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RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s
King Salman yesterday
replaced the energy
minister with one of his
sons, state media said, in
a major shakeup as the
OPEC kingpin reels from
low oil prices. The
appointment of Prince
Abdulaziz bin Salman,
half-brother of Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, marks the first time
a royal family member has been put in charge of
the all-important energy ministry.

He replaces veteran official Khalid Al-Falih as the
world’s top crude exporter accelerates preparations
for a much-anticipated stock listing of state-owned
oil giant Aramco, expected to be the world’s biggest.
“Khalid Al-Falih has been removed from his posi-
tion,” the official Saudi Press Agency said, citing a
royal decree. “His Royal Highness Prince Abdulaziz
bin Salman is appointed minister of energy.”

Since his appointment as oil minister in 2016,
Falih has been the face of Saudi energy policy but
the veteran technocrat had seen his portfolio shrink
in recent weeks. His ouster comes just days after he
was removed as chairman of Aramco and replaced
by Yasir Al-Rumayyan, governor of the kingdom’s
vast Public Investment Fund. 

Continued on Page 24

Kuwait University receives 22,000
students at new Shadadiya campus

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Kuwait  Univers i ty ’s  new campus in
Shadadiya received yesterday morning the first
batch of students for the first semester of the new
2019-2020 academic year. But the roads leading to
Sabah Al-Salem University witnessed chaos and
traffic jams, as classes began for 22,000 students of
six university colleges. Education Minister Hamed
Al-Azmi visited the campus, where he was received
by Kuwait University President Hussein Al-Ansari

and university officials.
Azmi affirmed that opening six faculties in

Shadadiya is in line with guidelines set by the political
leadership that has much concern for the youth. Azmi
in a statement to KUNA after his tour of the new KU
campus that the “university city constitutes the basis
for promoting academic teaching to the required inter-
national levels, improve the university’s rating and
habilitate a new academic generation”. 

Establishment of the new KU campus is a turning
point in the march of university education, Azmi added.

He congratulated HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, academicians and students on this huge leap for
modernizing the Kuwaiti educational sector. Building
the new KU facility has practically attained the prime
goal of expanding higher education, he said, noting
that the buildings and halls have been equipped with
state-of-the-art technology. 

Continued on Page 24

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has been admitted to a hospital
in the US for medical tests, and thus has resched-
uled a meeting with US President Donald Trump,
the minister of Amiri Diwan said yesterday.

Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah said the hospital
admission of HH the Amir forced the postpone-
ment of the summit meeting with Trump, and a
date would be set later. Sheikh Ali prayed to
Allah the Almighty to bestow HH the Amir with
good health. The Amir was scheduled to meet
Trump on Sept 12. — KUNA 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Rapporteur of the National Assembly’s budg-
ets committee MP Riyadh Al-Adasani said yesterday
that the actuarial deficit of the Public Institute for Social
Security, or the pension agency, has almost doubled in
the past three years, mainly due to lower returns on
investments. Adasani said that the actuarial deficit - the
difference between future obligations and current
income rates - rose between KD 9 billion and KD 17.4
billion in the past three fiscal years through March 2019.

He said the actuarial examination is important as it
estimates the agency’s capability to meet its future obli-
gation payouts, adding that the independent report on
the agency indicated that the increase in the deficit
resulted mainly from a sharp drop in the returns on
investments to just under 4 percent in the last fiscal year,
from 5.7 percent in the previous year. Adasani called for
diversifying the agency’s guaranteed and safe invest-
ments to achieve optimal returns and consequently
reduce the financing of the deficit by the state.

In a related development, the Assembly’s financial and
economic affairs committee yesterday held a meeting to
study proposals to amend the controversial early retire-
ment law which was passed by the Assembly just before
it went into summer recess. The law was criticized by
lawmakers because they claimed that it allowed min-
istries to force Kuwaiti employees to go into early retire-
ment against their will.

Head of the committee MP Salah Khorshed said a
crucial meeting will be held on Sept 22 attended by
Finance Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf, who did not attend
yesterday’s meeting because he is outside the country.
MP Khalaf Dumaitheer said the meeting did not agree on
any of the amendments proposed, adding that represen-
tatives of the pension agency presented the cost of vari-
ous amendments. The lawmakers want to allow certain
Kuwaiti employees to go into early retirement voluntarily
without losing much of their pension benefits. The gov-
ernment does not want to make the bill too expensive. 

Meanwhile, MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari, head of the
Assembly’s foreign relations panel, yesterday sent questions
to the foreign minister about the diplomatic dispute with
Iraq, inquiring about the Kuwaiti response to the issue.
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KUWAIT: (Left) Students are seen at Kuwait University’s new campus in Shadadiya yesterday. (Right) Cars are stuck in a traffic jam on a road leading to the new
campus. — Photos by KUNA and Fouad Al-Shaikh
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AKCAKALE, Turkey: The United States
and Turkey yesterday began joint patrols in
northeastern Syria aimed at easing tensions
between Ankara and US-backed Kurdish
forces who battled the Islamic State group.
Six Turkish armored vehicles crossed the
border to join US forces in Syria for their
first joint patrol under a deal reached
between Washington and Ankara, an AFP
journalist reported. Two helicopters flew
over the area as the Turkish vehicles drove

through an opening in the concrete wall
separating the two countries.

They then headed west with the same
number of American vehicles, along with an
ambulance and a pick-up, for the joint
operation, before crossing back into Turkey.
The Turkish defense ministry said drones
were also deployed. The agreement
reached on Aug 7 aims to establish a “safe
zone” between the Turkish border and the
Syrian areas east of the Euphrates river
controlled by the Kurdish People’s
Protection Units (YPG). Syrian Kurdish
forces began withdrawing from along the
Turkish border in late August.

The patrol allowed Turkish forces to
observe “first-hand progress on destroyed
YPG fortifications and areas where YPG
elements voluntarily departed the area”,
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TAL ABYAD, Syria: Turkish and US military vehicles drive on a joint patrol in the
Syrian village of Al-Hashisha on the border with Turkey yesterday. —AFP 

Prince Abdulaziz

WASHINGTON: The United States and Afghanistan’s
Taleban yesterday both left the door open to fresh talks
after US President Donald Trump abruptly canceled a
secret summit, but the insurgents warned of inflicting
greater costs. The United States also said it would not
relent in fighting the militants as Trump cited a Taleban
attack that killed a US soldier for scuttling the unprece-
dented meeting.

Trump said he had invited Taleban leaders, as well as
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani, for talks yesterday at

the presidential retreat of Camp David on a draft deal
that would see the United States pull out thousands of
troops and wind down its longest-ever war. Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo, in a series of television inter-
views yesterday, did not rule out a return to talks but
said the United States needed a “significant commit-
ment” from the Taleban.

“I’m not pessimistic,” Pompeo told NBC. “I’ve
watched the Taleban do things and say things they’ve
not been permitted to do before.” “I hope it’s the case
the Taleban will change their behavior,” he said on ABC.
“In the end, this will be resolved through a series of
conversations,” he added, urging the Taleban to drop
its long-running refusal to negotiate with Ghani’s inter-
nationally recognized government. He said that Trump
had not decided whether to go ahead with a withdraw-
al, which under the draft deal would pull 5,000 of the
roughly 13,000 US troops from Afghanistan next year. 
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TUNIS: Chastened by its early experiences of holding
power in post-revolution Tunisia, Islamist-inspired par-
ty Ennahdha has moderated its image and selected
lawyer Abdelfattah Mourou as its candidate for next
Sunday’s presidential election. Hesitant at first,
Ennahdha only entered its first ever presidential contest
after polling was brought forward following the July
death of incumbent president Beji Caid Essebsi.

In the absence of any ally to support and faced with a

rushed electoral calendar,
Ennahdha came forward
with its own candidate rather
than abstain and risk a poor
showing at legislative polls
set for Oct 6. “Tunisians have
grown used to the idea of
Ennahdha as a normal party,
so the situation is more
favorable,” according to its
head, Rached Ghannouchi,
who was exiled during longtime autocrat Zine El Abidine
Ben Ali’s rule, when Ennahdha was banned.

Ghannouchi has been a major force in Tunisia’s
democratization process since the 2011 revolution that
ousted Ben Ali, and is running for office himself for the
first time in next month’s parliamentary vote. 
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