
NEW YORK: Elina Svitolina’s blossoming romance
with Gael Monfils is propelling the couple’s deep runs
at the US Open, and the Ukrainian urged the French
star to keep pace after Tuesday’s quarter-final victory.

Svitolina, who broke the psychological barrier of
reaching a Grand Slam semi-final at Wimbledon in July,
became the first Ukrainian to make the last four of the
US Open with a 6-4, 6-4 win over Britain’s Johanna
Konta. Boyfriend Monfils, the 13th seed in the men’s
draw, is through to a fourth quarter-final at Flushing
Meadows and will look to equal his best Slam run when
he meets Italian Matteo Berrettini later.

“We are pushing each other and we are now trying
to join each other in the semi-finals,” Svitolina said.
“Now it’s time for him to step up his game!” The pair
set up a joint Instagram account, which currently
attracts close to 100,000 followers, after going public
with their relationship at this year’s Australian Open.

Svitolina, 24, credits Monfils with helping raise her
game as she looks to translate last year’s WTA Finals
success in Singapore into a maiden Grand Slam singles
triumph for Ukraine.

She is attempting to go one step further than com-
patriot Andrei Medvedev, who lost the men’s 1999
French Open final in five sets to Andre Agassi. “I think
hitting with him, it has definitely helped me to improve
my reaction and my footwork, move really quickly,”
Svitolina said of the impact Monfils has had.

“I think (I’m) more calm, if you want to describe it in
few words. It’s more calm and I talk more now with my
coach. I’m more open with my coach and also with, you
know, with Gael about the tennis and my feelings. This
really changed, I think, for the past, I don’t know, nine,
10 months.”

Monfils watched from Svitolina’s players box as she
faced Simona Halep at Wimbledon, although she was
blown away by the eventual champion in her first major
semi-final after four losing quarter-final appearances at
other Slams.

“He’s there for me, he’s supporting me, and I’m there
for him as well,” she said during her run at the All
England Club. “He understands, I understand, what
we’re going through. It’s great.”

Svitolina will have another chance Thursday to reach
her first Grand Slam final, and she believes lessons
learned from past failures have prepared her to take the
next step. “I had some tough matches round of 16,
quarter-finals before I started to win them. I think it’s
been tough and painful losses sometimes, but I think
they gave me this push, this confidence and maybe
helped me in some matches,” Svitolina said.

“I don’t think that I was expecting going into this
tournament that I’m going to make semis. I’m just tak-
ing one match at a time. “It’s a Grand Slam. There is lots
of pressure. You have to just go out there, do your job
and don’t think too much what’s going on around you,
and who handles it the best wins.”

Svitolina, set to climb to at least third in the WTA
rankings after her performance here, could next face
Serena Williams, who is seeking a 24th Grand Slam
crown to equal the all-time record held by Australia’s
Margaret Court.

“Definitely it’s a big challenge to play against
her. I mean, doesn’t really matter who I’m going to
play in semi-final. It’s a challenge,” Svitolina said.
“Person who reaches the semi-final is playing well.
It’s something that you have to bring your best
game to beat them.” — AFP

Metzelder investigated 
over child pornography
BERLIN: Former Germany and Real Madrid footballer Christoph
Metzelder, 38, is under investigation for allegedly sharing child pornog-
raphy via the messenging service WhatsApp, German prosecutors con-
firmed yesterday.

“We can confirm an investigation against Christoph Metzelder on sus-
picion of sharing child pornography, including digital images,” a spokes-
woman for the Hamburg prosecutor’s office, Liddy Oechtering, told AFP.

The 2002 World Cup finalist is alleged to have used WhatsApp to
send pornographic photos of children to a woman in Hamburg,
Oechtering said.

The recipient of the photos was then questioned as a witness after a
third person had reported the transfer of images to Hamburg police,
Oechtering later clarified to national news agency DPA.

The spokeswoman confirmed reports that investigators had carried
out raids in two locations on Tuesday, but declined to give further details. 

According to a report in Der Spiegel magazine, the raids were on
Metzelder’s home and offices in Duesseldorf, and led to the seizure of a
laptop and a mobile phone. 

Oechtering said the footballer had not been detained, adding that “we
are currently analysing the materials seized”.

Metzelder played for major clubs such as Madrid and Borussia
Dortmund in a career spanning 15 years.

He retired from football in 2014 and has since worked as a pundit for
Sky Sports Germany and president of his local club TuS Haltern.

Since 2006, the 38-year-old has run a foundation in his own name to

support socially disadvantaged children across Germany. 
He has also recently appeared as a pundit on public broadcaster ARD,

which said Wednesday that it had “suspended the co-operation until the
accusations have been clarified”. His is the second high-profile legal case
involving a former Germany defender in two days. 

On Tuesday, prosecutors in Munich confirmed that Bayern Munich
defender Jerome Boateng was under investigation for a reported danger-
ous assault on his ex-partner. —AFP
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AIU will not appeal
USADA decision to 
withdraw charge 
against Coleman
NEW YORK: The Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) said yesterday it
would not appeal the decision by the US Anti-Doping Agency
(USADA) to withdraw a whereabouts charge against American
sprinter Christian Coleman.

USADA had charged Coleman with three failures to properly
file whereabouts information in a 12-month period, but withdrew it
on Monday after receiving guidance from the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) on how to calculate the window.

The AIU, which oversees integrity issues in international athlet-
ics, including doping, had the right to appeal but said they would
not exercise that option.

“Based on the facts of the case and clear advice about the
interpretation of the current International Standard for Testing
and Investigations (ISTI) received from WADA, the AIU has
decided not to appeal the USADA decision regarding Coleman,”
AIU chairman David Howman said in a statement.

Coleman had been charged because athletes are required to
notify anti-doping officials where they can be reached for a cer-
tain period daily.

If testers cannot contact the athlete at the designated location
three times inside a 12-month period, he is considered to have
committed an anti-doping violation and subject to a ban of up to
two years.

USADA said Coleman had whereabouts failures on June 6, 2018
and January 16 and April 26, 2019, but under ISTI guidelines, the
first failure is backdated to the first day of the quarter, which in
Coleman’s case would have been April 1, 2018.

His April 2019 failure, therefore, fell outside the 12-month win-
dow and was not considered an anti-doping violation. The AIU
said it would welcome changes to the rules to ensure filing failures
are no longer backdated.

“We note that the ISTI is currently under review by WADA and
we would support a change in the wording to ensure that in the
future, filing failures are recognised when they occur and never
backdated,” Howman added.

Coleman is set to represent the United States in the 100 and
200 metres at the Sept. 27-Oct. 6 world championships in
Doha. — Reuters

Svitolina (right) and Monfils.

Bayern Munich report
record profits
BERLIN: German champions Bayern Munich announced record
turnover yesterday of 750.4 million euros ($827m, 677m pounds) over
the 2018-2019 season, with after-tax profits surging 78% to 52.5 mil-
lion euros.

“Income from matches and TV rights has risen, and we have
achieved record figures regarding sponsorship income,” the club’s
deputy chairman Jan-Christian Dreesen said on Bayern’s website.

Merchandising sales had stabilised, he added, despite declines in the
sector across Europe. Turnover was up 14.12% from the previous year
while profit before tax rose 63%. “These excellent results are all the
more astonishing given Bayern, despite winning the German Cup, were
eliminated at a very early stage of the lucrative Champions League,”
said economic daily Handelsblatt. 

Turnover still trails Spanish giants Barcelona, with figures approach-
ing one billion euros while turnover at Real Madrid stands at 757 mil-
lion excluding transfers. 

Top English clubs have yet to report their results for the last finan-
cial period by the Premier League’s richest club, Manchester united,
reported record turnover of 580 million pounds in 2018. — AFP

Inter fans tell
Lukaku monkey
chants are 
‘not racist’
MILAN: A group of hardcore Inter Milan sup-
porters have written an open letter to Romelu
Lukaku telling the Belgian striker that fans mak-
ing monkey noises during a football match was
not a sign of racism.

Lukaku — Inter Milan’s new 65 million euros
($73 million) recruit from Manchester United —
was targeted by monkey chants from a section of
the home crowd during Sunday’s Serie A game
at Cagliari. The abuse lasted for several seconds
as the 26-year-old was preparing to take the
winning penalty in Inter’s 2-1 Serie A triumph at
Cagliari.

But Inter’s fan group ‘L’Urlo della Nord’ told
the forward in an open letter published on their
Facebook page that he was seeing racism where
there was none. “Hi Romelu. We are really sorry
you thought that what happened in Cagliari was
racist,” the fans wrote.

“You have to understand that Italy is not like
many other north European countries where
racism is a REAL problem. “We understand that
it could have seemed racist to you, but it is not
like that.

“In Italy we use some ‘ways’ only to ‘help our
teams’ and to try to make our opponents nerv-
ous, not for racism but to mess them up. “We are
a multi-ethnic fans organisation and we have
always welcomed players from everywhere. 

“However, we have always used that ‘way’
with other teams’ players in the past and we
probably will in the future. “We are not racist
and so are not the Cagliari fans,” continued the
letter from the “Curva Nord” group — which
has no official affiliation with Inter.

The group is a section of the club’s hardcore
support that sit in the north stand of Inter’s San
Siro stadium. On Sunday, monkey sounds could

be heard in the stadium as Lukaku was trying to
take a penalty.

The Belgian international angrily looked
towards the stands before confidently converting
his second goal in as many games. Lukaku was
quickly surrounded by his teammates as Inter
won their second from two league matches to sit
ahead of champions Juventus.

The Sardinian club on Monday moved to
“strongly distance” themselves “from the isolat-
ed but nevertheless reprehensible events that
took place in the Sardegna Arena”.

On Monday, Lukaku called on players, clubs
and federations to unite and take a stand.
“Ladies and gentlemen it’s 2019, instead of
going forward we’re going backwards and I
think as players we need to unify and make a
statement on this matter to keep this game clean
and enjoyable for everyone.” But Inter’s hard-
core fans said Lukaku was seeing racism where
there was none. “Please consider this attitude of
Italian fans as a form of respect for the fact they
are afraid of you for the goals you might score
against their teams and not because they hate

you or they are racist,” the letter read.
“You have to understand that in all Italian sta-

diums people cheer for their teams but at the
same time they jeer opponents not for racism but
to ‘help’ their own team. “True racism is a com-
pletely different story and all Italian football fans
know it very well.

“When you declare that racism is a problem
to be fought in Italy you just help the repression
against all football fans including us and you
contribute to create a problem that is not really
there, not in the way that is perceived in other
countries.

“Please help us to clarify what racism really is
and that Italian fans are not racist.” Racist chant-
ing has dogged Italian stadia in recent years,
with Italy striker Moise Kean also the victim of
similar abuse — alongside teammate Blaise
Matuidi — at Cagliari after he scored a goal
there for his former team Juventus last April.

Kalidou Koulibaly was showered with monkey
chants last season by Lukaku’s new fans at the
San Siro, while several other black players have
been targeted. — AFP
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