
NEW DELHI: The army in Indian Kashmir said yesterday
a teenager has died after being hit by stone-pelting pro-
testers in the restive region that has been under lockdown
for a month. Asrar Ahmed Khan died on Tuesday night
after succumbing to wounds he received on August 6, sen-
ior army officer Lieutenant General Kanwal Jeet Singh
Dhillon said at a news conference in Srinagar.

“This makes it the fifth civilian death in the (Kashmir)
Valley in the last 30 days,” Dhillon said. “These deaths
have happened because of terrorists, stone pelters and
puppets of Pakistan,” he said. But he added: “This is the
calmest period in the history of Kashmir, if I can say that.”
A report by the local News18 network however said the

teenager had died from pellet injuries sustained during a
protest against the Indian government.

Indian forces regularly use shotguns in clashes in
Kashmir that fire hundreds of metal pellets at a time, blind-
ing and maiming thousands in recent years. Kashmir has
waged a three-decade-long armed rebellion against Indian
rule with tens of thousands of lives, mostly civilians, lost in
the conflict. On August 5, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
government stripped the part of Kashmir it controls of its
autonomy.

Communication clampdown
Ahead of its shock announcement, India rushed tens

of thousands of extra troops to the region to join
500,000 already in the valley, and imposed a strict com-
munications clampdown that remains largely in place.
Indian forces have also detained several thousand people,
according to multiple sources, including local politicians.
A senior government source told AFP last week that at
least 500 protests and incidents of stone throwing have
occurred since August 5, leaving nearly 100 civilians and
400 members of the Indian security forces injured.

AFP has spoken to relatives of three people they
alleged have died — including a man and woman in sepa-
rate incidents after tear gas was released near them, and
a teenager who drowned while being chased by police.

The decision to bring Kashmir under the direct rule of
Indian government has enraged Pakistan which also
claims the region. Dhillon accused Pakistan of fomenting
trouble and said two Pakistani “terrorists” had recently
been arrested.  

He showed videos of the two men as they pledged
their allegiance to UN-designated terror outfit Lashkar-
e-Taiba. “These videos clearly show how citizens of
Pakistan are being pushed into the Kashmir Valley to
undertake terrorist activities... to disrupt peace,” Dhillon
said. Kashmir has been the spark for two major wars
and countless clashes between the two nuclear-armed
arch-rivals. — AFP
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SRINAGAR: People gather to make calls at a makeshift phone booth set upped by Indian security forces outside a camp during a lockdown. — AFP 

Teen dies by stone-pelting in Kashmir 
‘These deaths have happened because of terrorists, stone pelters and puppets of Pakistan’

UK Tories in 
‘unprecedented’ 
disarray over Brexit
LONDON: Britain’s ruling Conservative Party is imploding
this week as a result of a no-holds-barred battle over Brexit
that has seen the expulsion of 21 moderate MPs, including
Winston Churchill’s grandson, experts said. In a culmination
of decades of infighting over Europe, Prime Minister Boris
Johnson on Tuesday axed the lawmakers, some of them for-
mer ministers, after they voted against the government’s
hardline Brexit strategy. 

Among those targeted were Philip Hammond, finance
minister for three years until July, and Ken Clarke, parlia-
ment’s longest-serving MP dubbed “the Father of the
House”. Nicholas Soames, the grandson of wartime prime
minister Churchill — widely considered the greatest
Conservative leader — was also told he must now sit as an
independent. The cull, which could bar them from standing
as Conservatives at the next election, came hours after
Phillip Lee resigned to join the Liberal Democrats — the
fifth ruling party MP to quit this year.

“Sadly, the Brexit process has helped to transform this
once great party into something more akin to a narrow fac-
tion,” he wrote in his resignation letter. He noted the party
was no longer the “broad political church” he joined as a
young man. “It has increasingly become infected with the
twin diseases of populism and English nationalism,” Lee said.

‘Like something out of N Korea’ 
The Conservatives, one of the world’s oldest and most

successful political parties, have long been dominated by
divisions over Britain’s relationship with Europe. The issue
contributed to Margaret Thatcher’s 1990 resignation after 11
years in power, while directly causing ex-premiers David
Cameron and Theresa May to step down in the past four
years. But political historians say the current fractures —
and the response to them — are different.

“(It’s) unprecedented historically, both in terms of the
scale... and the threat of deselection coming directly from the
leadership,” said Nick Crowson, professor of contemporary
British history at the University of Birmingham. The sacking
of such prominent Conservatives by Johnson, who had him-
self voted against the previous government twice earlier this

year, has reportedly shocked even those working in
Downing Street. “It’s like something out of North Korea,”
one aide told the Politico website. “I honestly think they’ve
completely overreached.”

Wedge issue 
It was not supposed to be this way. Cameron called the

2016 referendum in a bid to unify his party behind continued
EU membership, with Nigel Farage, then leader of the United
Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP), ascendant in the
polls. But when Cameron lost the vote — with 52 percent of
Britons favoring Leave — and he was forced to resign,
Brexit became the defining issue driving an ever bigger
wedge through the party.

May tried to promote consensus between the two rival
camps, balancing her cabinet between Leavers like Johnson
and previous Remainers such as Hammond. However, her
strategy failed as a string of Brexit hardliners resigned from
the cabinet while moderates also left the government in dis-
agreement. In February, three Conservative MPs quit the
party to join a breakaway group of pro-EU lawmakers from

the Labour party, while another left to sit as an independent
in April. But with Brexit stalled amid opposition to the
divorce deal that May struck with Brussels, voters deserted
the Conservatives for Farage’s new Brexit Party in European
Parliament elections this year. The party came a humiliating
fifth in the vote, setting the stage for hardliners seized the
initiative.  Boris Johnson became leader vowing to leave the
bloc “do or die” on the delayed deadline of October 31,
installing key figures in the victorious 2016 Vote Leave team
in government. This has left the moderates opposed to a no-
deal Brexit in what Hammond called Tuesday “the fight of a
lifetime”. “I am going to defend my party against incomers,
entryists... people who are at the heart of this government
who care nothing about the future of the Conservative par-
ty,” he told the BBC.

Some political analysts believe predictions of the party’s
demise are premature — but the Brexit-fuelled divisions will
be tough to repair. Oliver Patel, of University College
London’s European Institute said: “Whichever option (they)
choose, a large part of the party will be against it, whether
it’s a deal, no deal or no Brexit.” — AFP 

US venue cites
Christian ‘beliefs’ 
in refusing mixed
race wedding
WASHINGTON: An event venue in the southern
United States refused to host a mixed race couple’s
wedding, stating that the union went against its
“Christian beliefs,” in a viral video that has drawn a
barrage of criticism. The husband-and-wife-to-be —
he black and she white — had been in contact with
Boone’s Camp Event Hall in Mississippi for several
days, before receiving an email rejecting their request
to hold their nuptials at the facility.

The groom’s sister then went to the venue to ask
in-person why the wedding had been rejected, film-
ing an exchange in which a woman bluntly told her:
“We don’t do gay weddings or mixed race.” Asked
why, the woman responded: “Because of our
Christian race, I mean our Christian beliefs.” The
episode gained traction following an article published
Sunday by local news website Deep South Voice.

Following the episode, the event space’s Facebook
page was taken down, but not before the woman
posted several excuses, stating that she had grown up
in Mississippi where the unspoken rule dictated “stay-
ing with your own race.” At her husband’s request, she
said, she had searched the Bible for text supporting
her notions on mixed race marriages. “After searching
Saturday evening, Saturday night, most of the day
Sunday and sitting down with my pastor Sunday night
after church I have come to the conclusion my deci-
sion which was based on what I had thought was cor-
rect to be supported by The Bible was incorrect!” she
posted. Marriage between blacks and whites was
legalized in the United States in the 1967 Supreme
Court decision Loving v. Virginia. In 2016 Mississippi,
which is located in the US Bible Belt, passed a “reli-
gious freedom” bill allowing businesses to refuse
services based on religious beliefs about same-sex
marriage or transgender people. — AFP 

LONDON: A protester wearing a mask of Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson and in fan-
cy dress is seen near the Houses of Parliament in central London. — AFP 


