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Mary Poppins, cover your ears. Hollywood legend
Julie Andrews shocked the world Tuesday by
confessing that she has something of a filthy

mouth. “I do swear a lot. Mr Disney found out that quick-
ly,” the veteran actress revealed when a flywire she had
been hoisted up on the set of “Mary Poppins” broke send-
ing her crashing to the ground “like a ton of bricks. “I think
I said a few words he (Walt Disney) had not heard very
often,” she added.

Andrews, now 83 but looking and sounding decades
younger, insisted that she was “never a goodie two shoes”
as she picked up a lifetime achievement award at the
Venice film festival. Although she made her name and won
an Oscar playing the prim English governess in the 1964
Disney classic, Andrews said that like her, the character
had a hidden and far more mischievous inner life. “On the
outside she is very proper... but look at the lining of her
jackets and her skirts-they are very colorful and wicked.
“She had another secret personality that was a little more
playful,” she said.

‘Too saccharine’ 
Andrews’ butter-wouldn’t-melt image was further rein-

forced when she played Maria von Trapp the following
year in “The Sound of Music”, which tells the story of a
novice nun who becomes a governess. But the actress
admitted that she had found the story too schmaltzy when
she saw the musical version of it on Broadway. “I thought
it was too sentimental and saccharine and over the top. I
mean, you have mountains and nuns and seven children,
but all together!” she told reporters.

“So I decided with the director Robert Wise that we
would try to be as astringent as we possibly could. I think
it made a big difference.  “It is still a sweet and loving film,
but we saved it from being too saccharine,” she said.
Andrew also disclosed that she was knocked flat several
times during the shooting of the movie’s iconic opening
aerial panorama in a mountain meadow.

She was repeatedly tossed over by the down-draft
from the helicopter on which the camera was mounted,
Andrews said. “All I had to do was run towards the camera
and start singing,” but each time she would end up “eating
grass and dirt”.

Gay icon 
Her abiding memories of the filming are the cold and

the rain. “It was so beautiful there in Salzburg (in Austria)
but it rained, rained, rained.” Andrews-who has started
directing in her eighties-also paid tribute to her late hus-
band, the director Blake Edwards. He wrote both “Victor
Victoria”-now regarded as a LGBT classic on a par with
“La Cage aux Folles”-and “S.O.B” for her, a film industry
satire in which she plays a family-friendly star who ends
up in a porn flick. 

She said the man behind the “Pink Panther” films and
“10” “really knew me. He was so clever.” Andrews, who
was made a dame by Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II at the
turn of the century, revealed she has written a memoir with
her daughter Emma Walton Hamilton, which will be pub-
lished in October. As well as her sometimes potty mouth in
private, the actress said her other big fault was that she
was a terrible cook. Yet Andrews said that the upbeat
message of her best-known films were very much a reflec-
tion of her. “I am very much a glass-half-full person,” she
said. And just like Mary Poppins, the only thing that gets
her riled is when someone shows “a lack of thought or
consideration for other people.”— AFPBritish actress Julie Andrews arrives at the pier of the

Excelsior Hotel during the 76th Venice Film Festival at
Venice Lido. — AFP

In this file photo US singer/songwriter Ariana Grande attends
Billboard’s 13th Annual Women In Music event at Pier 36 in
New York City. — AFP

Actor Cuba Gooding Jr, arrives for his trial on his sexual
assault case in New York. — AFP

US pop star Ariana Grande has sued fashion retailer
Forever 21 for using her trademark style to promote
its products without her permission, including

adverts featuring a “look-alike model.” Grande is seeking
$10 million over claims the brand, and its spin-off cosmet-
ics line Riley Rose, created an online campaign with strik-
ing similarities to her music videos, such as “7 Rings,” from
late last year. The lawsuit, filed in Los Angeles district
court Monday, claims the campaign was intended to trick
consumers into believing Grande had endorsed Forever
21’s youth-oriented products.

“Even a single social media post by Ms Grande can gar-
ner fees of several hundred thousand dollars, and her
longer-term endorsement arrangements command fees in
the millions of dollars,” it said. Grande has 163 million
Instagram followers, making her the most-followed woman
on the photo- and video-sharing social media platform.
Images from Forever 21’s Instagram account cited by the
lawsuit showed a model wearing purple camouflage cloth-
ing and a pink headband and boots similar to those worn
by Grande in the “7 Rings” music video. The images appear
to have been taken down from the company’s social media
accounts. A Forever 21 statement denied the allegations,
adding that the fashion firm has “worked with (Grande’s)
licensing company over the past two years.” “We are
hopeful that we will find a mutually agreeable resolution
and can continue to work together in the future,” it added.
Bloomberg News reported last week that Forever 21 was
preparing for a bankruptcy filing. — AFP

Asearing adaptation of one of most controversial
books about the Holocaust divided critics at the
Venice film festival yesterday, with some fighting

each other in the dark to get out of its first screening. “The
Painted Bird”, based on Jerzy Kosinski’s highly contentious
1965 novel about a Jewish boy surviving the worst human
nature can inflict on him in an unnamed Eastern European
country, was hailed as a masterpiece by some and an
unwatchable ordeal by others. But its staggering central
performance from nine-year-old Czech Roma boy Petr
Kotlar-who witnesses a panoply of depravity from incest,
bestiality and rape to mutilation and murder-has had co-
stars Harvey Keitel and Stellan Skarsgard as well as the
critics in raptures.

That did not stop some running for the exits at its first
screening. In the very first scene, the boy’s pet ferret is
taken from him by boorish peasants and burned alive. The
Hollywood Reporter called the black-and-white epic
“heart-wrenching... and the ideal film treatment” of the
novel, which itself sparked outrage in Kosinski’s native
Poland when the writer first hinted that the story was
autobiographical.

‘Monumental work’ 
The Guardian’s Xan Brooks also heaped praise on

Czech director Vaclav Marhoul for “never putting a foot
wrong”, adding: “One day they’ll make a film about the
first public screening” at Venice. “It will feature the man
who fell full-length on the steps in his effort to escape
and the well-dressed woman who became so frantic to
get out that she hit the stranger in the next seat,” he
wrote. “The centrepiece will be the moment 12 viewers
broke for the doors only to discover that the exit had
been locked,” he added.

Brooks declared the film “a monumental piece of work
and one I’m deeply glad to have seen. I can also say I hope
to never cross its path again.” Deborah Young of The
Hollywood Reporter also hailed it, but warned that it was
an “emotional three-hour punch in the stomach”. Marhoul
defended the unremitting darkness of his adaptation-
which has a happy ending, of sorts-insisting that “only in
darkness can we see light. Shining through all the horrors
is, for me, hope and love.” He said the film was a warning

of what can happen when Europe turns inward as it was
doing now, drawing a parallel between the attitudes to
migrant children fleeing wars in Syria, Libya and
Afghanistan and the rejection and abuse his hero suffers.

‘Kosinski lied’ 
“Bad times are coming to Europe,” he told reporters.

“Looking at the populists who are running so many
European countries at the moment like Hungary, Poland,
Russia, in the Czech Republic too and of course the US.”
Marhoul said the film took 11 years to make. “I didn’t know
when I started that this story would become much more
accented by what happened in Europe three years ago,
when so many people came here to save their lives,” he
said. Because of the fury Kosinski sparked in Poland, the
director decided to have most of the film’s sparse dialogue
in Slavic Esperanto “so no nation would be associated
with villagers” who mistreat the boy and hand him over to
the Nazis.

Despite being accused of plagiarizing other Polish
books, Kosinski’s novel is still seen by many as a classic.
“When Kosinski said it was his autobiographical story he
was lying,” Marhoul said. “In fact he spent the World War
II with his parents among Polish villagers. And those vil-
lagers tried to save them... That’s not a big problem for the
book (because it is fiction). But many people in Poland still
think this book is about them.” — AFP

German actor Udo Kier poses during the photocall for the
movie “The Painted Bird” of Czech director Vaclav Marhoul.

Canadian actor Barry Pepper poses during the photocall for
the movie ‘The Painted Bird’ of Czech director Vaclav
Marhoul.

File photo shows US actress Meryl Streep arriving for the
screening of the film ‘The Laundromat’ on September 1,
2019 presented in competition during the 76th Venice Film
Festival at Venice Lido. — AFP

File picture shows Natalie Portman posing for photogra-
phers at the premiere of ‘Vox Lux’ at the Toronto
International Film Festival in Toronto, Ontario. — AFP

Czech director Vaclav Marhoul poses during the photocall for
his movie ‘The Painted Bird’. — AFP photos

Oscar-winning actor Cuba Gooding Jr’s trial over
accusations he groped a woman in New York was
adjourned Tuesday until next month after prose-

cutors asked for more time to prepare their case. The trial
of the “Jerry Maguire” star was scheduled to start on
Tuesday but a state criminal court judge granted a prose-
cution request that it be delayed until October 10.
Gooding’s lawyer Mark Heller told reporters after the
short hearing that he was extremely confident the case
would be dismissed, describing the allegations as “totally
unfounded.”

“We are confident this will become a hallmark case
for the #NotMe movement,” he said, using a term he
coined to refer to celebrities who are falsely accused of
sexual offenses. Gooding, 51, is accused of grabbing the
woman’s breast without her consent in a Manhattan bar
on a night out in June.  He is charged with forcible touch-
ing and could face up to a year in prison if convicted.
Gooding won an Academy Award in 1997 for his per-
formance as a football player in “Jerry Maguire.” He
recently played OJ Simpson in “The People vs OJ
Simpson: American Crime Story.” — AFP

With a special tribute to Meryl Streep, a gala line-
up dedicated to women filmmakers and an inau-
gural award for female talent, organizers say this

week’s Toronto International Film Festival will honor lead-
ing ladies in the movies. A-listers from Natalie Portman to
Nicole Kidman, and Kristen Stewart to Streep, will tread
the red carpet at North America’s biggest film festival,
also known as TIFF, which opens today and runs through
September 15.

The festival in Canada’s largest city is seen as a key
step on the journey to Oscar glory-recent Best Picture
winners including “Green Book” and “The Shape of
Water” emerged as frontrunners here. Among world
premieres generating buzz this year are Taika Waititi’s
Nazi satire “Jojo Rabbit,” and star-studded death-row
tearjerker “Just Mercy,” featuring Jamie Foxx, Michael B.
Jordan and Brie Larson. They will show alongside
heavyweights fresh from the ongoing Venice festival
such as “Joker.”

Venice triggered controversy by only putting two films
directed by women on its main prize program-a storm
compounded by the decision to invite director Roman
Polanski, who admitted to statutory rape decades ago.
Toronto’s organizers said it was a “priority” to correct the
industry’s historic imbalance against women. “We’ve really
just chosen to foreground gender and the representation
of gender,” festival boss Cameron Bailey told AFP. “As a
concern in movies generally, there’s a long history of this
from the very beginning... it affects films at every stage.”

‘No-brainer’ 
More than 300 films from 84 countries will be shown

to critics, auteurs and regular movie buffs in Toronto,
including 133 world premieres. Nearly half of the festival’s
gala films are directed by women-nine of 20 — including
all three on the Saturday evening line-up.  DreamWorks’
animation “Abominable,” written and directed by Jill
Culton, tells the story of a young Chinese girl trying to
help a magical yeti return to his family.

It is followed by the world premiere of the biopic of
TV personality Fred Rogers, “A Beautiful Day in the

Neighborhood,” directed by Marielle Heller and starring
Tom Hanks. The night concludes with “Hustlers,” the true
story of a group of New York strippers who swindled
Wall Street businessmen out of huge sums. It stars
Jennifer Lopez and is directed by Lorene Scafaria. For the
first time, the festival will hold a full prize-giving “tribute
gala” honoring outstanding careers in film.

Streep, who is currently promoting Netflix’s Panama
Papers thriller “The Laundromat,” will receive the inaugu-
ral actress prize. Festival co-head Joana Vincent said the
decision to honor Streep was a “no-brainer,” telling AFP:
“She’s so incredibly talented, and it’s this incredible, sur-
prising performance in ‘The Laundromat’ that felt so fresh
and different. “And she’s Meryl Streep! Who else would
you want to give your inaugural tribute award?”

Another new award honoring outstanding young female
talent will go to Mati Diop, a black 37-year-old French
director whose film “Atlantics”-a haunting ghost story
about African migrants-won the Grand Prix at Cannes.
“Joker” star Joaquin Phoenix will pick up the inaugural
actor award, while Waititi gets the director prize.

Rock’n’roll 
TIFF will open Thursday with the documentary “Once

Were Brothers: Robbie Robertson and the Band,” a biopic
of the musical group which formed in Toronto in the
1960s and became one of the most successful rock outfits
of all time. The film features interviews with a who’s who
of rock’n’roll including Bob Dylan, Bruce Springsteen and
Eric Clapton.

Martin Scorsese, who Robertson has worked with on
the scores for “The Wolf of Wall Street” and upcoming
“The Irishman,” also appears. Later in the week, Portman
will be in town to promote Fox’s astronaut drama “Lucy
in the Sky,” Stewart stars in Amazon’s political thriller
“Seberg,” and Kidman features in the Warner Bros movie
adaptation of Donna Tartt’s sprawling novel “The
Goldfinch.”— AFP


