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NEW YORK: Rafael Nadal ramped up his quest for a
fourth US Open title Monday with an impressive win
over 2014 champion Marin Cilic to advance to the
quarter-finals while Alexander Zverev slumped to a
four-set defeat.

Second seed Nadal — the winner at Flushing
Meadows in 2010, 2013 and 2017 — produced some
electrifying moments of brilliance to end the challenge
of Croatian 22nd seed Cilic 6-3, 3-6, 6-1, 6-2.

After barely breaking a sweat in reaching the last
16, a run that included a second-round walkover,
Nadal stared down his stiffest test so far to surge
into a quarter-final meeting with Argentine 20th seed
Diego Schwartzman. “It’s a huge honor playing in
front of all of you and playing in front of Tiger
Woods is a very special thing. I always say I don’t
have big idols but one idol is him and I always try to
follow him.”

Nadal’s path to the final sees him take on
Schwartzman next after the 5ft 7in (1.70m) Argentine
chopped down sixth seed Zverev.

“He is playing amazing, nothing new, he’s one of the

players with best talent on tour,” the 18-time Grand
Slam champion said of his upcoming opponent.

“It will be a big challenge. I have to play my best.
I’m happy for him. He’s a close friend and I hope to
play a great match.” Zverev rolled through the open-
ing set against Schwartzman under the roof on Ashe
during a rainy afternoon session, but he lost his way to
go down 3-6, 6-2, 6-4, 6-3.

The German was enjoying his deepest run in New
York but committed 17 double faults and 65 unforced
errors and received a point penalty for swearing as
Schwartzman advanced to a second US Open quarter-
final in three years. “Generally my season so far has
not been the best,” said Zverev, who has reached just
two quarter-finals in 18 Grand Slam appearances. 

Zverev said he was hindered a “very swollen” back
and right hip following a fall in his previous match.

“I had a lot of chances which I didn’t use early in
the match. He kind of ran away with it.”

Zverev lost his serve three times during the second
set but appeared to have steadied himself when he
moved a break ahead at 3-2 in the third, only for

Schwartzman to wrest the momentum back in his
favor after a lengthy sixth game. Matteo Berrettini
became just the second Italian man to progress to the
US Open quarter-finals, 42 years after Corrado
Barazzutti’s run to the last four in New York.

Berrettini, the 24th seed, eased to a 6-1, 6-4, 7-6
(8/6) win over Russia’s 43rd-ranked Andrey Rublev to
reach the last eight at a Grand Slam for the first time. 

Meanwhile, top-ranked defending champion Naomi
Osaka was ousted from the US Open on Monday by
Belinda Bencic while Croatian Donna Vekic erased a
match point to join the Swiss 13th seed in a quarter-
final matchup. 

Bencic’s 7-5, 6-4 triumph, her WTA-best sixth over
a top-five foe this year, ensured 21-year-old Japanese
star Osaka will fall from atop the rankings next week
and won’t become the first repeat US Open winner
since Serena Williams in 2014.

“The challenge cannot be bigger against Naomi,”
Bencic said. “I had to be at the top of my game and
I’m really pleased how well I handled my nerves at the
end.” Bencic, 22, matched her deepest career Grand

Slam run from the 2014 US Open with her third victo-
ry of the year over Osaka, having also won at Indian
Wells and Madrid.

“She played pretty clean. She had a specific plan
she wanted to execute,” Osaka said. “I guess just
being aggressive.” Australia’s Ashleigh Barty, the
reigning French Open champion, will move atop the
rankings next Monday after the loss by Osaka, who
defends her Australian Open title in January.

Vekic, the 23rd seed, saved a match point in the
second set and made her first Slam quarter-final by
rallying past German 26th seed Julia Goerges 6-7
(5/7), 7-5, 6-3. “I don’t even know how I won this
match,” Vekic said. “She was serving for the match.
She had match point. I just kept fighting and believing
I could win. It feels pretty amazing.”

Belgian 25th seed Elise Mertens cruised past 141st-
ranked US wildcard Kristie Ahn 6-1, 6-1 in 67 minutes
to book a quarter-final berth against 19-year-old
Canadian 15th seed Bianca Andreescu. “I just tried to
play my best game,” said Mertens, who has dropped
only 16 games in four matches. — AFP

NEW YORK: Rafael Nadal of Spain returns the ball against Marin Cilic of Croatia in their Round Four Men’s Singles tennis match during the 2019 US Open at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York. — AFP

Nadal reigns, Zverev exits US Open
Osaka falls to Bencic while Vekic, Mertens win

US sprinter Coleman 
cleared as USADA 
withdraws case
LOS ANGELES: Christian Coleman has been cleared
to take part in this month’s World Athletics
Championships after the United States Anti-Doping
Agency (USADA) dropped charges against him on a
technicality, a statement said Monday.

US sprinter Coleman, the fastest man over 100m this
year, had been facing a two-year suspension after
drug-testers were unable to locate him on three sepa-
rate occasions in a 12-month period.

However, USADA said in a statement that after
receiving guidance from the World Anti-Doping
Agency on how the 12-month window should be calcu-
lated, it was withdrawing its case.

“Consistent application of the global anti-doping
rules is essential in every case,” USADA chief executive
Travis Tygart said in a statement. “In this case we
applied the rules to Mr Coleman in the manner that
USADA understands should be applied to any other
international-level athlete. “We must approach every
case with the primary goal of delivering fairness to ath-
letes under the rules and providing transparency and
consistency in order to build their trust and support for
the anti-doping system.”

USADA said in its statement it had first recorded a
“whereabouts failure” against Coleman on June 6 last
year.  A doping control officer had attempted to test the
sprinter and discovered that he had failed to update his

whereabouts information to accurately reflect his location.
Two more whereabouts failures were also logged on

January 16 this year and April 26. However Coleman
argued that under International Standard for Testing
and Investigations (ISTI) guidelines, his first missed
case should have been backdated to the first day of
that quarter — April 1, 2018 — which would mean the
dates of the three offences fell outside the required 12-
month time frame for a doping offence to have
occurred.

In order to avoid future confusion, the rule is being
revised with the change expected to take place in 2021.
USADA said it had consulted with WADA to receive an
official interpretation of the ISTI rules last week.

“This interpretation was received on Friday, August
30, 2019, and was that the Filing Failure which USADA
had recorded in June 2018, should relate back to April
1, 2018, the first day of the quarter in which the failure

to update occurred,” USADA said in a statement.
“Given these facts, USADA has determined that

under the applicable rules, and in order to ensure that
Coleman is treated consistently with other athletes
under the World Anti-Doping Program, Coleman
should not be considered to have three Whereabouts
Failures in a 12-month period.”

USADA said Coleman had since provided his
whereabouts information by the start of each quarter
as required and had been tested by the agency on 20
separate occasions. The sprinter had been due to face
a hearing on Thursday which has now been scrapped,
USADA said.

The agency said Coleman was free to compete
with immediate effect but noted that the decision to
withdraw the case could still be appealed by the
International Association of Athletics Federations
(IAAF). — AFP


