
NEW YORK: With a lot of pride and
boastfulness, the people of Kuwait will
today celebrate the fifth anniversary of the
UN honoring of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
as a “Humanitarian Leader” and of Kuwait
as a “Humanitarian Center.” The UN ges-
ture came in recognition of Kuwait’s out-
standing and unique contributions under
the wise leadership of His Highness the
Amir. The well-deserved international hon-
oring was a crowning of Kuwait’s long his-
tory of humanitarian, benevolent and altru-
istic activities in different world countries.

On September 9, 2014, then-secretary
general of the United Nations Ban Ki-
moon held a special function at the UN
headquarters in New York to express the
UN and the international community’s
appreciation for HH the Amir and Kuwait’s
generosity and kindness. The UN move
came as Kuwait had shown exemplary
humanitarian leadership in supporting
global humanitarian and relief operations
under the compassionate and passionate
leadership of HH the Amir.

Based on its highly appreciated values
and principles, the State of Kuwait has
adopted numerous humanitarian initiatives

to offer aid to people in need across the
globe. As a key player in this regard, the
Kuwaiti people largely contribute to inter-
national humanitarian and relief efforts
through charities and non-governmental
organizations.

They provide continuous altruistic aid
and help to many humanitarian projects
and activities in various world countries,
mainly in Asia and Africa, particularly dur-
ing natural disasters. The conferences and
gatherings hosted by Kuwait at the behest
of HH the Amir over the past years have
contributed to making Kuwait a
“Humanitarian Center.” Kuwait is still
extending its growing charitable activities
aiming at the alleviation of humanitarian
sufferings and woes and participation in
development projects worldwide.

Spared no effort 
The oil-rich Gulf country is also playing

a crucial part in humanitarian efforts spear-
headed by the United Nations through its
specialized agencies in a much-appreciat-
ed fashion that unequivocally and obvious-
ly reflects deep-rooted partnership
between Kuwait and the UN. Capitalizing
on its current rotating non-permanent

membership of the UN Security Council
(UNSC), Kuwait has underlined on several
occasions that unimpeded humanitarian aid
and help should be given to refugees and
internally displaced persons (IDPs).

Kuwait has spared no effort to provide a
decent life to them, given that the UN
refugee agency’s statistics estimate that
there are now 40 million IDPs, 25.4 million
refugees and 3.1 million asylum-seekers
across the globe. Kuwait’s benevolent aid
and funding have saved tens of thousands
of lives worldwide, and have even galva-
nized others to participate in coordinated
international action.

On many occasions, Kuwait has restated
that it would never give up its regional and
international responsibilities towards eco-
nomic, social and environmental develop-
ment. As an effective UN member and
through different agencies, Kuwait extends
unremitting development assistance to
developing and least-developed countries,
which are 106 in number. The Kuwait Fund
for Arab Economic Development (KFAED)
is playing a great part in this regard by
means of offering donations and conces-
sionary loans to infrastructure projects in
development countries. — KUNA 
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NEW YORK: His Highness the Amir with the former secretary general of the United
Nations Ban Ki-moon. — KUNA

Kuwait is still extending its growing charitable activities 

Sheikh Sabah:
Architect of 
multiple-faceted
diplomacy
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s interest in foreign poli-
tics began in 1963 and he had served in the foreign
affairs’ post for many years, thus earning him the
name “father of diplomacy”. Uniquely, the Kuwaiti
foreign policy, as engineered by His Highness
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad, has been based on diplo-
matic, political, economic, humanitarian factors as
well as mediation for resolving nations’ disputes.
Popular as a calm, balanced and flexible politician,
quarreling states have often sought His Highness
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad’s mediation to iron out
their differences and he has indeed succeeded in
reaching just settlements to a large number of Arab,
regional and international crises.

Kuwait has a long experience in settling inter-Arab
disputes, such as mediation among the Yemenis in the
60s and between northern and southern Yemen in
1972. Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah visited the
two parts of Yemen, succeeded in halting armed skir-
mishes and worked out a political settlement. Two
years earlier, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad scrambled to
resolve a violent Palestinian-Jordanian dispute. 

Also in the 60s, Kuwait organized many meetings
for representatives of the Iranian and Bahraini gov-
ernments at the Kuwaiti diplomatic mission in
Geneva, succeeding in drawing up a settlement that
was referred to the United Nations.

In the 80s, Kuwait mediated between Oman and
Yemen, hosting meetings of the two countries’ for-
eign ministers that ended with an agreement on halt-
ing “a media war” between them, respecting good
neighborliness’ principles and each other’s sover-
eignty, in addition to the Kuwaiti role for settling
Saudi-Libyan differences during era of the late

leader Col Moammar Al-Gadhafi and tackling strains
in the UAE-Oman ties in 2009.

Mastermind 
Moreover, HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad master-

minded conciliation among Arab leaders on sidelines
of the Arab Economic, Development and Social
Summit, held in Kuwait in January 2009. At the 2009
Arab summit in Qatar, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad urged
summiteers to seriously tackle drawbacks of the
much-aspired joint Arab action.

Favoring conciliation for lingering differences,
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad attended an Arab summit,
hosted by Baghdad in March 2012. His long history of
good-will diplomacy was also seen in his efforts for
ending the Lebanese civil war that had dragged on
from 1975 to 1989. Amid mounting unrest in Yemen
since 2011, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad scrambled to try
spare the Yemenis’ blood. His efforts at the time
capped with the GCC conciliation initiative declared
on April 21, 2016. Kuwait had also hosted marathon
reconciliation talks among the Yemeni parties.

Deeply advocating harmony among the GCC
states, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad had stated, “Tackling
the differences among the GCC brothers is a duty
that I cannot neglect.” Lamenting the dangers sur-
rounding the GCC, founded in early 80s, Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad had warned of potential dire con-
sequences as a result of the inter-GCC rifts. “Our
Gulf unity is our inescapable destiny,” Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad has stressed.

In October 1982, Kuwait hosted the signing of a
conciliation accord between southern Yemen and
Oman and played a crucial role for restoring ties
between Libya and Saudi Arabia in 1982. Kuwait
stood on Bahrain’s side when it witnessed unrest in
2011 and upon guidelines by Sheikh Sabah, a
Kuwaiti delegation visited the country to try bridge
the gulf and find a political settlement. Kuwait had
responded positively to Manama’s call for deploying
units of “the peninsula shield force” to secure
strategic installations.

Thawing the ice
On March 3, 2011, Sheikh Sabah visited the UAE

and Oman, successfully working out a brotherly

conciliation between the two GCC member states.
The year 2014 witnessed a major GCC crisis,
prompting His Highness again to visit the countries
involved in the dispute to try defuse inter-GCC ten-
sions. Qatar had accepted formation of a joint panel
to be tasked with implementing the Riyadh accord
that had been hammered out on November 23, 2013,
among the Saudi King, His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah and the Qatari Amir, as well as representa-
tives of other GCC countries.

GCC leaders were expected to meet at the
scheduled summit in Qatar in the end of 2014 how-
ever, differences re-emerged and the stakeholders
reached a new deal to organize a summit in Riyadh,
which was held in the middle of November. It ended
with a declaration that the GCC crisis ended.
However, in 2017, the crisis recurred and again
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad responded to the situation
by trying to tackle the re-appearing rifts. In July
2017, Kuwait witnessed intensive diplomatic activi-
ties in light of His Highness’ mediation. 

On December 5, 2017, Kuwait hosted the 38th
session of the GCC supreme council — during
which His Highness called again for healing the
cracks. In January 2018, Kuwait hosted the 11th ses-
sion of the GCC legislative assemblies and “shura”
councils, in a move that was widely seen as con-
tributing to the efforts for thawing the ice in the ties
among the GCC countries.

Dr Ibrahim Al-Hadban, professor of political sci-
ences at Kuwait University, affirms that Kuwait has
played an effective political-diplomatic role since its
independence. Mediation among squabbling nations
is a tool of the Kuwaiti diplomacy, latter of which
constitutes the country’s “soft power,” he says allud-
ing to its humanitarian initiatives, neutrality and sup-
porting justice. The Kuwaiti foreign diplomacy has
been inspired by His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad long and rich experience in the foreign port-
folio, he says, noting Sheikh Sabah’s sagacious and
rational approach in addressing diverse thorny
issues. For his part, Dr Mohammad Al-Faili, a
renowned Kuwaiti law professor, says Kuwait’s for-
eign policy has always been marked with averting
strife, promoting cordial ties and backing other
nations’ development. — KUNA 

Top officials 
congratulate Amir 
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received a congratulatory letter from His
Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on the occasion of the fifth
anniversary of the UN honoring of His Highness the Amir as
“Humanitarian Leader” and the State of Kuwait as an
“International Humanitarian Center”.

In his cable, HH the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince
expressed pride by UN recognition to HH the Amir, praying
to Almighty Allah to bestow upon him an everlasting health
and wellness. HH the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince also
prayed Almighty Allah to provide HH the Amir with his sup-
port to achieve all his ambitions and comprehensive mod-
ern renaissance in all spheres of life in Kuwait, coupled
with greater security and prosperity. HH the Amir also
received congratulatory cables from His Highness Sheikh
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. 

On his part, Kuwait’s top lawmaker Marzouq Ali Al-
Ghanem yesterday wished HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah well five years after the United
Nations christened him a “Humanitarian Leader.” In a letter
addressed to HH the Amir, Al-Ghanem said he is confident
that Kuwait’s altruistic and humanitarian endeavors will con-
tinue unabated, attributing the international recognition the
Gulf state has attained to His Highness the Amir’s dedication.
Kuwait’s chief lawmaker wrote that HH the Amir’s political
career is dotted with milestone achievements, while his infi-
nite wisdom and shrewd diplomacy have allowed the country
to remain firmly on the path towards prosperity.

In a reply cable, HH the Amir thanked them all for their sin-
cere feelings and noble sentiments. HH the Amir affirmed that
this exceptional UN honoring reflected Kuwait’s international
status and pioneering role in the adoption of humanitarian
initiatives to help people affected by conflicts, wars and nat-
ural disasters. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: UN Secretary General
Representative and Resident
Coordinator to Kuwait Dr Tareq Al-
Sheikh yesterday hailed Kuwait’s
continuous efforts to realize interna-
tional peace and security as well as
its role in promoting development
and human rights.

Kuwait has gained prominence on
arenas of humanitarian action in an
unprecedented manner, said Dr El-
Sheikh, speaking at a news confer-
ence marking the fifth anniversary of
the UN designation of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah “Leader of
Humanitarian Action,” and the State
of Kuwait, “Center of Humanitarian
Action.” Kuwait’s contributions in the
field have manifested been some of
the eminent characteristics of the
Kuwaiti foreign policy since becom-
ing the 111th member of the UN on
May 14, 1963, he said.

Kuwait’s humanitarian and devel-
opment march did not begin recently
and the international honoring of His
Highness the Amir came as a fruit of
the humanitarian-development diplo-
macy spanning throughout a decade,
he said. This Gulf state has affirmed
its effectiveness through its presence
at international quarters as member

of many international organizations,
such as the Universal Postal Union,
the International Civil Aviation
Organization, the Food and
Agriculture Organization, the
International Monetary Fund, the
International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development, the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT) and the International Atomic
Energy Agency.

Devoting special attention to the
UN, Kuwait inaugurated in 2009 the
UN House, with participation of the
former secretary general, Ban Ki-
moon. It houses offices of all UN
agencies operating in Kuwait, he said,
noting its presence depicted the
deep-rooted UN-Kuwait relations.
Kuwait has increased contributions to
international humanitarian and devel-
opment activity by more than 3.1 per-
cent of its gross domestic product,
exceeding the internationally set level
of 7.0 percent. It also allocated 10
percent of its voluntary contributions
to back up the UN and its agencies.

Diverse challenges 
Moreover, Kuwait has established

the fund of dignified life at USD 100
million to overhaul agriculture in
developing countries and donated

USD 150 million for a fund that was
established during the 2007 OPEC
summit for research in energy, envi-
ronment and climatic change.
Lauding Kuwait’s prompt reaction to
help nations cope with disasters and
diverse challenges, Dr. El-Sheikh
eyed with high value efforts of the
Kuwaiti mission at the UN Security
Council, namely when Kuwait as a
non-permanent member of the coun-
cil took part in drafting resolution
2474 for resolving plights of missing
persons in armed struggles.

Furthermore, Kuwait along with 79
others states adopted the resolution
2427, stipulating explicit condemna-
tion of attacks on schools and hospi-
tals and urging parties of armed
struggles to abstain from hindering
children’s access to education and

health services. He announced launch
of the “cavaliers of humanitarian
development” competition, involving
Kuwait youth, civil and private as well
as public associations and establish-
ments, also on the fifth anniversary of
designating His Highness the Amir as
“Leader of Humanitarian Action” and
the 10th anniversary for establishing
the new UN headquarters in Kuwait.

The contest aims to give impetus
to creative and improvising initiatives
from the three sectors, in and outside
Kuwait. Registration will be during
the UN Day in October. Also on the
occasion, a UN website has been
launched promoting its celebration of
naming Kuwait as the “Center of
Humanitarian Action” and His
Highness the Amir as the “Leader of
Humanitarian Action.” — KUNA 

KUWAIT: UN Secretary General Representative and Resident Coordinator to
Kuwait Dr Tareq Al-Sheikh speaking to reporters. — KUNA

Chinese official praises
Kuwait’s meteoric 
development 
BEIJING: A Chinese official yesterday heaped praise on Kuwait
for the tremendous development the Gulf state has made across
numerous sectors, garnering admiration from the international
community. The mayor of the Chinese city of Tai’an Zhang Tao was
just as impressed by Kuwait’s profound penchant for humanitarian
endeavors, which earned His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah the UN-bestowed moniker of
“Humanitarian Leader.” 

Amid an encounter with the Gulf state’s ambassador to Beijing
Samih Hayat, the Chinese official said the world’s most populous
nation’s ties with Kuwait have made tangible progress over the
years. On the sidelines of an international investment forum taking
place in this prefectural-level city, Tao said there remains poten-
tial for more bilateral cooperation, which can only bode well for
both countries.

The Kuwaiti diplomat said his country shares an equal desire to
improve relations with China, citing “concrete measures” Kuwait
has taken to bring that goal to fruition. As a step towards achiev-
ing the aforementioned goal, he revealed that a sister city deal
between the Chinese province of Shandong and Kuwait is pend-
ing confirmation.

In other news, Kuwait is scheduled to partake in the Global
Energy Congress that would kick off in the UAE capital today,
amid participation of 71 ministers and 500 executives managers
representing diverse countries of the world. The Kuwaiti Minister
of Oil, Electricity and Water, Dr Khaled Al-Fadel, would head his
country’s delegation at the conference, one of the world’s broadest
gatherings for discussing future of the industry. More than 150
states will take part in a sideline exhibition during the 80-session
convention. UAE was chosen as host of the 2019 congress, becom-
ing the first OPEC state to organize this crucial event that began
95 years ago. — KUNA

UN lauds Kuwait’s role 
for peace on anniversary 
of Humanitarian award 


