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In a statement, Ansari said that the start of classes at
the new campus is a distinctive step and a new addition to
Kuwait University. He expressed congratulations on the
start of the new academic year and thanked KU members
and academic staff for providing all opportunities to stu-
dents to increase their educational level and improve their
scientific and practical experiences at various university
colleges.

The traffic problems at the campus led many students
and professors to express their dissatisfaction on social
media via videos, memes and angry comments. Khalid Al-
Saud, a student who posted a video on Twitter of the traf-
fic jam at the university yesterday morning, said he was
upset about having to wait a long time in the traffic. “I
think the lack of gates is the cause of this chaos. Also, the
roads could not absorb the large number of students who
came today,” he told Kuwait Times. Saud however praised
the architectural design of the university, adding the
classrooms looked great.

Noura, another student, said opening Sabah Al-Salem
University is the first step of Kuwait’s educational devel-
opment and progress, but said authorities have to solve
the problems of traffic congestion that they experienced
at the old campus in Kaifan. “We hope that the problems
of old Kuwait University will not be repeated at Sabah Al-
Salem University. The management must work to avoid
the problems that occurred previously over traffic con-

gestion and parking, especially since there is an increase
in students and faculty members,” she said.

Kuwait University Deputy Director General for
Development Adel Al-Husseinan said the university wit-
nessed operation of a large part of its campus, which
includes six colleges of Education, Arts, Business
Administration, Life Sciences, Science and Engineering
and Petroleum. Husseinan called on students to make bet-
ter use of their time and university facilities, which in turn
will reflect on their educational achievement. The new fac-
ulties utilize modern scientific methods in the classrooms
that help professors give lectures with the best methods,
he added.

Dean of Admission and Registration Ali Al-Mutairi and
Dean of Student Affairs Ali Al-Nami congratulated the
students on the start of the academic year at the new
campus, wishing them a fruitful year and for KU to
become one of the distinguished universities. Classes
were launched at the new campus with a special learning
environment and services that contribute to improving the
educational process and pushing students to do more to
reach the highest ranks. 

The 490-hectare Sabah Al-Salem University City has
four gates. The traffic lights near the university turn red
very quickly, barely allowing cars to approach. It is easier
to reach the university through the new bridge on Sixth
Ring Road off Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh instead of the inside
streets of Farwaniya. 

Meanwhile, the administrative court yesterday
adjourned hearing a case demanding suspending the
transfer of Kuwait University to the new Shadadiya cam-
pus pending the government’s response. The case was
filed because construction at the campus is still in
progress, which could endanger the lives of students.
(Material from KUNA used in this report) 
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But he warned that the United States was also inflicting
a toll on the Taleban, saying that US forces had killed
more than 1,000 insurgents in the past 10 days alone. “If
the Taleban don’t behave, if they don’t deliver on the com-
mitments they made to us for weeks and in some cases
months, the president of the United States is not going to
reduce the pressure,” Pompeo said on CNN.

Veteran US negotiator Zalmay Khalilzad had spent a
year meeting with the Taleban, who confirmed that they
considered the deal finished. Taleban spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahid said that Trump showed “neither
experience nor patience”. “Americans will be harmed
more than any other” by Trump’s decision, a Taleban
statement warned. US “credibility will be harmed, their
anti-peace stance will become more visible to the world,
their casualties and financial losses will increase, and the
US role in international political interaction will be dis-
credited even further,” it said.

But the spokesman said that the Taleban still believe
“that the American side will come back to this position” of
talks that seek “the complete end of the occupation”. The
office of Ghani, whose government is rejected by the
Taleban as illegitimate, cautiously saluted the “sincere
efforts of its allies” after Trump called off the summit. The

Afghan presidency in a statement also “insisted that a real
peace can only be achieved if the Taleban stop killing
Afghans and accept a ceasefire, and face-to-face talks
with the Afghan government.”

Trump’s dramatic about-face came weeks before
Afghanistan holds presidential elections, raising fears that
the Taleban will step up their campaign of violence to dis-
rupt voting. Trump relishes dramatic gestures, such as
meeting North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, but the idea of
inviting Taleban leaders to US soil still stunned Washington.
The would-be talks angered even some allies of Trump,
who noted that the Taleban would be visiting three days
before the 18th anniversary of the Sept 11 attacks, which
triggered the US invasion of Afghanistan. “Camp David is
where America’s leaders met to plan our response after Al-
Qaeda, supported by the Taleban, killed 3,000 Americans
on 9/11. No member of the Taleban should set foot there.
Ever,” tweeted Liz Cheney, a Republican congresswoman
and daughter of former vice president Dick Cheney.
Considering Trump’s penchant for bombast, some ques-
tioned if the summit was even set to take place.

“I’m still looking for confirmation an actual, physical
trip to Camp David was planned,” Democratic presiden-
tial candidate Julian Castro told CNN, while adding: “It’s
very odd to invite a terrorist organization like that to
Camp David.” Pompeo said that Trump had said of the
Taleban, “I want to look them in the eyes, I want to see if
we can get to the final outcome that we need so we could
sign off on the deal.” On the eve of the canceled summit,
Pompeo traveled to the Dover Air Force Base in Delaware
for the return of the remains of the US soldier killed in
Kabul, Elis Barreto Ortiz. — AFP 
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Whereas the last legislative elections, in 2014, were
fought along pro- and anti-Islamist lines, economic and
social factors are the key issues in the next polls. “This
divide between Islamists and supporters of secularism
is no longer... credible,” said political scientist Hamza
Meddeb, pointing out that all of Tunisia’s main political
parties have governed in coalition with Ennahdha over
the past five years.

But Ennahdha carries the scars of its first taste of
political power after the party in late 2011 won the first
legislative polls after Ben Ali’s fall. Weighed down by
crises and faced with a strong opposition, Ennahdha
had to make way for a cabinet of technocrats in early
2014. Since 2016, Ennahdha has been branding itself as
a “civil” movement that distinguishes between politics
and religion, and it now describes itself as a “Muslim
democratic” party.

Opinions are divided on whether its candidate will

emerge as one of the two candidates who go forward
to a second round of presidential polling. But Mourou,
who has been interim speaker of parliament since July,
is widely seen as a moderate and far less divisive figure
than Ghannouchi. “He’s the least Islamist of the
Islamists, he can attract voters who are not close to the
party,” according to Meddeb. A lawyer in his 70s who
wears traditional costume while advocating more open-
ness in the party, Mourou is not typical of Ennahdha.

Although it was beaten in 2014 by Essebsi’s secular
Nidaa Tounes party, Ennahdha took part in a coalition.
In effect, it has never been fully left out of power in the
last eight years of transition to democracy. In the presi-
dential contest, voters will for the first time have to
decide whether they can entrust Ennahdha with the
office of head of state, responsible for the North
African nation’s defense.

Trust on social issues is also a key factor. As for
Ghannouchi, he has his sights set on the post of parlia-
ment speaker after the October vote and wants
Ennahdha to play a key role in forming Tunisia’s next
government, political analysts say. Editorialist Ziyed
Krichen sees the party keeping up its “strategy of
alliances so as not to be center stage”.  But “if Mourou
gets a low score, it risks being swept away in the leg-
islative polls”, he said. — AFP 
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said Colonel Myles Caggins, spokesman for the US-led
coalition against IS. The YPG forms the backbone of the
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) - a key partner of
Washington in the fight against IS jihadists in Syria. But
Ankara sees the YPG as an extension of the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers’ Party.

The PKK, which has waged an insurgency against the
Turkish state since 1984, is blacklisted as a terrorist group
by Ankara, the US and the European Union. Washington’s
support for the SDF has been a major point of friction with
fellow NATO member Turkey. Caggins said the patrol
demonstrated the coalition’s “continued commitment to
address Turkey’s legitimate security concerns, while also
allowing the coalition and our SDF partners to remain
focused on achieving the enduring defeat” of IS. 

Turkey carried out unilateral offensives in northern
Syria against IS in 2016 and the YPG in 2018. As the
regional fight against IS winds down, the prospect of a US
military withdrawal has stoked Kurdish fears of another
Turkish attack. “We are implementing the agreement and
we have no problem with it as long as it prevents war,”

said Riyad Khamis, the head of an SDF-led military council
in the border town of Tal Abyad. Although they led the
US-backed fight against IS, Syria’s Kurds have largely
stayed out of Syria’s eight-year civil war, instead building
their own autonomous institutions in areas they control.

Yesterday’s patrol drew sharp criticism from Damascus,
which labelled it a flagrant “aggression” that seeks to pro-
long Syria’s war. It also reiterated its “absolute rejection”
of the planned safe zone, calling it a violation of Syria’s
sovereignty. Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has
threatened to launch an operation against the YPG in Syria
unless progress is made on setting up the safe zone.
Erdogan said his US counterpart Donald Trump had prom-
ised the buffer would be 32 km wide. Turkish army chief
General Yasar Guler told General Joseph Dunford, the top
US military officer, in a phone call on Saturday that the
safe zone must be set up without delay, the Turkish
defense ministry said. A joint center of operations was
recently established as part of the agreement. Ankara
hopes the safe zone will smooth the way for the return of
some of the more than 3.6 million Syrian refugees living in
Turkey, but experts say the situation remains unclear.

“We may have joint patrols but we still don’t have a
joint understanding of what the safe zone is,” said
Nicholas Danforth, senior visiting fellow at the German
Marshall Fund of the United States. “America sees the safe
zone as a way to preserve our relationship with the SDF
and preserve the SDF’s autonomy. Turkey sees the safe
zone as a step toward ending them both.” — AFP 
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Falih’s powers were diminished last month when the
world’s top oil exporter announced the creation of a
new ministry of industry and mineral resources, sepa-
rating it from his energy ministry.

It was widely speculated that top officials were dis-
satisfied with Falih as oil prices sagged ahead of the
Aramco IPO. Economic uncertainty fanned, by an
ongoing US-China trade war, has dragged Brent crude
prices to around $60 a barrel in recent weeks, well
below the $85 mark that experts say is needed to bal-
ance the Saudi budget.

The OPEC petroleum exporters’ cartel and key non-
OPEC members are scheduled to meet in Abu Dhabi on
Thursday to review their strategy on limiting produc-
tion to halt a slide in prices. Cartel kingpin Saudi
Arabia, which pumps around a third of OPEC’s oil, has
resorted to massive production cuts to lift prices since
the market crash in mid-2014. It was unclear whether
there would be a change in policy under Prince
Abdulaziz, who joined the oil ministry in the 1980s and
has held a variety of senior roles.

“Prince Abdulaziz is a very seasoned veteran of
Saudi and OPEC policy making,” Bob McNally, presi-
dent of Rapidan Energy Group, told Bloomberg News.
“He won’t have a learning curve. I don’t expect any big
rupture in current Saudi oil policy.” “He (Prince
Abdulaziz) is an incredibly capable technocrat, who is
steeped in the energy industry,” said Helima Croft,

managing director of RBC Capital Markets. “I do not
think there will be any major shifts coming on OPEC
policy or broader initiatives.”

Aramco is stepping up efforts to float around five
percent of the company, seeking to raise up to $100
billion based on a $2 trillion valuation of the whole firm.
But low oil prices have left some investors in doubt that
Aramco is really worth that much. Failure to reach a $2
trillion valuation as desired by Saudi rulers is widely
considered the reason the IPO, earlier scheduled for
2018, was delayed.

The planned IPO forms the cornerstone of a reform
program envisaged by Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman to wean the Saudi economy off its reliance on
oil. Saudi Aramco has not announced where the listing
will be held, but London, New York and Hong Kong
have all vied for a slice of the much-touted IPO.

Prince Abdulaziz helped negotiate the current
agreement between OPEC and non-OPEC countries, a
group known as OPEC+, to cut global crude supply to
support prices and balance the market. “Saudi oil poli-
cy will be enhanced by the appointment of Prince
Abdulaziz, through strengthening cooperation among
OPEC and with non-OPEC,” a Saudi official told
Reuters. Saudi Arabia has cut more than its oil output
target under the OPEC+ supply pact to support oil
prices needed to achieve a high valuation of state oil
giant Aramco ahead of its planned listing.

The prince was named minister of state for energy
affairs in 2017 and worked closely with previous oil
minister Ali Al-Naimi for years as his deputy. Some
industry insiders say his lengthy experience has helped
overcome an unwritten rule against appointing a royal
to run the oil portfolio in Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia has
had five oil ministers since 1960, and none of them has
been a royal. — Agencies 
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TEHRAN: Iran’s atomic agency chief hit out
yesterday at European powers, saying their
broken promises gave the Islamic republic lit-
tle choice but to scale back its commitments
under a nuclear deal. Ali Akbar Salehi was
speaking to reporters alongside Cornel Feruta,
the acting head of the International Atomic
Energy Agency who was on a one-day visit to
Tehran. The IAEA official’s visit came less
than 24 hours after Iran said it was firing up
advanced centrifuges that enrich uranium at a
faster rate - the latest blow to the landmark
2015 nuclear deal.

It was the third step in a strategy Iran
implemented in May, reducing its nuclear
commitments in a bid to force the deal’s
remaining parties to deliver on promises of
relief from crippling US sanctions. Britain,
France and Germany have been trying to save
the nuclear deal, which began unravelling last
year when US President Donald Trump with-
drew from it and began reimposing the puni-
tive measures against Iran.

“The European Union was supposed to be
the replacement of the US but, unfortunately,
they failed to act on their promises,” Salehi
told reporters. “We heard the EU spokesper-
son say they would be committed to the

JCPOA as long as Iran is,” he said, referring
to the deal by its formal name, the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action. “I am won-
dering. Are they committed to non-adher-
ence? Are they committed to breaking
promises? Unfortunately, the Europeans
have done this so far.”

‘One-way street’ 
The head of Iran’s Atomic Energy

Organization said the JCPOA was now just a
“one-way street”. “The street was supposed
to be two-way. If it’s going to be one-way, the
Islamic Republic of Iran will definitely make
the right decisions at the right time like it has
done with these three steps,” said Salehi.
During his visit, Feruta was informed about
Iran’s “announced activities related to its cen-
trifuge research and development”, according
to a statement from the Vienna-based IAEA.
The UN nuclear watchdog said “ongoing
interactions... require full and timely coopera-
tion by Iran,” which diplomats said may hint at
worries about information sharing.

In a report on Aug 30, the IAEA said it was
continuing to verify compliance through cam-
eras and on-site inspections. France, which
has been leading the European efforts to res-

cue the nuclear deal, yesterday urged Iran to
halt its steps away from the accord. “The
channels for dialogue are still open, including
today... (but) Iran must give up such actions,”
said Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian. The
crumbling accord was meant to give Iran relief
from sanctions in return for curbs on its
nuclear program.

IAEA scrutiny 
Iran has taken a series of retaliatory steps

to reduce compliance with the deal since the
US withdrawal in May 2018. On July 1, it said
it had increased its stockpile of enriched ura-
nium to beyond the 300-kg limit set by the
agreement.  A week later, the Islamic republic
announced it had exceeded the deal’s uranium
enrichment level of 3.67 percent. On Saturday,
Iran’s Atomic Energy Organization said it had
taken another step by starting up 20 IR-4 and
20 IR-6 advanced centrifuges.

Under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action, Iran was allowed to enrich uranium
using only first generation - or IR-1 - cen-
trifuges. Despite the latest move, the agency
said Iran would allow the IAEA to continue
monitoring its nuclear facilities in accor-
dance with the 2015 agreement. Feruta also

held talks yesterday with Iran’s top diplomat
Mohammad Javad Zarif. The watchdog said
he would report the findings from his visit to

Iran to the agency’s board of governors
when it convenes for a quarterly meeting in
Vienna today. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Head of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran Ali Akbar Salehi (left) shakes hands with
Acting Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Cornel Feruta during
their meeting yesterday. — AFP 

Iraqi Shiites perform mourning rituals as part of Ashura in the Iraqi holy city of Najaf on Saturday. — AFP 
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