
provided for humanitarian work, as Kuwait humani-
tarian assistance has reached all over the world, Al-
Roudhan said. HH the Amir’s achievements extended
to al l  parts of the world, earned him the t i t le ,
“Leader of Humanitarian Action”, as it reflects the
great role played by His Highness in the service of
humanity and for pursuit of peace and stability in
the world, he added.  

Elsewhere, the Kuwaiti Ministry of Information has
installed two booths depicting the fifth anniversary of
the UN designation of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah as “Leader of
Humanitarian Action” and Kuwait as “Center of
Humanitarian Action.” The booths were placed at the
airport terminal T-4 and the 360 mall, said Mesfer Al-
Hayan, the director of the exhibitions at the ministry, in
a statement yesterday. The ministry is also distributing
publications about the humanitarian and development

role on part of His Highness, as well as shedding a light
on Kuwait’s role in offering aid to various parts of the
world to help peoples afflicted with hunger, poverty
and natural catastrophes.

In related news, Kuwait Red Crescent Society
(KRCS) yesterday also heaped praise on HH the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, saying his
name has become synonymous with philanthropy. The
remarks were made by the Kuwaiti charity’s chairman
Dr Hilal Al-Sayer come five years to the day where the
United Nations honored His Highness the Amir, ulti-
mately christening him a “Humanitarian Leader” in
recognition of his immense contributions towards
humanitarian causes.

He said HH the Amir has always espoused timely and
effective aid for those less fortunate, citing Iraq, Yemen,
Somalia, amongst other countries, as the beneficiaries
of Kuwaiti aid. This year has been nothing short of
remarkable for KRCS in terms of the scope of aid the
charity has given, he highlighted, saying the Kuwaiti
people are “proud of His Highness the Amir” for his
determination to rid the world of human misery. 

Officials praise Amir 
Kuwait’s Minister of Information Mohammad Al-

Jabri has stated that the 2014 UN honoring of HH the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah was
well-deserved and a recognition of Kuwait’s great
record of humanitarian activities. In a press statement

issued Sunday of the occasion of the fifth anniversary
of the UN honoring of His Highness the Amir, Al-Jabri,
also minister of state for youth affairs, hailed the pre-
vailing love and respect of His Highness the Amir across
the world.

There is no global consensus on the love of a leader
similar to that of HH the Amir who revived and still is
promoting the common human values, he said. He
described HH the Amir as a leader of initiatives and a
man who guides the world towards the better future for
humanity. “HH the Amir is a mirror through which
everyone sees his\her human soul which hates oppres-
sion whatever its kind or cause,” he said. Minister Al-
Jabri said that the UN honoring of His Highness the
Amir was a source of pride for all Arabs and Muslims
and a recognition of all positive sentiments towards
humans who suffer anywhere.

HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah’s immense contributions towards humanitarian
causes have placed Kuwait in the upper echelons of the
international community, said an official on Sunday.
Some five years after HH the Amir was christened
“Humanitarian Leader” by the United Nations, the
Governor of the Capital Governorate Sheikh Talal Al-
Sabah said that “no words can adequately describe” his
elation over the accolade.

HH the Amir’s UN moniker is well-deserved given
how his prolific career was devoted to the betterment
of humanity, the Kuwaiti official emphasized. The

recognition HH the Amir has received from the biggest
intergovernmental body in the world will forever stand
the test of time, he added, describing it as the highlight
of his career and something that all Kuwaitis should be
proud of. He went on to wish the country continued
prosperity and success under the watchful eye of His
Highness the Amir.  — KUNA 
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BEIJING: Cui Honggang speaks with Kuwaiti Ambassador to China Samih Hayat. —KUNA

Kuwaiti diplomat confirms 
support for Palestinians 
CAIRO: Kuwaiti Assistant Foreign Minister for Arab Affairs
Ambassador Fahad Al-Awadhi on Sunday confirmed Kuwait’s
continuous support of the Palestinian cause that takes huge
attention from all Arab countries. This came in a statement by
Ambassador Al-Awadhi to KUNA on the sidelines of Kuwait
participation at the 152nd session of Arab League Council at
permanent delegates’ level.

Al-Awadhi also pointed out that the Council is keen on dis-
cussing every issue related to the Palestinian cause in light of
the continuous Israeli occupation and violations against the
holy sites and the Palestinian people. He also stressed Kuwait
continues supporting the brothers in Palestine, whether
through UN Security Council as Kuwait is the only Arab mem-
ber of the Council or at the humanitarian level through finan-
cial support.

He stressed the need of international community to sup-
port the budget of the Palestinian Authority, Al-Quds Fund
and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA)
and other bodies that support the Palestinian people. The
session discussed solidarity with Lebanon, developments in
Syria, Libya and Yemen and the occupation of the three Arab
islands Lesser Tunb, Greater Tunb and Abu Musa of the
United Arab Emirates in the Arabian Gulf.  — KUNA 

Kuwait-US relations
have evolved into a
strategic partnership 
KUWAIT: Kuwait-US relations have been solid and friendly for more
than 100 years and have evolved with time into strategic partnership
at diverse levels. The United States of America recognized the State of
Kuwait only three months after independence, on September 22, 1961,
and later on, diplomatic relations were established. These ties have
been based on principles upon which Kuwait has worked out its for-
eign policy and relations with other states; namely non-intervention in
nations’ domestic affairs, good neighborliness policy, neutrality and
cooperation at economic and diplomatic levels.

Moreover, Kuwait seeks to attain other objectives with diplomacy
and other means for safeguarding its security, stability and territorial
sanctity, as well as the Gulf security, stability, Muslims’ solidarity and
efforts for a just and permanent settlement for the Palestinian cause.

On these grounds, the Kuwaiti-US relations have been main-
tained; a relationship of understanding, clarity, friendship and coop-
eration for service of the two peoples’ interests. Corner stone of
these relations dated back to 105 with construction of the American
Hospital in October 1941. In the 60s and 70s of the past century, the
relations were friendly, but the 80s, the relationship turned into a
partnership with the hoisting of the American Flag on Kuwaiti oil
tankers during the Iran-Iraq war.

In the 90s, it became a strategic bond — namely when
Washington led an international coalition for liberating Kuwait.
These relations deepened further after Washington, in 2004, classi-
fied Kuwait as a Major non-NATO Ally (MNNA). The two countries
are also bonded with close economic and commercial bonds.
American exports to Kuwait, in 2017, hit USD 5.2 billion and Kuwaiti
exports to US, reached USD three billion.

There are more than 200 American companies in Kuwait, with 75
American restaurants along with 4,000 American products in the
domestic market. Kuwait and the US signed in February 2014 a
framework agreement for commerce and investment, in an initial
step toward an aspired free trade accord. In light of the agreement,
the Kuwaiti-US council for commerce and investment was estab-
lished. Its first meeting was held in May 2004 in Washington.

At the educational and scientific levels, a large number of Kuwaiti
students attain their higher studies in the US. Their number, in 2017,
reached more than 14,000. The US is a main arms supplier to Kuwait
and Kuwaiti military cadets receive training and military education at
American academies and universities. Kuwait and Washington, since
1984, have worked out several deals to buy arms including advanced
warplanes, missiles and air defense systems.

Following Kuwait’s liberation on February 26, 1991, the Kuwaiti-
American military cooperation was crowned with a security pact, in
September 1991, according to which the two countries would cooperate
in various military sectors, training and security. On March 20, 2019, a
decree was issued approving a memo regarding strategic dialogue —
the basis to pursue boosting the strategic partnership. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Officials touring the exhibition on the sidelines of the forum. — KUNA photos  
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