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NEW YORK: Grigor Dimitrov rallied for a shocking
upset of 20-time Grand slam champion Roger Federer
at the US Open on Tuesday, the lowest-ranked New
York semi-finalist in 28 years advancing to face Daniil
Medvedev. 

The 78th-ranked Bulgarian, who had dropped all
seven prior meetings with Federer, made a dramatic
fightback to defeat the Swiss third seed 3-6, 6-4, 3-6,
6-4, 6-2 at Arthur Ashe Stadium and will face Russian
fifth seed Medvedev in Friday’s semis.

“I’m just happy,” Dimitrov said. “The only thing I was
telling myself was to stay in the match. Physically I was
feeling pretty good. I was hitting some shots against
him that were hard to hit.”

Dimitrov reached his first US Open semi-final to
match the deepest Slam runs of his career from
Wimbledon in 2014 and the 2017 Australian Open.

Not since 174th-ranked Jimmy Connors reached the
1991 quarter-finals had New York seen so lowly a figure
on the ATP ratings list reach the last four.

Dimitrov is also the lowest-ranked Slam semi-finalist
since 94th-rated Rainer Schuettler of Germany at
Wimbledon in 2008. Federer, a five-time US Open
champion who has not won at Flushing Meadows since
2008, breezed through the first set in 29 minutes and
appeared to have withstood the danger until Dimitrov
opened the fourth set with a break.

Federer was denied on five break points in the 10th

game of the fourth set and Dimitrov held to force a fifth
set. “I was trying to stay in that game and make him
stay on the court as much as possible. After that he
started slowing down a little bit,” Dimitrov said. 

“It’s a best of five sets. Anything can happen.”
Federer went off the court for a private medical timeout
to treat his upper back near his neck.

“This is Grigor’s moment, not my body’s moment,”
Federer said.

Dimitrov broke Federer twice on the way to a 4-0
lead in the final set and the 38-year-old Swiss star had
no effective reply, foiled by 61 unforced errors in falling
after three hours and 12 minutes.

“It’s OK. It’s how it goes,” Federer said. “I tried my
best. I fought with what I had and that’s it.” Federer
would have become the oldest Slam semi-finalist since
Jimmy Connors at age 39 at the 1991 US Open.

Medvedev defeated three-time Grand Slam champi-
on Stan Wawrinka 7-6 (8/6), 6-3, 3-6, 6-1 to reach his
first major semi-final, shaking off a sore left quadriceps
that made him contemplate quitting the match. Now he
gets two days of rest.

“That’s huge advantage regarding what happened to
my leg,” Medvedev said. “It should be OK.”

Medvedev took a medical timeout, had the area
taped and took a painkiller.

“In the fourth set, I started feeling the painkiller and
started moving better,” he said. “For sure I hope to be

ready for the semis.” Medvedev, 23, is the youngest US
Open semi-finalist since Novak Djokovic in 2010 and
Russia’s first Slam semi-finalist since Mikhail Youzhny
at the 2010 US Open.

In today’s quarter-finals, Spanish second seed Rafael
Nadal, an 18-time Grand Slam champion, faces
Argentine 20th seed Diego Schwartzman and French
13th seed Gael Monfils plays Italian 24th seed Matteo
Berrettini.

Meanwhile, Serena Williams earned her 100th win at
the US Open on Tuesday with a brutal 44-minute dem-
olition of Wang Qiang, firing an ominous warning to
rivals in her pursuit of a record-tying 24th Grand Slam
title. Six-time US Open champion Williams dismantled
Chinese 18th seed Wang 6-1, 6-0 in a complete mis-
match that was the quickest at this year’s tournament to
set up a semi-final clash with Ukrainian trailblazer Elina
Svitolina.

Williams brought up a century of US Open wins to
move to within one of the all-time leader Chris Evert.

“It’s really unbelievable, literally. From when I first
started here, I think I was 16, I didn’t think I would ever
get to 100. I didn’t think I would still be out here,”
Williams said.

The 37-year-old American is seeking a 24th major
title to match Margaret Court’s longstanding record,
and smacked 25 winners against first-time Slam quar-
ter-finalist Wang, who failed to hit a single one.

The 27-year-old Wang had not lost a set during her
best Slam run that included a defeat of reigning French
Open champion Ashleigh Barty in the last 16, but she
was powerless to stop a Williams onslaught at Arthur
Ashe Stadium.

Fifth seed Svitolina defeated Britain’s Johanna Konta
6-4, 6-4 to become the first Ukrainian to reach the US
Open semi-finals, matching her run to the last four at
Wimbledon in July.  “It feels amazing. It was a very,
very tough match. We were both striking the ball well.
It was quite even,” Svitolina said. “I’m very, very happy
the way I handled the pressure.”

Svitolina watched a pair of match points pass her by
at 5-3 on her opponent’s serve as Konta gamely fought
to stay alive, but the Ukrainian closed out victory in the
following game.

Svitolina had already knocked out two-time former
champion Venus Williams and 2017 runner-up Madison
Keys and is in a class of her own as the only Ukrainian
woman to reach this stage at a major.

Konta, who took out third seed and 2016 runner-up
Karolina Pliskova in the last 16, was denied in her bid to
be the first British woman to make the US Open semis
since Jo Durie in 1983.

“She played so well, to be honest. Actually, I didn’t
play badly at all,” said Konta, reflecting on a season in
which she reached the quarter-finals or better at three
Slams. — AFP

NEW YORK: Grigor Dimitrov of Bulgaria returns the ball against Roger Federer of Switzerland in their Men’s Singles Quarter-finals tennis match during the 2019 US Open at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. — AFP

Dimitrov stuns Federer to reach semi 
Ruthless Serena grabs 100th US Open win as record title nears

Yao Ming powerless 
as hosts China flop 
at Basketball WCup
BEIJING: Yao Ming looked on helplessly and fans
were left in tears as hosts China failed to progress to
the second round of the Basketball World Cup with a
72-59 defeat to Venezuela yesterday.

In a do-or-die battle to reach the next stage, it was
the South Americans who appeared to relish silencing a
vocal, packed crowd at Wukesong Arena in Beijing.
Basketball, along with football, is the most popular
sport in China. But that has failed to result in a top-
class team and there is no current successor to trail-

blazer Yao. The former Houston Rockets All-Star, now
38, took over as head of the Chinese Basketball
Association in 2017 and set about reforming an
entrenched state development system that he says bad-
ly needs an overhaul.

He might want to ramp up his development plan after
this demoralising showing on home soil, with the
Venezuela defeat giving China a record of one victory
— over the Ivory Coast — against two losses.

Coach Li Nan said China never fully recovered from
Monday’s crushing 79-76 overtime defeat to Poland.
“We tried to get our mentality right, to play with confi-
dence, but something was left over from that game,” he
said, calling the Venezuela defeat “a very tough loss”.

Even neutrals had expected the hosts to successfully
negotiate a weak Group A, where Venezuela joined
Poland in the last 16, while a public of 1.4 billion was as
expectant as ever.

China, ranked 30th in the world, placed their hopes

largely on the shoulders of a towering front court of
three seven-footers: Yi Jianlian, Zhou Qi and Wang
Zhelin. But the hosts were never really in the game
against the sharp-shooting Venezuelans, ranked 20th,
and China trailed a daunting 33-22 at half-time.

They made inroads on that deficit at the start of the
third quarter and late in the fourth, getting within seven
points, but the comeback fell short in front of the
watching Yao and thousands of deflated red-shirted
spectators.

Because of the format of the World Cup, China’s
tournament is not over and they will now need to rally
themselves to compete in a low-key classification
round with Tokyo 2020 Olympic qualifying in play.

“Venezuela are a very experienced team but we
don’t have time to dwell on the loss because we still
have games to play,” said Chinese guard Fang Shuo.

Red-hot Serbia showed they — not reigning two-
time champions the United States — are the team to

beat with a 92-77 victory over Italy to top their group.
Gregg Popovich’s Team USA were pushed to the

limit on Tuesday before finally swatting aside 17th-
ranked Turkey in overtime to labour into the second
round.

Just 24 hours later Serbia showed the Americans
how to do it against the Italians, ranked 13th, in a battle
for supremacy in Group D with both teams having
already stormed through to the next stage.

In the next round Italy and Serbia, who are the cur-
rent Olympic silver medallists, will be in a group with
Puerto Rico and Spain, who won Olympic bronze in
2016. The Sacramento Kings pair of Nemanja Bjelica
and Bogdan Bogdanovic roared to the fore for the
Serbs.

Bogdanovic totted up a game-leading 31 points and
five steals. Bjelica, a forward, had nine assists.  “He’s a
tough rock, tough kid, one of the toughest,” said coach
Sasha Djordjevic of the guard Bogdanovic. — AFP


