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CHITTAGONG: Batsman Rahmat Shah yester-
day became the first Afghanistan cricketer to
score a Test century, helping the minnows start
strongly against Bangladesh on the opening day
of the one-off match. Shah made 102 and put on
a crucial 120-run fourth-wicket stand with As-
ghar Afghan, batting on 88, to counter the
Bangladesh spin attack at the Zahur Ahmed
Chowdhury Stadium in Chittagong.

Afghanistan were 271 for five at stumps with
Afghan and Afsar Zazai, on 35, putting together
a 74-run partnership in the final session of play.
But it was Shah and Afghan who ensured that
Afghanistan fought their way back in to the con-
test after being in trouble at 77 for three at
lunch. “It is a proud moment for me. I am the first
person who has the first half century (in a Test)
for the country and now the century,” Shah told
reporters after the opening day’s play. “I had the
dream to become the first centurion for
Afghanistan. So naturally I was very upset when
I got out scoring 98 against Ireland. Today I got
the chance and scored the century,” he said. Tai-
jul Islam and Nayeem Hasan took two wickets
each to hurt Afghanistan after the tourists
elected to bat first in just their third five-day
game. The war-torn nation had a bruising intro-
duction to Test cricket after India outplayed
them inside two days in 2018.

Standing ovation 
Afghanistan registered their first Test victory

against Ireland early this year with Shah scoring
two fifties in the game including a 98 in the first
innings. The top-order batsman extended his
prolific run of form as he reached his hundred
with a boundary off Hasan, raising his bat to a
standing ovation from the crowd and the dress-
ing room.

His celebration though was shortlived as
Hasan got the batsman, who hit 10 fours and two
sixes in his 187-ball knock, out on the next ball.
Hasan struck again with his off spin three balls
later in the same over, rattling the stumps of Mo-
hammad Nabi for nought as Afghanistan slipped
to 197 for five. Afghan, who survived a reprieve
on 42 by TV umpire after being given leg before
out off Mehidy Hasan, struck three fours and two
sixes so far in his second Test fifty.

In the first session Taijul bowled opener Ih-
sanullah Janat for nine with his left-arm spin and
became the fastest Bangladeshi bowler to reach
100 Test wickets. Taijul, who finished the day
with 2-73, also became the third Bangladeshi
bowler after Shakib Al Hasan and Mohammad
Rafique to achieve such a feat in the longer for-
mat in his 25th match.

Off-spinner Mahmudullah chipped in when
he forced Hashmatullah Shahidi to give a catch
to Soumya Sarkar at slip for 14 in his first over.
Bangladesh fielded an all-spin attack without
picking a single pace bowler while Afghanistan
handed a Test debut to Ibrahim, Qais Ahmed and

Zahir Khan. Afghanistan skipper Rashid became
the youngest ever Test captain at the age of 20
years 350 days with the toss, overtaking the

record of Zimbabwe’s Tatenda Taibu, who made
his debut as Test captain just eight days older
than Rashid in 2004. — AFP

Shah steers Afghanistan with a
historic ton against Bangladesh 

Asia and Africa
out of World Cup
at first hurdle
SHANGHAI: It is the largest basketball World
Cup ever but there will be no teams from Asia
or Africa in the second round of the sport’s
global showpiece. Hosts China with their 1.4
billion population crashed out of contention
on Wednesday with a 72-59 defeat to
Venezuela. That came hours after Tunisia sur-
rendered a spot in the next round, and a guar-
anteed place at the Tokyo 2020 Olympics,
with an agonizing 67-64 loss to Puerto Rico.

Nigeria thrashed South Korea 108-66 at
the same time, but the fate of Africa’s high-
est-ranked team already been sealed after
losing both their opening games. The last
time there was no team from Asia or Africa
in the second round was in 1998, when the
championship had only 16 teams.  Now it has
a record 32 but it is almost exclusively teams
from the Americas, led by reigning champi-
ons the United States, and Europe who will
compete for the medals. Outside of those
only Australia, nominally Asian in the FIBA
rankings are concerned, have also reached
the second round and they could be joined
by New Zealand if they beat Greece.

Paolo Povia, coach of the Ivory Coast,
said there were “a lot of factors” why African
sides had failed to make their mark in China.
“There’s definitely a difference in experience

and knowledge of the game,” said Povia after
his team lost 80-63 to Poland on Wednes-
day, their third defeat in three games. “The
development of the game (in Africa) is a little
inconsistent. In our team we have some guys
who have learned to play the game in differ-
ent places all over the world. “So you don’t
get the same continuity all the time in how
the game is learned.”  Basketball is hugely
popular in the Philippines but the national
team — the joint-shortest at the competition
— have lost all three of their matches. They
were drubbed 108-62 and 126-67 by Italy
and title-contenders Serbia respectively be-
fore narrowly succumbing to already elimi-
nated Angola on Wednesday. Serbia’s
plain-speaking coach Sasha Djordjevic said
that the Philippines’ lack of physicality and
athleticism “might be the problem”.

“Obviously you are missing quality,” he
told a reporter from the Philippines. After
easy wins over the Philippines and Angola,
Djordjevic also questioned the format of the
enlarged World Cup, containing eight
groups of four countries in the first phase.
“There are some groups that from the start
you practically know which two teams are
going to advance,” he said, shaking his head.
“I don’t know if that’s a good thing for the
World Cup in general because what does it
serve us?  “What does it serve the Philippine
team losing by this points difference?” he
said, of Serbia’s 59-point win. Ousted teams
such as the Philippines need to rally them-
selves, because they now face a low-key
“classification” round with Olympic qualify-
ing in play. — AFP 

CHITTAGONG: Afghanistan’s cricketer Rahman Sha (C) plays a shot during the first day of
the one-off cricket Test match between Bangladesh and Afghanistan at the Zohur Ahmed
Chowdhury Stadium. — AFP 

‘A long way to go’: 
Hosts China stung 
by World Cup exit
SHANGHAI: The knives were out in China yester-
day after the basketball World Cup hosts failed to
reach the second round, triggering criticism nor-
mally reserved for the country’s woeful football
squad. Chinese basketball boss Yao Ming, an NBA
Hall of Famer, was reduced to 7ft 5in of melan-
choly at the Beijing courtside Wednesday night as
China were eliminated 72-59 by Venezuela.

Though not expected to go deep into the tour-
nament, China’s performance was seen as a disap-
pointment, especially since they had been drawn
in one of the easiest preliminary groups. They
managed only one win — against lowly Ivory
Coast — in their three group games, underlining
the challenge faced by Yao, who took over in 2017
as head of Chinese basketball with plans to revive
that nation’s fortunes. “We have certain advan-
tages in Asia, but when faced with strong Euro-
pean and American teams, we are always at a
disadvantage,” said the influential Beijing Youth
Daily. “If Chinese basketball wants to (compete
with Europe and the United States) there is still a
long way to go.”

Yao, now 38, led China to some of their best
showings in global competitions and his NBA suc-
cess helped fuel basketball’s popularity in China
and had raised hopes of a new era which have
been dashed. “The young Chinese men’s basket-
ball team failed to play at the level that they should

have, on both defense and offense,”  said the na-
tional team’s official social media account.

Pressure rises 
Comments on Weibo, China’s popular answer

to Twitter, ranged from disappointed to savage,
with some comparing them to the huge nation’s
perennially underachieving football team. “Seeing
men’s basketball perform like this, I can under-
stand the men’s football now,” said one posting.
“Eliminated at home, it stung.” Another added:
“Please have this group of people return their na-
tional team uniforms, make a public self-criticism,
and give their report to Yao Ming, the fans and the
national team.”

China, ranked 30th in the world, had placed
their hopes largely on the shoulders of a towering
front court of three seven-footers: veteran Yi Jian-
lian and relative newcomers Zhou Qi and Wang
Zhelin, but the trio failed to dominate. Basketball
and football are China’s most popular sports. But
while China dominate on the court regionally, win-
ning Asian Games gold in Jakarta a year ago, they
struggles against the world’s best and have not
discovered a successor to trailblazer Yao.

Former Houston Rockets star Yao took over as
head of the Chinese Basketball Association (CBA)
two years ago and raised hopes with plans to re-
form an entrenched state development system that
he says badly needs an overhaul. Pressure for re-
sults may now increase after the demoralizing
showing on home soil, especially if China performs
poorly in Olympic classification contests that are
up next.   Under this year’s World Cup format,
China’s tournament is not over and they will need
to rally in the classification round — they face
South Korea today — with Tokyo 2020 Olympic
qualifying in play. — AFP 


