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Justin Bieber is opening up about “massive ups
and downs” he experienced as he went from
beloved teenage heartthrob to “the most

ridiculed, judged and hated person in the world.”
In a lengthy Instagram post over the holiday
weekend, the 25-year-old pop phenom reflected
on how child stardom triggered depression and a

lack of humility that led to drug abuse and his be-
coming “resentful, disrespectful to women, and
angry.” “I became distant to everyone who loved
me, and I was hiding behind, a shell of a person
that i had become,” he wrote. “Everyone did
everything for me so I never even learned the fun-
damentals of responsibility,” Bieber said, saying
by 18 he had “no skills in the real world” despite
“millions of dollars and access to whatever I
wanted.”

Bieber had abruptly cut short his 2017 tour,
later saying he needed to work out “insecurities.”
The move came as the superstar was becoming
known more for his antics than his music, includ-
ing accidentally striking a photographer with his
car. The star faced legal trouble for incidents that
included racing a vehicle through Miami and
throwing eggs at a neighbor’s house. In 2017,
China said Bieber was not welcome to perform
in the country due to his “bad behavior,” saying
he had a lot of growing up to do if he wanted to
return.

In his introspective Instagram post, Bieber
said his marriage to model Hailey Baldwin along
with support from his friends and faith helped
him get his life back on track. “Luckily god
blessed me with extraordinary people who love
me for me,” he said. “All this to say even when The
odds are against you keep fighting.” —AFPJustin Bieber

Muslim civil rights group the Coun-
cil on American-Islamic Relations
is urging fans to boycott British

rocker Morrissey’s concert in the US state
of Maryland yesterday over his “bigotry.”
The former Smiths frontman once consid-
ered a poster child for misfits increasingly
has become an alienating figure as he faces
accusation of racism over his rhetoric on
immigration and support for Britain’s far
right. “Under the circumstances, attending
Morrissey’s concert is a form of financial
support and, in effect, an endorsement of
his bigotry,” said Zainab Chaudry of CAIR
in comments originally made to The Balti-
more Sun. 

“Therefore, CAIR is calling on fans to
boycott the event to protest his racist,
hate-filled views and to send a strong mes-
sage that we expect better from him.” The
60-year-old indie performer, a staunch an-
imal rights advocate, once described Chi-
nese people as a “subspecies” over their
treatment of animals. In May Morrissey
performed on a US late-night talk show
wearing a badge for the controversial “For

Britain” party, which he appeared to be
sporting again during his brief Broadway
residency that month. The minor far-right
British nationalist group was formed by
anti-Islam activist Anne Marie Waters after
she lost the 2017 leadership election for the
right-wing UK Independence Party.

In 2018 Morrissey-who first soared to
fame as the frontman of The Smiths in the
1980s-said the “For Britain” party’s found-
ing gave him “hope” and in June this year
again defended the group, saying “every-
one ultimately prefers their own race... does
this make everyone racist?”  CAIR itself has
faced accusations, which it has flatly re-
jected, of links to Palestinian Sunni funda-
mentalist group Hamas and of promoting
Islamism.  It was controversially designated
a terrorist organization in 2014 by the
United Arab Emirates for alleged links to
the Muslim Brotherhood. Morrissey’s show
at Columbia, Maryland’s Merriweather Post
Pavilion launches his fall tour across the
United States with American rock band In-
terpol. —AFP

British rocker Morrissey

The family of the late American soul singer Jackie Wilson, who passed away at 49
in January 1984, pose for a photo as his star is unveiled during a ceremony in Hol-
lywood, California. —AFP

Singer Jackie Wilson, who helped usher in the
emergence of soul and rhythm-and-blues music
in the 1960s, was posthumously honored with a

star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame Wednesday. Mo-
town founder Berry Gordy, legendary singer Smokey
Robinson and Marshall Thompson, a member of the
R&B/soul vocal quartet “The Chi-Lites,” were among
the notables who gathered for the ceremony at 7057
Hollywood Blvd., near Sycamore Street. The star was
accepted by Wilson’s son, John. “If my father was here
today, he would say getting a star on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame has truly taken us higher than we’ve ever
been lifted before,” John Wilson said. The ceremony
coincided with the release of “The Definitive Jackie
Wilson,” a compilation of 50 remastered iconic songs.
“Jackie Wilson was absolutely the man,” Robinson told
the crowd. “I am so happy that he finally got this recog-
nition and he will be on this street for all times.” Born
June 9, 1934, in Detroit, Wilson was an amateur boxer

who began singing in a gospel quartet called the Ever-
Ready Gospel Singers. In 1953 he joined Billy Ward
and His Dominoes, eventually becoming its lead singer.
Wilson began his solo career in November 1957 with
his debut single “Reet Petite (The Finest Girl You Ever
Want To Meet),” written by Gordy and Billy Davis. The
song reached 62nd on Billboard’s pop chart.

Wilson’s breakout hit “Lonely Teardrops,” writ-
ten by Gordy, his sister Gwendolyn Gordy and
Davis, was released Nov. 17, 1958. It reached No. 1
on the R&B chart and seventh on the pop chart. It is
315th on Rolling Stone’s list of The 500 Greatest
Songs of All Time and listed on the Rock & Roll Hall
of Fame’s list of “The 500 Songs that Shaped Rock
& Roll.”  “Lonely Teardrops” led to Wilson appear-
ing on “The Ed Sullivan Show” and “American Band-
stand.” —www.nbclosangeles.com

From 1958 to 1970, Wilson was a mainstay of the
R&B and pop charts with two dozen Top 40 singles,

Nearly one year after Mac
Miller’s shock death au-
thorities on Wednesday ar-

rested a California resident charged
with selling counterfeit fentanyl-
laced pills to the rapper two days
before his fatal overdose. The 26-
year-old performer born Malcolm
McCormick died on September 7,
2018 after ingesting a lethal combi-
nation of fentanyl, cocaine and al-
cohol, according to the Los Angeles
medical examiner. The Department
of Justice said Cameron James Pettit, 28, was to
supply Miller with 30 milligram oxycodone pills
along with cocaine and the sedative Xanax.

But according to the criminal complaint filed
against Pettit, who is expected to appear in a Los
Angeles federal court later Wednesday, the Holly-
wood Hills resident actually sold Miller counterfeit
oxycodone pills containing fentanyl-a synthetic
opioid at least 50 times more potent than heroin.
In social media exchanges obtained by the US

Drug and Enforcement Administra-
tion and included in the affidavit,
Pettit told another Instagram user
that “most likely I will die in jail” as
news of Miller’s death began circu-
lating.

If convicted, Pettit would face a
maximum sentence of 20 years in
federal prison, according to the DoJ.
Miller, a Pittsburgh native and one-
time partner of pop-star Ariana
Grande, had released his latest album
“Swimming” days before his death

and was set to embark on a new tour. Fentanyl late
last year became the deadliest drug in the United
States, killing more than 18,000 Americans in 2016,
the latest year for which full data is available, ac-
cording to federal health officials. The opioid, which
acts on the brain like morphine or heroin, was
blamed in the high-profile deaths of icon Prince and
rocker Tom Petty, both of whom died of overdoses.
—AFP


