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These file photos show Ursula and Robert Werner cycling on their electric bikes as they are on their way up to the Herzogstand mountain in the Alp mountains near the village Walchensee, southern Germany. — AFP photos

Robert Werner and his wife Ursula usually make time
to say a friendly hello to hikers as they ride their
gently whirring e-bikes up trails in the Bavarian

Alps.  But more often than not, their greetings are met with
frowns. “The first thing they look at when they see us are
our bikes,” says hotelier Robert, 46, of his electric-pow-
ered bicycle.  “If we have an engine, they respect us less.”
While the Werners are convinced of the virtues of e-bikes
which have pedals but also an electric motor that can
assist the rider’s pedal power, others are less enthusiastic
about the new revolution in cycling.

On their e-bikes, the couple powers up the 800-metre
(2,600-foot) ascent to the summit of Herzogstand moun-
tain in half an hour-without breaking a sweat.  Many
purists believe exploits into nature should be powered by
muesli bars, not the electricity grid, and regard the assist-
ed cycling boom as another hi-tech intrusion into the
great outdoors. The presence of e-bikes on Alpine trails

and mountain paths has become a subject of controversy.
Complaints by hikers have appeared in the German media
often accusing e-bike enthusiasts of whizzing up and
down the paths, posing a risk of collision, while others
point to environmental concerns.

“Electric bicycles allow more people to access the
paths,” including those that previously saw little use, said
Friedl Kroenauer, 59, of environmental group BUND
Naturschutz. “This causes soil erosion, for example.”

Two-wheeled boom 
For Kroenauer, who has a breathtaking view of

Germany’s highest peaks from his office, those who scale
the region’s mountains on e-bikes are cheating themselves.
“Getting to the top of a mountain is something you have to
earn,” he insisted. “You have to feel that you have worked
your muscles, you have to be exhausted. “Electric moun-
tain bikes make this notion of effort disappear,” added the

hobby sportsman, a fan of walking and traditional cycling.
Despite similar criticisms from other outdoor purists, more
and more people in Germany and elsewhere are using
electric mountain bikes to reach summits. In 2018,
Germans bought nearly one million e-bikes, a quarter of
them mountain bikes, according to a report by Germany’s
bicycle industry association, ZIV.

German bike manufacturers such as Haibike, Cube or
Prophete, as well as motor and battery producer Bosch,
have enjoyed the boom. “The bicycle industry, and in par-
ticular the electric bicycle industry, is extremely important
for Germany,” said David Eisenberger, communications
manager for the ZIV association. “It creates thousands of
jobs-directly and indirectly, in tourism for example.”

‘Sharing the mountain better’ 
In Lenggries, a town of 9,000 residents, an hour’s drive

south of the city of Munich, the Werners opened a bicycle

rental shop a few months ago next door to the hotel that
they run-offering, of course, e-bikes. “The demand is huge
and the customers very diverse,” says Robert. “Everyone
wants to try.” Lenggries now offers three charging stations
for e-bike batteries. In a bid to reduce conflict with hikers,
some Bavarian municipalities are considering setting up
areas reserved for cyclists-both e-bikes and normal
mountain bikes.

But Robert voices doubts: “How would that be regulat-
ed? It would be impossible.” “It’s just a matter of sharing
the mountain better by following a few rules for living
together,” he says, suggesting that hikers always be given
priority over cyclists. A similar debate emerged decades
ago when conventional mountain bikes first appeared in
the Alps, he recalls, adding, with a shrug: “Today no one
complains anymore.”— AFP

Christian Siriano and Christopher John Rogers took
New York by storm Saturday, kicking off the first offi-
cial day of Fashion Week in shows teeming with life

and glamor, a much-needed infusion of energy that recent
seasons have lacked. Red-carpet favorite Siriano has been
propelled to the forefront of the American ready-to-wear
scene and is one of the few designers to use plus-size mod-
els in his shows. On Saturday, the evening-gown specialist
offered a more creative collection than ever before to his
fans-including actresses Lucy Liu and Sarah Michelle Gellar,
and singer Meghan Trainor, who were all in attendance.

Siriano explained to AFP that he was inspired by modern
pop artists, in particular Ashley Longshore, known for her
vibrant, colorful paintings, some of which were on display
Saturday. During the show, the New Orleans artist put the
finishing touches to large portraits of Lady Gaga, Frida
Kahlo and Laverne Cox. Siriano said he wanted to celebrate
“powerful women” through “the use of playful color, texture,
humor, but also refinement. I wanted that to be throughout
the whole collection.” “We wanted it to feel pretty luxe,

glamorous, kind of feminine and romantic,” he said. “I hope
there’s more, but I think we’re doing a good job.”

Cosmopolitan ‘CJR’ 
Energetic young designer Christopher John Rogers won

a standing ovation for his collection, which brought him to
tears. From Baton Rouge, Louisiana, “CJR” is part of an
emerging generation of African-American designers, whose
ranks include Virgil Abloh and Kerby Jean-Raymond, behind
the label Pyer Moss. This season the 25-year-old was
inspired by the clowns of Italian cinema, Gauguin’s paintings
and 1920s silhouettes, among other things. The first appears
in his ultra-puffy dresses and ruffles, the second in the use of
pleated cotton capturing a Caribbean style, and the third in
pencil skirts and cocktail dresses.

“It’s about addressing all those things at the same time
and not feel that we have to be one thing,” Rogers said.
“We’re kind of all of these things.” The cosmopolitan design-
er has also mixed materials-from lycra to canvas used for
cloth bags, through wool or linen. “We’re self-funded,” said
Rogers of his choice of materials compared to those used in
high-end pret-a-porter. “Whatever we can find, we try and
make it the most amazing version of that thing.”

Futuristic Longchamp 
Energy was also on display at Longchamp, which pre-

sented at the Lincoln Center. For its Spring/Summer 2020
collection, the French fashion house associated with the
world of travel instilled a touch of the futurism of the 70s
and 80s, shown Friday in a much more pronounced version
by Jeremy Scott.

There were short silk dresses, long skirts playing with
transparency, and a color palette including turquoise, apricot
and plum. On their feet the models wore Spartan-style san-
dals that tie to below the knee, and a variety of colorful Star
Trek-style boots. 

Timeless Khaite 
Known for its trendy, timeless style, Khaite House sur-

prised with its bold newness. With many layers and a mix of
materials and prints, the collection tended towards romanti-
cism, inspired by the family home of the grandparents of
Catherine Holstein, Khaite’s creative director.

There are “flashes from my childhood in terms of curtains
and wallpapers. There’s a sense of playfulness too with the
collaboration with Swarovski that I haven’t explored before,”
Holstein told AFP.  “I’m innately feminine but I’m also practi-
cal and I think I need a balance,” she said. “I shift a lot and I
really want to bring that to the collection as well. To enhance
the femininity and to stay away (from) being sweet and pret-
ty, it really needs the balance and structure.”— AFP

Models walk the runway for Christian
Siriano Spring/Summer 2020 show during

New York Fashion Week at the Gotham Hall
in New York City. — AFP photos

Models walk the runway
for the Longchamp
Spring/Summer 2020
runway show during
New York Fashion Week.


