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SALZBURG: Marcel Hirscher said on Wednes-
day he was no longer “ready to pay the price”
after calling time on an illustrious alpine skiing
career that saw him win a record eighth consec-
utive overall World Cup title this year. “Today is
the day when I end my active career,” the 30-
year-old Austrian told a packed press confer-
ence in the city of Salzburg.

The multiple world and Olympic champion
said he made the decision two weeks ago, saying
he had noticed after the season’s end that it was
taking him longer than before to recover and
considered himself lucky to be healthy and end-
ing his career without any serious injuries. “I al-
ways wanted to stop while still winning races...
I’m not ready anymore to pay the price. I have
always put in my full commitment and effort,” he
said, looking calm and casual in a white T-shirt.

But he admitted making the decision to call it
quits hadn’t been easy, adding “the last two
weeks were full of turbulence”. “It is a life that
one stops from one day to the next... I had never
dared to dream I would win so much,” he said.
Hirscher already has two more overall World
Cup titles than the second most successful skier
in history, fellow Austrian Annemarie Moser-
Proell, who won six large globes. She is followed
by Marc Girardelli of Luxembourg with five, and
American Lindsey Vonn and Austrian Hermann
Maier both with four. Earlier this year, Vonn re-
tired aged 34, as did her close friend Aksel Lund
Svindal, at 36.

‘Record no one will ever break’ 
Vonn congratulated Hirscher on his “amazing

career”. “Racing in the same era as you has been
an honor. 8 overall titles is a record no one will
ever break!” the American wrote on Twitter on
Wednesday. The slalom specialist has also se-
cured seven world championship gold medals,
as well as two gold medals at the 2018
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics, eclipsing his
previous best, a slalom silver from Sochi four
years earlier.

One of the records that escapes Hirscher,
however, is the one for the total number of World
Cup victories. There, Hirscher’s 67 wins fall short
of the 86 won by Sweden’s Ingemar Stenmark.
But Svindal said Hirscher could still be the best
skier ever. “It’s been an absolute honor compet-
ing with you. Excuse me Stenmark. I think maybe
the greatest skier of all time is Marcel Hirscher.
At least that’s how it felt trying to compete
against you. Because you’ve been almost too
good,” he said. Praise also poured in from Austria
for one of the ski-mad country’s favourite sport-
ing sons. “Your exceptional accomplishments
have shaped professional skiing and are a huge
incentive for our young junior athletes,” former
chancellor Sebastian Kurz said on Twitter.

‘Bye Marcel’ 
Austrian papers had been running front-page

headlines for days on Hirscher’s expected retire-
ment. “Bye Marcel” the Oesterreich tabloid front
page read Wednesday, and “Thank you Marcel!”
said the Kronen tabloid on Saturday. Hirscher
had spoken before about calling it quits — as
early as 2014, in fact — and more recently had
said that he wants to spend more time with his

family. He married and had a son last year.
On Wednesday he said he wanted to play

football and ride motocross with his son. “I’m
excited to see what the future will hold for me,
how I will feel,” he said, adding he ruled out a
comeback for now. Born in Annaberg-Lungoetz,
near Salzburg, Hirscher started to ski at the age

of two, taught by his father, who has been by his
side and coached him throughout his career. His
family spent summer seasons in an Alpine hut in
the mountains around Salzburg, according to a
media interview with his father. The World Cup
season starts again with the first race in Austria’s
Soelden from October 25. — AFP

Alpine skiing great Hirscher 
quits on top of the world

ARE, Sweden: In this file photo taken on February 17, 2019 Austria’s Marcel Hirscher competes in
the first run of the men’s slalom event at the 2019 FIS Alpine Ski World Championships at the Na-
tional Arena. — AFP 

Tokyo organizers to test
fake snow for Olympics
TOKYO: Tokyo 2020 Olympic chiefs have already rolled out
everything from misting stations to flowerbeds to beat the heat
at next year’s games, and now they want to let it snow. Organ-
izers confirmed yesterday that they plan to test the use of ar-
tificial snow at a canoe event later this month as they look for
novel ways to keep spectators and athletes cool during
Tokyo’s notoriously steamy summer months.

“Artificial snow will be sprayed over spectator seating,”
some of which may be in direct sunlight, during a canoeing
event on September 13 that will serve as a test for the
Olympics, a spokeswoman for the Tokyo 2020 organizers said.
“We haven’t decided definitively that we will use this system
next year for the Olympics, but we want to test it to see how
effective it is,” she said. “We’re open to trying all potentially
useful ideas,” she added, when asked about possible criticism
of the environmental side-effects of the method.

Public broadcaster NHK said the test would use small
snow-making machines to produce about a ton of snow per
day, and that officials from the organizing committee would
attend in spectator stands to judge the technique’s effective-
ness. Olympic organizers have been on the offensive over con-
cerns that holding the Games during summer months when
Tokyo regularly reaches 35 degrees centigrade with 80 per-
cent humidity will be unsafe.

They have already tested measures including misting sta-
tions, air-conditioned cooling tents and even rows of potted
flowers along the routes of queues — thought to psycholog-
ically cool spectators. — AFP

Leclerc to be 
empowered for Ferrari’s
Monza home race
MONZA: Charles Leclerc will be propelled by an upgraded
Ferrari power unit and his own raw emotions, this weekend
when he bids to claim a second career victory at the Italian
Grand Prix. The 21-year-old Monegasque’s maiden Formula
One triumph was shrouded in tragedy at last weekend’s Bel-
gian Grand Prix following the death of his close friend An-
thoine Hubert.

For Leclerc and his team-mate four-time champion German
Sebastian Vettel, the race in the old royal park at Monza offers
another opportunity to show their cars’ superior power and
straight-line speed against champions Mercedes. “It’s time for
our home Grand Prix and there can be no better way to come
to Monza than as the winner of the last round in Spa-Francor-
champs,” said Binotto, ahead of this weekend’s race. 

“It’s a great thank you to our fans who have given us so
much support during what has been a far from easy season so
far. “Monza is a track where we run at very high average
speeds, featuring long straights and heavy braking, running a
low down-force package - and, this weekend, we plan to in-
troduce our third (upgraded) power unit.”

90 years of Scuderia Ferrari 
After a season so far in which Ferrari have won only once in

13 outings, with Mercedes triumphing 10 times and Red Bull
twice, Binotto knows his team must deliver a near-flawless per-
formance again to resist the overall excellence and race pace

of Mercedes’ defending five-time champion Lewis Hamilton.
“We saw in Belgium that, in order to win, we must do every-
thing to perfection and our aim is to do exactly that in Monza
too,” he said. “There will be no room for error. Our home race
is always important, but that is especially true this time as we
are celebrating 90 years of Scuderia Ferrari.

“Racing in front of our home fans is always an extra boost
and further motivation to do well. Apart from anything else,
there is no podium quite like Monza and we think there is no
better crowd than the Italian one.” Last year’s race ended with
the ‘tifosi’ booing loudly when the triumphant Hamilton stood
atop the podium, having won after Ferrari had locked out the
front row of the grid following Kimi Raikkonen’s all-time fastest
qualifying lap.

The Briton’s brilliant victory drew him level with Ferrari
legend Michael Schumacher’s record five Monza victories and
was Mercedes fifth successive Italian triumph. Hamilton ad-
mitted however that Ferrari have every chance of snapping
that run. “Monza is going to be a happy weekend for Ferrari,
most likely, because it is all straights and they are so fast.” he
said. “We’ve got to make drastic improvements to our straight
speed, somehow. I don’t know if it’s possible, but if anyone
can do it, it’s our team.”

Going into the 90th Italian Grand Prix, Hamilton has the
luxury of a 65-point lead over his re-signed Mercedes team-
mate Valtteri Bottas in the drivers’ championship. His old rival
Vettel may be an unlikely title contender, but after a year
without a win since the 2018 Belgian race, he may find a re-
turn to the scene of his own maiden victory - in a rain-soaked
race for Toro Rosso in 2008 - motivates him to re-boot his
flagging season. Beyond the leading teams, Red Bull may
struggle on the power-hungry track particularly as Max Ver-
stappen is set to start from the back of the grid along with
Toro Rosso’s Pierre Gasly, both men having taken new Honda
engines for the event. — AFP 


