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KUWAIT: The Amazon rainforest has been on fire for
several weeks now with extensive damage dealt to its
rich biodiversity. But according to Brazil ian
Ambassador to Kuwait Norton de Andrade Rapesta,
people should not be overstressed as Brazil has been
battling several forest fires almost every year. “There
are several wild fires that happen around the world
every year,” Ambassador Rapesta told a press confer-
ence held at the Brazilian embassy in Kuwait yesterday,
downplaying the huge level of concern that the
Amazon rainforest fires have garnered worldwide.
“Amazon fires have been happening almost every year,
and we know how to handle them,” the ambassador
proclaimed. “I am almost sure that by next month, the
fire currently masticating the Amazon rainforest will be
out, mainly because the summer and the dryness will
officially end by then.”

“I know how important the rainforest is to the
world, and so news that the fires are started deliber-
ately by some people to serve personal interests are
not accurate,” Ambassador Rapesta said.
“Deforestation in the area has been ongoing not
because of us, but because trees are being cut for their
byproducts. We are not even allowed to use mahogany
trees or good trees back in Brazil. But those good trees
are smuggled out of the Amazon by unscrupulous indi-
viduals,” he said. The Amazon region is covered by the

rainforest and is shared by eight other countries, the
envoy noted. “Brazil is located exactly on the equator
and the line that divides the globe goes through coun-
tries with rainforests,” Ambassador Rapesta said. “As
global warming increases, the possibility of more dry-
ness annually could actually threaten the large portions
of rainforests.”

The period between July, August and September is
the drought season in Brazil, so fires normally ignites
then, according to Ambassador Rapesta. “The fire were

not in the rainforest part, but in the areas where there
are savannahs,” he explained. “The rainforest areas are
jungles with huge trees as high as 30-40 feet, and with
high humidity on almost 24/7 basis. We call it ‘flying
rivers’, so how can the areas with too much humidity be
burned? This proves that the fires are mostly concen-

trated in areas with savannahs and small trees.”
Brazil is one of the countries with the largest extent

of protected areas covering 12 percent of the continen-
tal protected areas worldwide, Ambassador Rapesta
said. As per native vegetation in Brazil, it amounts to
66.3 percent of territory; 25 percent as native vegeta-
tion, 13.8 percent to the indigenous estates, 10.4 per-
cent to conservation units, and 16.5 percent still vacant
and unregistered lands.  Out of remaining 30 percent,
less than third is dedicated to farming and crops.  The
envoy admitted that combatting illegal practices in the
area is the main challenge. “Seventy percent of defor-
estation takes place outside rural estate, mostly in pub-
lic vacant areas, and mostly are from logging theft or
land grabbing activities,” he told reporters.  

There are criticisms of where the Amazon Funds are
going since it receives billions of dollars from other
countries. According to records, since its creation in
2018, the Amazon Fund has received $1.3 billion in
grants from the government of Norway and Germany
and from Petrobras. Regrettably though, almost 40 per-
cent of it have been allocated to NGO projects which
have not used them adequately or with enough trans-
parency. Ambassador Rapesta said that the Amazon
Funds normally goes to NGO’s, but most of the funds
go to paying large salaries of people who are involved
in them. “The truth is that this mechanism has been
proven ineffective in controlling deforestation,” he said.
“The changes by the Brazilian government when it

comes to the Amazon Fund are not intended to do away
with it, but rather to make it more effective.”

Meanwhile, the envoy said that a delegation from
Brazil’s Agriculture and Livestock Ministry will pay a
visit to Kuwait on September 17-19 to talk about
agreements, and meet senior Kuwaiti government offi-
cials. The delegation will see the possibility of increas-
ing business and trade opportunities and production of
agri-business, the envoy revealed.

KUWAIT: Brazilian Ambassador to Kuwait Norton de
Andrade Rapesta speaks during a press conference
yesterday. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

Brazil ambassador to Kuwait reassures Amazon
rainforest fire to be extinguished by next month  
Brazilian agriculture and livestock delegation due in Kuwait in two weeks

KIB sponsors
MOI’s back to
school campaign
KUWAIT: As part of their leading corporate
social responsibility programs, Kuwait
International Bank (KIB) sponsored a media
campaign coinciding with the start of the
2019-2020 school year, which was launched
by the Ministry of Interior (MOI) entitled
‘our eyes are on our children’. The campaign
was held on the occasion of back-to-school
season, aiming at educating parents and stu-
dents about the importance of road safety
and accident prevention at the start of the
school year.

The campaign featured a series of aware-
ness messages spread by the General
Department of Public Relations and Security
Media through various social media plat-
forms, audio-visual media, SMS and instruc-
tional brochures. Additionally, the campaign
included a special program for visiting
schools to hold awareness lectures and semi-
nars throughout the year.

Senior Manager of the Corporate
Communications Unit at KIB, Nawaf Najia,
said: “Our sponsorship of this campaign came
as part of our strong commitment to positive-

ly impact the local community. For this rea-
son, we aim at supporting both public and
private organizations that seek to educate
and spread awareness. We are proud of the
recent efforts made by the MOI’s campaign in
reducing traffic congestion, as well as
spreading awareness amongst parents and
students about the possible risks faced when
going to school by car or on foot. Also, this
campaign shed light on how to handle these
risks and prevent them.”

Najia also pointed out the importance of
cooperating with security organizations and the
MOI, which aim at protecting children and pro-
viding them with a safe environment. In turn,
this reflects positively on the local community,

improving its overall safety and stability.
At the end, Najia congratulated students

on the new academic year and wished them a
year full of accomplishments. He also encour-
aged students to further their education and
continue their academic pursuits, as educa-
tion is undoubtedly the cornerstone of a bet-
ter and brighter future for the nation. 

It is worth mentioning that KIB always
strives to organize school visits to spread
awareness, as part of its series of back-to-
school initiatives. The bank aims at enriching
students with vital and interesting informa-
tion, as well as actively engaging with diverse
segments of the local community through
various activities and initiatives.

Nine human
trafficking
cases sent to
prosecution
KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry sent
nine new cases of human trafficking to
the public prosecution recently as inves-
tigations led to pressing charges against
individuals and companies who were

sent to the judiciary. Informed sources
said the cases concern laborers who
were brought to Kuwait with paid visas
issued for fake companies and individu-
als who trade illegally in work permits.
Meanwhile, the sources said that investi-
gations revealed that the price of the
‘fake residence visa’ reached up to KD
2,000 for some nationalities, while visas
are sold to some Arab and Asian nation-
als for around KD 1,500. The sources
also mentioned an effective role played
by human rights’ activists in Kuwait
which led to discovering those involved
in said cases. — Al-Qabas

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Hawally fire station men fought a fire in a power transformer in the
area, as flames also spread to a vehicle parked nearby. No injuries were
reported, and an investigation was opened to reveal the cause of the blaze.

Firemen battle transformer blaze

KFSD conducts Jleeb crackdown
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The prevention sector at Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) carried
out a wide inspection campaign in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh under the command of Deputy
Director General for Prevention Sector Maj Gen Khalid Abdullah Fahad. The cam-
paign resulted in issuing warnings to several facilities that were found in violation of
fire safety conditions.

Crimes

Maid deported after testing
positive for HIV

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower said an
Asian domestic helper was deported back to her coun-
try after she tested positive for HIV at the expatriate
labor shelter’s clinic. An official source said the shelter
receives expatriates without valid visas who wish to
rectify their legal status, after which their file is exam-
ined to make sure they are not wanted for felonies, and
tests are conducted to make sure that they do not suffer
from any infectious diseases. The helper had a blood
sample taken from her after she arrived at the shelter,
and was tested two times, where the result came posi-
tive for HIV infection in both, the sources noted.

Cabby mugged

A Syrian taxi driver answered a call from a woman, but
when he arrived to the requested location, two men
beat him up severely and left him unconscious. After
regaining consciousness, the man discovered that his
money and two smartphones were stolen. In his state-
ments to local police, the driver said a woman called
him and asked to be taken from Qurain to Mahboula.
He said that when he arrived in the area, he called the
woman but she did not answer, rather he was surprised
by an SUV stopping in front of him, then two persons
came out and beat him up. Detectives are investigating.

Cellmates brawl

A Central Prison inmate suffered a broken nose after
he was severely beaten by a cellmate in a case that was
registered as a felony. The victim, Egyptian, was hospi-
talized while the culprit, Jordanian, was taken to the
proper authorities for further investigations in the case. 

Police protection

An Egyptian woman accused her neighbor of verbally
insulting her and threatening to cause her harm. She
lodged a complaint against him and asked for police’s
protection from him. Police are summoning the suspect
for questioning. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai
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