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CAPE TOWN: South Africa’s government said
yesterday that prejudice was a factor in deadly
rioting that has targeted foreign businesses, as
those attacks and reprisals overshadowed a
pan-African economic conference it is hosting
for a second day. President Cyril Ramaphosa
had hoped the World Economic Forum summit
would serve as a shop window for his efforts to
revive South Africa’s ailing economy and boost
intra-African trade. But the backdrop of a week
of anti-immigrant violence, during which at least
seven people have been killed and hundreds of
arrests been made, has dominated proceedings.

While the victims’ nationalities have not been
made public, the rioting has above all exposed
dormant tensions between the host country and
Nigeria, the continent’s two biggest economies.
Yesterday Jim Ovia, chairman of Nigeria’s Zenith
Bank and a co-chair of the whole Cape Town
event, withdrew, citing the “hypersensitivity of
the issues surrounding the lives and well-being
of Nigerian citizens living in South Africa.”
Nigeria, whose vice president had boycotted the
summit on Wednesday, also recalled its High
Commissioner to South Africa.

But yesterday the highest-profile absentee
was Ramaphosa himself who, as his ministers
sought to manage the fallout, cancelled his ap-
pearance at the WEF plenary session to address
a crowd protesting for a second day about vio-
lence against women. Speaking in his place, Fi-
nance Minister Tito Mboweni said most South
Africans disapproved of attacks on foreigners
and the principle of freedom of movement for
the continent’s citizens was key.

But animosities were generating violence,
and politicians were partly responsible. “We have
to go to our people politically to discuss what

some of them are doing is wrong.” The riots began
eight days ago in Pretoria before spreading to
nearby Johannesburg. Both cities, in Gauteng
province, have large immigrant populations. Police
yesterday reported 15 associated deaths since
then, of which Gauteng police commissioner Elias
Mawela confirmed seven were directly linked to
the violence. Police had also made 423 arrests.
Asked about the victims’ nationalities, he said that
“has been taken to the pathologist.” Threats of
reprisals in Nigeria on Wednesday forced Pretoria
to shut its embassy and consulate there, its foreign
minister said, and South African companies MTN,
and Shoprite closed stores in the country after re-
taliatory attacks. In Democratic Republic of
Congo’s second city Lubumbashi, residents
protested outside the South African consulate and
a South African-owned shop was looted, wit-
nesses told Reuters yesterday.

Targeting Africans
Foreign Minister Naledi Pandor said the gov-

ernment was aware of a resentment-driven
“Afrophobia” and was working to restore calm.
It was also in constant contact with Nigerian au-
thorities. “There is a targeting of Africans from
other parts of Africa, we can’t deny that,” she
told Reuters on the sidelines of the conference.
“But, there is also criminality ... because a lot of
this is accompanied by theft,” she said, describ-
ing the attacks as a complex phenomenon whose
root causes were not easy to define.

Police said they found two burnt bodies yester-
day in the Gauteng township of Katlehong, but the
incident could not be immediately linked to anti-
immigrant violence. Some trade traffic was also af-
fected. In neighboring eSwatini, the National
Agricultural Marketing Board said trucks that nor-

mally carry farm produce south across the border
were being kept in their depot after advice from
South African counterparts that it was not safe to
travel. “We are keeping our fingers crossed that
things will normalize by next week,” said NAM-
Board Agribusiness Manager Tammy Dlamini.
Central Bank data yesterday showed South Africa’s

trade balance swung to a deficit in the second
quarter while the current account deficit widened.
The economy grew more than forecast in the same
period but it had contracted sharply in the previous
three months, and the heads of two local financial
firms said yesterday that a meaningful recovery
was years away. — Reuters

YANGON: Myanmar’s largest air-
port was forced to close temporarily
after a military plane skidded off the
runway, forcing inbound interna-
tional flights to be diverted, an offi-
cial at the civil aviation department
said yesterday. A Chinese-made Y-
8-200F transport plane slid off the
runway at Yangon international air-
port in the morning after one of its
engines failed, according to a gov-
ernment statement. There were no
injuries reported, but outbound
flights were delayed and inbound
flights suspended.

“We are in a situation that the air-
port has temporarily shut down,” Ye
Htut Aung, Deputy Director-General
of Myanmar’s Department of Civil
Aviation, told Reuters by telephone.
International flights would not re-

sume until the aircraft could be re-
moved, he said. “My husband is now
stuck at the airport in Dhaka, and
can’t come home as he planned,” said
Yu Lwin Soe, who was waiting at the
airport with her toddler son. “We
don’t know what’s happening or how
long it will take,” she said.

In May, a Biman Bangladesh Air-
lines plane skidded on the runway
of the Yangon international airport
in heavy rain, leading to more than
a dozen people being sent to hos-
pital. Later that month, a Myanmar
National Airlines flight was forced
to make an emergency landing after
its nose gear failed. In June 2017, a
Y-8 military plane crashed into the
Andaman Sea off Myanmar’s south-
ern coast, killing all 122 people on
board. — Reuters

CAPE TOWN: South Africa’s President Cyril
Ramaphosa yesterday vowed to tighten laws to fight
rape and murder of women as the nation reels from
high profile murders in recent days. In an impromptu
address thousands of protesters outside parliament,
Ramaphosa admitted that it was time his government
took emergency measures to deal with the scourge
of rape and murder of women. At least 137 sexual of-
fences are committed per day, mainly against
women, according to official figures.

Women Minister Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, said
this week that more than 30 women were killed by
their spouses last month alone. “Enough is enough
and we are going to act,” said Ramaphosa, promising
to announce later Thursday a raft of new measures
his government will take. “Men that kill and rape
must stay in jail for life.  “The law must change that
once you have raped and kill you get life, no bail!”
Ramaphosa told the angry crowd. 

Thousands of women protested for a second con-
secutive day in Cape Town at rallies prompted by last
month’s brutal murders that have triggered outcry and
much soul-searching in a country that is seen as one

of the world’s most dangerous places for women and
often appears numb to murder and sexual violence. In
one case University of Cape Town student, Uyinene
“Nene” Mrwetyana, 19, was raped and bludgeoned to
death when she went to a post office on August 24.

And on Friday boxing champion Leighandre
“Baby Lee” Jegels, 25, was allegedly shot dead by
her partner, who was a police officer.  “Parliament
must make a decision on declaring this a state of
emergency,” said Ramaphosa, who left the World
Economic Forum meeting in Cape Town early to ac-
cept a memorandum delivered to parliament by a
mass demonstration of mainly women. 

“I agree completely that the killing of women
must be bought to an end here in South Africa,” he
added. On Wednesday around 500 women demon-
strated against South Africa’s “femicide epidemic”
in front of Cape Town International Conference
Centre, where a three-day World Economic Forum
on Africa was opening. Last year South Africa
recorded a 6.9 percent increase in the number of
murders countrywide, with an average 57 murders
committed each day. — AFP
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ABUJA: A demonstrator holds a sign during a protest against xenophobia outside of the main gate of
the South African High Commission which was shut down to avert reprisal attacks in Abuja. —AFP
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