
Migrants deplore 
conditions in 
new Greek camp
THESSALONIKI: Freshly transferred from a
packed camp on the Greek island of Lesbos,
some migrants say conditions in their new
home on the mainland are even worse. “We
left Moria hoping for something better,” said
Sazan, a 20-year-old Afghan, referring to the
main camp on Lesbos. “And in the end, it’s
worse.” Sazan is one of around 1,000
Afghans ferried in from Lesbos — where
conditions had become increasingly unsani-
tary and unsafe — to the mainland.

After six months of what he described as
“hell” in Moria, Sazan said he had hoped for
better. But at the Nea Kavala camp near the
major northern port city of Thessaloniki, new
arrivals complain of lack of access to basics
such as water and electricity, he said. Staff at
the camp are struggling to find enough tents
and to put basic facilities in place. There
were currently only 200 tents for 1,000 peo-
ple, a source at the citizen protection min-
istry told AFP. Other migrants ferried off
Lesbos would be transferred to other camps,
the source said.

This ministry had taken over responsibility
for migrants after new conservative Prime
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis did away with
the migration policy ministry after taking
office in July. But a summer surge in arrivals
took the government by surprise, as migrants
made the crossing to the Greek islands that
sit in the Aegean Sea just miles from the
Turkish mainland. The UN High
Commissioner for Refugees said the island of
Lesbos was sheltering nearly 11,000 people

at the end of August — four times the capac-
ity of its camps.

Tougher measures 
“We thought Moria was the worse thing

that could happen to us,” said Mohamed
Nour, as he tried to settle his three children
into a makeshift tent at the Nea Kavala camp.
“They told us it would only be a temporary
stay, but we’ve been here for two days now
and the conditions aren’t good,” the 28-year-
old said. The ministry has promised to trans-
fer the migrants to other camps by the end of
the month. But 15-year-old Tamim said he
has heard that before. He told AFP he had
already been at Nea Kavala for three months.
“They told us the same thing when we
arrived,” he said. “It was better at Moria. At
least we had English lessons. Here, we don’t
have anything to do.”

In the meantime, staff at the camp have
been scrambling to get extra tents and toilets
installed for the new arrivals. “We need more
doctors and infrastructure to meet the needs
of hundreds of children,” said one camp
worker, 35-year-old Angelos. Greece is cur-
rently home to more than 70,000 migrants
and refugees across its territory.

Rights groups have denounced the
response of the new government, which has
tightened border controls and withdrawn the
right for asylum seekers whose application is
rejected to appeal the decision. One migrant,
at least, said he was glad to be off Lesbos.
Korban, 19, arrived with his family on
Tuesday from the overcrowded camp. “At
Moria, there was brawling and jostling every
day,” he said. “It was hell. The only thing left
for us to do now is to be patient and keep
our hopes up.” — AFP 

VLADIVOSTOK: Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi praised his “close friend”
Russian President Vladimir Putin yesterday
as the pair said they would work to boost
military, trade and energy ties. The leaders
met on the first day of Russia’s economic
forum in the Pacific coast city of
Vladivostok, an annual event since 2015 as
Moscow looks to bolster relations with Asia
amid tensions with the West.

“I’m very grateful to my close friend
Vladimir Putin for this opportunity,” Modi
said at a press conference following talks
and a tour of a naval shipyard. “We have
reached a new stage in collaboration,” he
said, adding that the pair discussed
“unprecedented” mutual investment in oil
and gas industries.  A joint statement called
for cooperation in military and technologi-
cal spheres, with the possibility of creating
joint ventures in India to develop and man-
ufacture civilian aircraft. It also called for a
reorganization of the UN Security Council
to reflect the “global realities” of a multi-
polar world. 

For his part, Putin hailed his “great
friend, Mr Modi” and said India was “our

strategic partner.” “Special attention was
paid to trade and economic cooperation in
the talks,” he said, though details of major
trade deals were not immediately
announced. Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe was also to visit Vladivostok, along
with Mongolian President Khaltmaa
Battulga and Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad.

But Putin was spending most of his time
yesterday with Modi, who in an interview
ahead of the meeting spoke of the “special
chemistry” he shared with the Russian
leader. “With each meeting with President
Putin, we get closer and our relationship
grows,” he told the newspaper Rossiyskaya
Gazeta. Modi pointed out that mutual ties
also extend to nature, as every year
“Siberian cranes migrate to my home state
Gujarat”. The Indian leader said he wanted
to discuss tiger conservation with Putin, a
lover of big cats. After shaking hands
warmly on Modi’s arrival, the two men
boarded a Russian navy patrol ship and
headed to the Zvezda shipyard about 40
kilometres (25 miles) across a bay from
Vladivostok.

Arms deals 
India is a key client for Russia’s arms

industry and trade between the two
countries amounted to approximately $11
billion in 2018. Russia and India in 2015
signed a $1 billion agreement to jointly
make Kamov Ka-226 military helicopters,
part of the “Make in India” initiative to
encourage foreign companies to manu-
facture their products there. But the deal
has been pushed back repeatedly.

A major global arms importer looking
to modernize its armed forces, India is
keen to produce more on its own soil,
and in March launched a joint venture
with Russia to manufacture AK-203
assault rifles. Rostec, the umbrella cor-
poration that controls Kamov, is “hope-
ful” that the summit can kickstart the
helicopter project, its director for inter-
national cooperation, Viktor Kladov, said
last week. India last year purchased the
Russian S-400 advanced air defense
systems for over $5 billion, with deliver-
ies to be made by 2023, defying US
warnings of sanctions on countries buy-
ing Russian arms. — AFP 
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VLADIVOSTOK: Russian President Vladimir Putin (R) shakes hands with India’s Prime
Minister Narendra Modi during a joint press conference ahead of the Eastern
Economic Forum. — AFP 

‘With each meeting with President Putin, we get closer and our relationship grows’ 

‘Close friends’ Putin and Modi 
vow to boost military, trade ties

S Africa and
Nigeria tighten
security after 
xenophobic attacks
JOHANNESBURG:  South Africa and
Nigeria stepped security yesterday after
deadly attacks on foreign-owned stores in
Johannesburg triggered reprisal assaults on
South African businesses in Nigerian cities.
The centre of Johannesburg and the impover-
ished suburb of Alexandra were calm as
police stepped up patrols following two days
of looting, AFP reporters saw.

Shops cautiously began to open again, as
some residents sifted around in wrecked
stores, rummaging for food and anything
usable. Amid mounting concern for relations
between South Africa and its neighbors and
Nigeria — the continent’s most populous
market — President Cyril Ramaphosa reiter-
ated his condemnation of the violence. 

“We face a huge challenge. A number of
people (are) taking the law into their own
hands,” he said in Cape Town, ahead of a
three-day meeting of the World Economic
Forum (WEF) due to be attended by 15
African leaders. “Taking action against peo-
ple of other countries is not right,” he said.
“South Africa is home for all. We are not the
only country that has become home for peo-
ple fleeing.” Five people, most of them South
Africans, have been killed and at least 289
have been arrested since the violence flared
on Sunday.

Dozens of shops have been destroyed in
Johannesburg and nearby Pretoria, the coun-
try’s political capital. Trucks suspected of
being driven by foreigners have also been
torched in the southeastern province of

KwaZulu-Natal. South Africa is a major desti-
nation for economic migrants from neighbor-
ing Lesotho, Mozambique and Zimbabwe. But
others come from much farther away, includ-
ing South Asia and Nigeria. The influx has led
to sporadic outbreaks of violence against for-
eign businesses, sparked by the perception
that jobs are being taken away from South
Africans. 

In 2008, xenophobic violence left 62 dead,
while in 2015, seven people were killed in
attacks in Johannesburg and Durban. But the
latest rash of attacks has sparked particular
concern. It comes against a background of
persistently grim news about the economy.
Nearly one in three of South Africans are
unemployed.

Nigerian anger 
In Nigeria, police yesterday said security

had been strengthened around South African
businesses after apparent reprisal attacks in
several cities against stores operated by the
supermarket chain Shoprite, the telecoms
giant MTN and other firms. But in the capital
Abuja, a crowd of more than 100 demonstra-
tors clashed with police outside a shopping
mall which has a Shoprite store.

They burned tyres and hurled rocks before
being repelled by a dozen police, an AFP
journalist saw.  Nigerian celebrities also took
to social media in outrage, with music star
Burna Boy leading calls for a boycott of
South Africa while fellow stars Teni the
Entertainer and Davido condemned the vio-
lence.  On Tuesday, Nigeria summoned the
South African ambassador for talks and said
President Muhammadu Buhari was sending
an envoy to convey his displeasure to
Ramaphosa.  — AFP 

New Italy 
govt leans left
after populist
downfall
ROME: Italy’s new coalition govern-
ment will be sworn in today, drawing a
line under a crisis sparked by the far
right with a more moderate and pro-
European line-up. Incoming Prime
Minister Giuseppe Conte presented his
cabinet after hammering out a deal
between former foes from the anti-
establishment Five Star Movement and
the centre-left Democratic Party.

He said it would work with “intense
passion” to revive spirits in Italy, which
is plagued with high debt, high unem-
ployment and widespread dissatisfaction
over immigration and the country’s rap-
port with Brussels. Cabinets members
will take the oath at 10 am (0800 GMT),
ushering in a new political era after the
collapse of the populist coalition in
August. Luigi Di Maio, head of the Five
Star Movement (M5S), will be foreign
minister, while Roberto Gualtieri from
the centre-left Democratic Party (PD)
has been given the finance post in the
eurozone’s third largest economy.

At just 33 years old, Di Maio will be
the youngest foreign minister in Italy’s
history. The 21-member cabinet will have
seven women ministers. Gualtieri, who
has chaired the European Parliament’s
committee on economic and monetary
affairs for the past five years, will have
to move fast to deal with Italy’s most
pressing issue — the upcoming budget.

Conte gave the interior portfolio to
Luciana Lamorgese, a former Milan
security chief, while Lorenzo Guerini,

former head of the  parliamentary intelli-
gence services oversight committee
COPASIR, will be defence minister. The
M5S and PD agreed to put aside their
differences to prevent the country head-
ing to the polls after strongman Matteo
Salvini pulled his far-right League from
government last month while MPs were
mostly at the beach.

The new coalition will have to be
approved by both houses of parliament,
possibly by the end of the week, to
ensure it has a majority. The small left-
wing Free and Equals party is expected
to offer its support. Conte — who had
been a compromise prime minister for
the League-M5S coalition — will con-
tinue in the top job. Italian markets have
welcomed the new government, with
Milan’s FTSE Mib up nearly 1.7 percent
after the announcement. The spread
between Italy’s bond yields and those of
rock-solid Germany also narrowed to
146 from 158, indicating investor confi-
dence over the political outlook.

‘Tricky’ 
But the road to a deal has been rocky,

with bickering over posts and the gov-
ernment program, and political
observers have warned that the nascent
coalition may not run its full course to
2023. Italy is notorious for rapid political
turnover: Conte’s new government will
be the 67th in just 73 years. “Governing
will be trickier than agreeing a coali-
tion,” Berenberg economist Florian
Hense said in a note. “The upstart Five
Stars have been the bane of the estab-
lished PD for the past six years. Conte’s
ability to broker compromises between
the parties will be even more crucial
than it was for his previous coalition,” he
said. The government’s first challenge
will be submitting the 2020 budget to
parliament by the end of September, and
then to Brussels by October 15. — AFP 

NEA KAVALA: Migrants fill bottles with drinking water at Nea Kavala refugee camp, near the
city of Kilkis, northern Greece, on September 3, 2019. — AFP 

ABUJA: A man tries to set a bonfire on the road during a demonstration and attacks against
South Africa’s owned shops. — AFP 

Guatemala’s UN
anti-corruption
body shuts 
GUATEMALA CITY: UN anti-corrup-
tion prosecutors pulled the curtain down
on more than a decade of high-profile
investigations in Guatemala when its
mandate ended Tuesday, heightening
fears of a return to impunity in the
Central American country. President
Jimmy Morales sparked an international
outcry in January when he announced he
would not renew the mandate of the UN-
backed International Commission
Against Impunity in Guatemala. 

The body, known by its Spanish
acronym CICIG, has been in the eye of
the storm since it began investigating
Morales’ own family for corruption.
“Guatemalans are witnessing the exit of
CICIG, which is due to pressure from
people from dark sectors,” said Eleonora
Muralles, head of a victims’ group. “It
investigated those powers that were pre-
viously hidden and now are unmasked,
belonging to economic elites that were
untouchable here. “Now they want to
reverse the work so that there be no
more investigations,” said Muralles, pres-
ident of the association of Families and
Friends against Crime and Kidnapping.

Alvaro Montenegro, a member of the
Alliance for Reforms collective, said
CICIG “touched the heart of impunity
and corruption” in Guatemala, by target-
ing “characters who have very strong

economic power.” CICIG was set up in
2007 to investigate organized crime
groups, which have gained influence
since the end of the country’s armed
conflict in the 1990s.

‘Decisive contribution 
UN chief Antonio Guterres paid tribute

in a statement Tuesday, saying it “made a
decisive contribution to strengthen the
rule of law as well as investigation and
prosecution capacities in Guatemala.” In
its final report, CICIG said it had disman-
tled 70 criminal structures, brought 600
people to trial and obtained 400 convic-
tions since it began operations in 2007.

In its most high-profile case, charges
were filed in 2015 against former president
Otto Perez Molina and his wife Roxana
Baldetti in a massive customs corruption
scandal known as La Linea. Baldetti was
jailed for 15 years in 2018 while Perez
remains in pre-trial detention. Another for-
mer president, Alvaro Colom, was arrested
in February over allegations related to
graft in the public transport system.

His ex-wife Sandra Torres, defeated
in last month’s presidential elections, was
placed under investigation Monday as
part of a probe dating back to 2015.
President-elect Alejandro Giammattei,
who will replace Morales in January, has
said CICIG will be replaced by a gov-
ernment anti-corruption commission
with international funding. Morales in
January said the UN-backed body had
become “a threat to peace” in
Guatemala. “CICIG gave us good expe-
riences and ones that were not so good,”
Giammattei said Tuesday. — AFP 


