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Spanish director Pedro Almodovar shows his award after receiving
a Golden Lion for lifetime achievement during a ceremony at the 76th
Venice Film Festival at Venice Lido. — AFP

Journalists are taking in kayaks along the Uzh river in the Chernobyl
exclusion zone in Ukraine.— AFP photos

Tourists take pictures at New Safe Confinement (NSC), new metal
dome encasing the destroyed reactor, at Chernobyl plant, Ukraine.  Spain’s film academy said yesterday it has picked veteran di-

rector Pedro Almodovar’s latest drama “Pain and Glory” to
represent the country at the Oscars.  The film, a semi-au-

tobiographical story featuring Penelope Cruz and Antonio Ban-
deras about an ageing Spanish director plagued by physical and
psychological frailty who revisits childhood memories, will com-
pete with other global entries for a nomination as Best Interna-
tional Feature Film.

The five nominations for the category that up until now has
been known as the best foreign-language film will be announced
on January 13. The 92nd Academy Awards will be held on Febru-
ary 9, 2020. Almodovar, who won the Golden Lion lifetime
achievement award at the Venice Film Festival last month, has al-
ready picked up two Oscars-for best foreign firm with “All About
My Mother” in 2000 and for best original screenplay with “Talk
To Her” in 2003. The 69-year-old has directed 21 feature films,
including “Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown”, “Tie
Me Up! Tie Me Down!” and “High Heels”. — AFP

Selfies from the disaster
zone: How TV show changed
Chernobyl tourism

The hit TV series “Chernobyl” has attracted a new generation
of tourists to the nuclear disaster zone but guides say that
many are more interested in taking selfies than learning

about the accident. “They do not need information anymore, they
just want to take a selfie,” said Yevgen Goncharenko, an official
plant guide, at the site of the worst nuclear accident in history.
Tourists now are often on the look out for locations featured in
the acclaimed HBO drama and can be surprised to discover that
certain sites were fictional, he told AFP.

The hard-hitting mini-series recreates the April 1986 disaster,
when one of the reactors at the Soviet Union’s Chernobyl plant,
in what is now Ukraine, exploded during testing. The blast spewed
radiation over a vast swathe of Europe and a 30-kilometre (19-
mile) exclusion zone remains in place around the plant, although
a small part of it is open to a growing number of tourists. The
abandoned site had already become a “dark tourism” destination
in recent years, even before the eponymous TV show that has
picked up 19 Emmy nominations.

But some Ukrainian travel agencies have adapted their tours
to take in locations from the “Chernobyl” series and offer further
special trips, such as kayaking in rivers around the exclusion zone.
Oleksandr Syrota, head of the Chernobyl information Centre, said
that certain tourist companies were offering up the disaster zone
as “fast food”-a quick and easy travel experience. And the trend
towards more tourists looks set to continue. In July, new Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky signed a decree that aims to de-
velop the site further as a tourist attraction.

‘Mutants’ 
Louis Carlos, a 27-year-old visiting from Brazil, said he didn’t

know much about the disaster before watching the TV series but
was motivated to travel to Ukraine to find out more.  “If people
come here to understand what happened and try to learn, it’s a
good thing,” Carlos said, as a friend took a photograph of him
next to the nuclear power station. “It’s history,” he added.—AFP

Italian blogger Chiara Ferragni poses on the red carpet as she arrives
for the screening of the film ‘Chiara Ferragni Unposted’ presented out
of competition during the 76th Venice Film Festival at Venice Lido. 

Italian blogger Chiara Ferragni and her husband Italian singer Federico
Leonardo Lucia, also known as Fedez, arrive at the screening of the
film ‘Chiara Ferragni Unposted’.


