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TEHRAN: Iran is set to detail its latest cut to
commitments under a 2015 nuclear deal tomor-
row, in response to US sanctions and perceived
inaction by other parties to save the accord.
Iran’s atomic energy organization spokesman
Behrouz Kamalvandi will hold a news conference
to detail Tehran’s third round of cuts in its nuclear
commitments since May, the semi-official ISNA
news agency reported yesterday.

Iran and three European countries-Britain,
France and Germany-have been engaged in talks
to reduce tensions and rescue the multi-party
deal, which has been unraveling since the US
withdrew in May last year. But with no apparent
agreement in sight, Iran’s President Hassan
Rouhani on Wednesday made good on a prom-
ise to take another step away from the deal be-
tween Iran and the five permanent members of
the United Nations Security Council powers,
plus Germany (P5+1). 

“The atomic energy organization (of Iran) is
ordered to immediately start whatever is needed
in the field of research and development, and
abandon all the commitments that were in place
regarding research and development,” said
Rouhani, without elaborating. Iran’s arch-enemy
Israel responded by calling for more interna-
tional pressure on Iran. “This is not the time to
hold talks with Iran; this is the time to increase
the pressure on Iran,” said Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.

The EU yesterday urged Iran to backtrack on
moves to drop its commitments under the deal,
known as the JCPOA. “These activities we con-
sider are inconsistent with the JCPOA,” said Eu-
ropean Commission spokesman Carlos Martin
Ruiz de Gordejuela. “We urge Iran to reverse

these steps and refrain from further measures
that undermine the nuclear deal.”

Building leverage
A senior US official on Wednesday ruled out

any sanctions exemptions that would permit a
French-proposed credit line, which Tehran says
could bring it back to full compliance with the
deal. “We can’t make it any more clear that we
are committed to this campaign of maximum
pressure and we are not looking to grant any ex-
ceptions or waivers,” Brian Hook, the State De-
partment coordinator on Iran, told reporters.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif responded by tweeting that the US Treas-
ury was “nothing more than a JAIL WARDEN.”
“Ask for reprieve (waiver), get thrown in solitary
for the audacity. Ask again and you might end
up in the gallows,” he tweeted. Iran has ex-
pressed mounting frustration at Europe’s failure
to offset the effects of renewed US sanctions in
return for its continued compliance with the
agreement. It had already hit back twice with
countermeasures in response to the US with-
drawal from the deal.

On July 1, Iran said it had increased its stock-
pile of enriched uranium to beyond the 300-kilo-
gramme limit set by the agreement. A week later,
it announced it had exceeded the deal’s uranium
enrichment limit of 3.67 percent. The UN’s nu-
clear watchdog, the International Atomic Energy
Agency, said on August 30 that Iran’s uranium
stockpile stood at about 360 kilograms, of which
just over 10 percent was enriched to 4.5 percent.

Rouhani has stressed that the countermea-
sures Iran has adopted are all readily reversible
if the remaining parties to the deal honor their

undertakings to provide sanctions relief. The
Iranian president on Wednesday gave Europe a
60-day ultimatum before Iran drops another
commitment. Francois Nicoullaud, a French for-
mer ambassador to Iran, said the moves to be
detailed tomorrow would likely focus on bring-
ing on line new centrifuges for enriching ura-
nium-and would be “only partially reversible”.
“Even if research is stopped, the intellectual
gains are forever,” he said. But analyst Henry
Rome argued that the appeared to be “provoca-

tive but reversible”. “Tehran is building leverage,
not a bomb,” said Rome, a specialist on Iran for
the Washington-based Eurasia Group consul-
tancy. He added that the French initiative, meant
to provide Iran with a multi-billion-dollar line of
credit in exchange for returning to deal compli-
ance, is “likely to wither away” because it re-
quires Washington’s approval. “Why would the
United States endorse a policy initiative aimed
at explicitly and directly undermining its ‘maxi-
mum pressure’ policy?” he asked. — AFP
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to nuclear commitments

US offered millions 
in cash to captain 
of Iranian tanker
WASHINGTON: A senior US official personally offered several
million dollars to the Indian captain of an Iranian oil tanker sus-
pected of heading to Syria, the State Department confirmed
Wednesday. The Financial Times reported that Brian Hook, the
State Department pointman on Iran, sent emails to captain
Akhilesh Kumar in which he offered “good news” of millions in US
cash to live comfortably if he steered the Adrian Darya 1 to a
country where it could be seized.

“We have seen the Financial Times article and can confirm that
the details are accurate,” a State Department spokeswoman said.
“We have conducted extensive outreach to several ship captains
as well as shipping companies warning them of the consequences
of providing support to a foreign terrorist organization,” she said,
referring to Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guards.

The Adrian Darya 1 was held for six weeks by the British over-
seas territory of Gibraltar on suspicion that it was set to deliver
oil from Iran to its main Arab ally Syria-a violation of European
Union sanctions on President Bashar al-Assad’s iron-fisted
regime. Gibraltar released the ship, formerly called the Grace 1,
on August 18 over US protests after receiving written assurances
that the vessel would not head to countries sanctioned by the Eu-
ropean Union. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif mocked
Hook’s initiative as he pointed to the Financial Times story. “Hav-
ing failed at piracy, the US resorts to outright blackmail-deliver
us Iran’s oil and receive several million dollars or be sanctioned
yourself,” Zarif tweeted. State Department chief spokeswoman
Morgan Ortagus hit back using Zarif’s exact words, accusing Iran
of “outright blackmail” with its call for $15 billion from European
powers to be paid back from Iran’s future oil sales. Iran says that,
if it receives the credit line, it will come back into full compliance
with a 2015 nuclear accord from which US President Donald
Trump withdrew.

US authorities said that Kumar, 43, took over as captain in
Gibraltar. After he apparently did not respond to the US offer, the
Treasury Department on Friday imposed sanctions both on the
ship and on Kumar himself, freezing any assets he may have in the
United States and criminalizing any US financial transactions with
him. “Any US or foreign persons that engage in certain transactions
with designated persons or entities may themselves be exposed
to sanctions,” the first State Department spokeswoman said.

The Adrian Daya 1 has been elusive since sailing off from
Gibraltar, with monitors reporting that it has been moving in the
eastern Mediterranean near Lebanon. The United States also an-
nounced Wednesday that it was imposing sanctions on a shipping
network alleged to be tied to the Revolutionary Guards-and of-
fering up to $15 million for information that could disrupt the
unit’s finances.

The shipping network sold more than $500 million this spring,
mostly in Syria, according to the Treasury Department. After
pulling from the nuclear accord, the United States has unilaterally
threatened sanctions aimed at ending all oil sales by Iran in a bid
to diminish the clerical regime’s regional influence. — AFP

Netanyahu opposes talks, calls for international pressure on Iran 

Six suspected jihadists
killed in Egypt
CAIRO: Six suspected jihadists were killed yesterday in a
shootout with police near the Bahariya oasis southwest of
the Egyptian capital, the interior ministry said.  Police carried
out a dawn raid against “terrorist elements” in a desert area
near Bahariya, roughly 300 kilometers southwest of Cairo,
the ministry said in a statement. A shootout led to the death
of six suspects, the ministry said, adding that a number of
hunting rifles and four assault rifles were found at the site. 

Jihadists have launched several attacks in the vast desert
area west of the Nile. In November 2018, an Islamic State
group attack killed six Copts and an Anglican after they left
the Saint Samuel monastery west of the Nile in Minya
province. IS carried out another attack nearby in May 2017,
killing 29 Coptic pilgrims, many of them children. Tourists
have also been killed in attacks, but the violence has mostly
targeted police and soldiers.

Hundreds of security personnel have died in an escalation
of attacks since the military overthrow of Islamist president
Mohamed Morsi in 2013. The ouster was led by then-army-
chief Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, who became president following
2014 polls before securing an official 97 percent of the vote
in elections last year. — AFP

BUSHEHR, Iran: In this file photo released by the official website of the Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani shows him visiting the control room of the Bushehr nuclear power plant
in the Gulf port city of Bushehr. — AFP


