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News in brief

Syrian found guilty of maid’s murder

KUWAIT: Reports from Manila quote the Philippine
Department of Foreign Affairs as saying that one of the
employers of slain Filipina worker Joanna Demafelis
was found guilty of murder. The Philippine Star said
the Syrian district criminal court found Mouna Ali
Hassoun guilty of killing Demafelis. Hassoun is the wife
of Lebanese Nader Essam Assaf, who is also charged
with murder in Lebanon. Both Assaf and Hassoun were
sentenced to death (in absentia) by hanging by
Kuwait’s Criminal Court last year. In Feb 2018, the
body of Demafelis was found in a freezer in an aban-
doned apartment in Maidan Hawally. — Agencies

Call to ban non-halal protein bars 

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Food and
Nutrition (PAFN) has called for imposing a ban on all
imports of several kinds of protein bars for including
non-halal ingredients. In a press statement Sunday,
PAFN Secretary General Adel Al-Suwait said the
authority singled out Snickers, Mars, Bounty and
Milky Way protein bars for the ban. He pointed that
the authority has found that these products had non-
halal ingredients. — KUNA (See Page 4)

India car sales record worst-ever fall 

MUMBAI: Passenger car sales in India plunged by 41
percent in their worst monthly fall on record, data
showed yesterday, as the weakening economy hit
demand and manufacturers called for government
relief. It was the tenth straight month of falls in car
sales amid soft consumer demand in Asia’s third-
largest economy, where growth slowed for the fifth
straight quarter in the April-to-June period to 5.0
percent. Sales of commercial vehicles tumbled by 39
percent, while motorcycles and scooters dropped by
22 percent, the data showed. Thousands of jobs have
also been lost across the sector. — (See Page 12)

17 killed in Morocco bus crash

RABAT: At least 17 people were killed in Morocco
when floodwaters overturned their bus in the king-
dom’s southeast, authorities said yesterday in a
revised toll. Rescuers have been searching for bodies
since the accident Sunday, when the bus flipped on a
bridge in a valley near the city of Errachidia, authori-
ties said. They said a further 29 passengers, with vari-
ous injuries but in “stable” condition, had been trans-
ferred to a hospital in Errachidia. Rescuers were con-
tinuing their search. — AFP 

Crude gets boost as new Saudi 
minister commits to output cuts

ABU DHABI: Saudi Arabia’s new energy
minister, Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman, said
yesterday that oil production cuts would
benefit all exporting nations, in an indication
he wil l  support further reductions to
address an oversupplied market and sag-
ging prices. In his first comments since
being appointed by his father King Salman
on Sunday, the minister signaled no major
change in approach in Saudi Arabia, the de
facto OPEC leader which pumps about a
third of the cartel’s oil. “The pillars of our oil
policy are pre-determined and will not
change,” he told Saudi broadcaster Al-
Arabiya.

The prince was in Abu Dhabi to attend
the World Energy Congress, followed by a
meeting on Thursday of the Joint Ministerial
Monitoring Committee (JMMC) of the
OPEC+ al l iance for a supply cut deal
reached last year. The ministers will consid-
er fresh reductions, even though analysts
are doubtful such a move would succeed in
bolstering crude prices which have been
badly dented by the US-China trade war.

Crude prices are moving around levels of
$60 a barrel, in contrast with more than $75
a year ago, but were given a boost Monday
by the Saudi official’s comments, with West
Texas Intermediate oil for October delivery
advancing 53 cents to $57.05 a barrel.
Prince Abdulaziz said that the trade war,
which has triggered fears of a global reces-
sion, has cast a “fog” over the oil market.
However, he appeared to swing his support

behind further curbs to rebalance the crude
market. “Cutting output will benefit all
members of OPEC,” he told Al-Arabiya on
the sidelines of the conference, but added to
reporters later that “it would be wrong” for
him to pre-empt the decision of the alliance.

The International Energy Agency (IEA)
last week lowered its growth forecast for oil
demand for 2019 and 2020, blaming the ugly
US-China trade dispute which has triggered
fears of a global recession. “If I (am) to be
concerned with IEA projections, I’ll proba-
bly be on Prozac al l  the t ime,” Prince

Abdulaziz said with a laugh, referring to the
well-known antidepressant.

The prince also made light of gloomy
depictions of the global outlook. “Do we
have a recession today? No. They’re pro-
jecting a recession subject to a possible
trade war. Where is it?” he told reporters on
the sidelines of the conference. “Do you
really believe that the US and China and
those other countries involved in this issue
would not have the wisdom and sensibility
to try and overcome these issues?”

Continued on Page 24

WASHINGTON: White House
spokesman John Derry said in a state-
ment that US President Donald Trump
wishes his friend HH the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
will recover quickly after his admis-
sion at a hospital in the US to com-
plete medical checkups. President
Trump has been informed that his
scheduled meeting with HH the Amir
on Sept 12 has been postponed to a
later date, the White House
spokesman said. The president is
looking forward to meet HH the Amir

when he recovers, Derry added.
HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-

Ahmad is greatly respected and has
remained a “grand partner to the
United States in the face of chal-
lenges in the region (the Middle
East)”, he said. Kuwaiti Minister of
Amiri Diwan Affairs Ali Jarrah Al-
Sabah announced on Sunday that HH
the Amir had been admitted at a hos-
pital in the US to complete medical
checkups, thus his scheduled meeting
with Trump had been adjourned to a
date to be set later. — KUNA 

MANILA: Gridlock in Manila is costing lives as ambu-
lances stuck in traffic face severe delays in the race
against the clock to reach the city’s hospitals, medics
warn. Special lanes for emergency vehicles are not
enforced, the infrastructure is outdated, and local driv-
ers are often unwilling or unable to make way - a situa-
tion experts say is causing patients to die en route. 

“You feel empty. It is as if you were not given a
chance to do everything in your capacity to help,”
ambulance driver and paramedic Joseph Laylo told AFP.
“If the traffic was not that bad it could have saved the
patient,” he added, recalling how he lost a patient when

congestion tripled the time to hospital. Even with an
encyclopedic knowledge of short cuts or aggressive
driving such as blasting their horns or bumping unyield-
ing vehicles, it is not always enough to arrive in time.
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MANILA: This photo taken on Aug 5, 2019 shows an
ambulance negotiating through rush hour traffic along
the EDSA highway. — AFP 

KHARTOUM: Asma Mohamed Abdalla, a seasoned
diplomat who was sacked decades ago by now ousted
leader Omar Al-Bashir, has become Sudan’s first female
foreign minister as the country transitions to civilian
rule. Born in 1946, Abdalla was sworn in on Sunday as a
member of the country’s new 18-member cabinet, the
first since Bashir was overthrown by the army in April.
Bashir, who had seized power in an Islamist-backed
coup in 1989, was deposed following months of nation-

wide protests against his
ironfisted rule.

Dressed in a white tradi-
tional Sudanese thobe and
wearing spectacles, Abdalla
took the oath as foreign
affairs minister at the presi-
dential palace along with 17
other ministers. The swear-
ing-in ceremony was held
in the presence of members
of the joint civilian-military
ruling sovereign council, including its chief General
Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan. The sovereign council will
oversee a 39-month transition period as Sudan
embarks on the road to civilian rule, the main demand
of protesters.
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DOHA: Qatar has turned a busy stretch
of road in the capital Doha bright blue as
part of an experiment to cool the tarmac
surface and reduce the temperature of
surrounding areas. Temperatures in the
desert emirate sometimes reach 50
degrees Celsius and heat was a major
concern when the country was named as
host of the 2022 World Cup. While the

tournament will be hosted in the cooler
winter months to avoid the hottest peri-
od, Doha still grapples with stifling con-
ditions in the summer.

High temperatures can cause car
dashboards to crack, paintwork to dis-
color and plastic trim to melt - encour-
aging authorities to look for innovative
solutions. A 200 m stretch of a down-
town thoroughfare leading to the water-
front has been coated with a one mil-
limeter-thick blue heat-reflective pig-
ment. Over an 18-month trial period
Ashghal, Qatar’s public works authority,
will test if the new surface effectively
brings down the temperature 
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ABU DHABI: (From left) UAE’s head of State for National Security Hazza bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan tours with Saudi Arabia’s Energy Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman and UAE’s
Minister of Energy and Industry Suhail Al-Mazrouei during the opening ceremony of the
24th World Energy Congress yesterday. — AFP 

DOHA: A busy stretch of road is painted bright blue as part of an experiment to cool
the tarmac surface. — AFP 

GENEVA: Nearly 800,000 people commit suicide
each year - more than those killed by war and homicide
or breast cancer, the World Health Organization said
yesterday, urging action to avert the tragedies. In a
fresh report, the UN health agency said that the global
suicide rate had fallen somewhat between 2010 and
2016, but the number of deaths has remained stable
because of a growing global population. “Despite
progress, one person still dies every 40 seconds from
suicide,” WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said in a statement, insisting that “every
death is a tragedy for family, friends and colleagues.” 

The global suicide rate in 2016 - the last year for
which data was available - stood at 10.5 per 100,000
people. But rates varied widely, with suicides in some
countries as low as five per 100,000, while Guyana,
which topped the scales, registered a rate of over 30
per 100,000. Overall, the global suicide rate fell by
nearly 10 percent from 2010 to 2016, with the western
Pacific showing declines of nearly 20 percent and
Southeast Asia registering a decline of only 4.2 percent.

The Americas meanwhile was the only region that
showed an uptick in suicides, with a six percent hike over
the six-year period. “We know that in the region of the
Americas, access to firearms and guns is an important
means of suicide,” Alexandra Fleischmann of WHO’s men-
tal health division, told reporters in Geneva in answer to a
question. The overall decline is explained by the fact that
a number of countries - 38 in total - have put in place sui-
cide prevention strategies, WHO said, stressing however
that many more countries must follow suit.
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