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KINGSTON: India completed another crushing victory
over the West Indies, demolishing the home side by 257
runs on the fourth afternoon of the second and final Test
at Sabina Park in Jamaica on Monday. Set the improbable
target of 468 late on day three, the home side tumbled in
the post-lunch session, losing their last six wickets for 51
runs as they were dismissed for 210 to hand Virat Kohli’s
side a clean sweep of a Test series in the Caribbean for
the first time ever.

This result also completed a 100 percent record for the
tourists in all completed matches played on this tour. The
2-0 Test series triumph followed a 3-0 success in the T20
Internationals and a 2-0 victory in the One-Day
Internationals, with one match ruined by rain.

Pacer Mohammed Shami and spinner Ravindra Jadeja
took three wickets each as the Indians once again had too
many varied weapons for the home side. Shamarh Brooks
completed a maiden Test half-century but it was little
consolation for West Indies captain Jason Holder who was
last out, bowled by Jadeja for 39 to trigger the Indian cel-
ebrations.

“This was pretty comprehensive again for us,” said
Kohli in assessing his team’s dominant performance yet
again. “We played good cricket and getting the result in
the manner you want is crucial as a team. This is a real
collective effort.”

Amid the jubilation there was concern for the welfare
of key West Indies batsman Darren Bravo, who retired
hurt on 23 just 15 minutes into the day’s play. He was
eventually replaced by Jermaine Blackwood in the team
according to the game’s new concussion protocol.

Resuming his innings in partnership with Brooks with

the score at 45 for two, Bravo appeared to be feeling
unwell and was attended to and subsequently led off the
field on his own steam.

He was struck on the back of the helmet by fast bowler
Jasprit Bumrah during the final over of the third day’s play
and continued batting for the remaining three deliveries of
the day after receiving treatment.

Australian Marnus Labuschagne was the first concus-
sion replacement in the history of the game last month
when he replaced Steve Smith during the second innings
of the second Test against England at Lord’s after Smith
was struck on the neck by fast bowler Jofra Archer.

Blackwood was called into duty within minutes of
being drafted into the team after Shimron Hetmyer fell to
yet another poor shot, caught at extra-cover to give fast
bowler Ishant Sharma his second wicket of the innings.

With Bravo and Blackwood both batting in the same
innings, it gave West Indies the first 12-batsman Test
scorecard under the protocol. Earlier Roston Chase was
the first wicket to fall in the day after coming to the
crease when Bravo went off, being trapped leg-before
by Jadeja.

Blackwood dominated a 61-run fifth-wicket partner-
ship with Brooks but when the attacking right-hander
became Bumrah’s only wicket of the innings via a catch at
the wicket, it signalled the beginning of the end of the
West Indies resistance with Brooks’ own carelessness
contributing to his demise as he was run out by a direct
hit from the effervescent Kohli.

“We’ve got lots of problems with the batting,” said a
despondent Holder. “It’s a tough question as to how we
fix this situation. There is quite a bit of time before our

next Test so it’s up to the players to take ownership of
the situation.”

Despite the dominance of the Indian bowlers, it was
batsman Hanuma Vihari who earned the “Man of the

Match” award for his maiden Test hundred in the first
innings, which he followed with an unbeaten half-century
in the second to help hasten Kohli’s declaration on the
third afternoon. — AFP

India beat West Indies by 257 
runs, win Test series 2-0 

Home side tumbled, losing their last six wickets for 51 runs

India’s Mithali 
Raj retires from 
T20 cricket
NEW DELHI: Indian women’s cricket star Mithali Raj
yesterday announced her retirement from Twenty20
internationals to focus on the one-day World Cup in
2021. The 36-year-old Raj, the highest run-scorer in the
women’s international game, made a surprise exit after
she had made herself available for selection for the
home series against South Africa starting September 24.

“After representing India in T20 internationals since
2006, I wish to retire from T20Is to focus my energies
on readying myself for the 2021 One Day World Cup,”
Raj was quoted as saying in a release by the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI).

“It remains my dream to win a World Cup for my
country and I want to give it my best. “I thank the BCCI
for their continuous support and wish the Indian T20
team good luck as they prepare for the home series
against South Africa Women.”

Raj, who led India in 32 T20 matches including three
World Cups, has scored 2,364 runs in 89 matches since
2006 and is the first Indian to reach the landmark of
2,000 runs in the shortest format. The top-order
batswoman has amassed 6,720 runs in 203 ODI match-
es since her international debut in 1999.

Raj led India to the finals of the 2017 women’s World
Cup only to lose the title to hosts England. New
Zealand will host the 2021 50-over showpiece edition.
Her place in the T20 team remained in doubt after she
was left out of the squad in last year’s T20 World Cup
semi-final loss to England, triggering a high-profile row
with team staff. Raj hit an unbeaten 30 off 32 balls in her
last T20 outing against England in March. — AFP

Smith regains spot 
as ICC’s top-ranked 
Test batsman
LONDON: Australia’s Steve Smith has regained first
place in the ICC Test batting rankings after Virat
Kohli’s golden duck in the West Indies ended the
India captain’s reign at the top. Smith has overtaken
Kohli following the India star’s second innings flop
during their 257-run win against the West Indies in
the second Test in Jamaica.

Having made 76 in the first innings, Kohli edged his
first ball from Kemar Roach in the second innings to
the wicket-keeper. That allowed Smith, who missed
the third Test defeat against England at Headingley
due to concussion, to open up a one-point lead over
Kohli in the rankings.

Smith has a chance to consolidate his position
when he returns to the Australia line-up for the fourth
Ashes Test against England, starting at Old Trafford
today. The 30-year-old has recovered after being hit
on the head by England’s Jofra Archer during the sec-
ond Test at Lord’s.

Smith was top of the batting rankings between
December 2015 and August 2018, but surrendered
pole position during his one-year suspension from
Test cricket. The batsman, then Australia’s captain,
was banned for his part in a sandpaper ball-tamper-
ing scandal along with vice-captain David Warner
and Cameron Bancroft.

Smith is back in form after making two centuries in
the first Test against England and hitting 92 in the
second Test, giving him an average of 63.24 in five-
day cricket. After three Tests this year, Kohli is yet to
add to his 25 Test hundreds.

Kohli’s next chance to challenge Smith will be in
the Test series against South Africa, starting in
October. With Pat Cummins top of the bowling rank-
ings since February, Australia currently have the lead-
ing Test player with both bat and ball. — AFP

England call up
Overton for fourth
Ashes Test
MANCHESTER: England have made one change in per-
sonnel to their side for the fourth Test against Australia at
Old Trafford, with fast bowler Craig Overton replacing the
dropped Chris Woakes. Somerset quick Overton was only
drafted into the squad after it was confirmed James
Anderson, England’s all-time leading wicket-taker, was
ruled out with a calf injury. 

The same injury has prevented Anderson from bowling
in the series since his four-over spell in the first innings of
Australia’s 251-run win in the first Test at Edgbaston.
Overton comes into the side on the back of England’s
stunning one-wicket win in the third Test at Headingley,
inspired by Ben Stokes’s superb 135 not out, that saw them
square the five-match Ashes series at 1-1.

The 25-year-old Overton has played three Tests and
bowled Australia star batsman Steve Smith on debut at

Adelaide in December 2017. England captain Joe Root,
explaining why Overton had been included, told reporters
at Old Trafford during his pre-match press conference on
Tuesday: “This ground does perform slightly differently
with an extra bit of bounce and a taller bowler will give us
an extra option to go to.

“I feel like that balances out our attack really well in
these conditions.” Root added: “Craig is a competitor. You
saw him come into Ashes cricket on debut and straight
away he looked very much at home. 

“He got himself in a battle and I expect him to do that
this week. I expect him to cause some issues for the Aussie
batters.” Root also confirmed the switch of positions
between Jason Roy and Joe Denly, with World Cup winner
Roy dropping down to number four after struggling as a
Test opener.

“Jason is a high-quality player, we all know that, and he
might be better suited at four,” Root said. “I think to play
in an Ashes series is very exciting and he was extremely
excited to get the chance to open the batting, but I think
that he might be better suited for the middle order on the
evidence we have seen over the last three games.

“It’s a great opportunity for him to make it his own and
we have seen him play enough international cricket to
know what he can do when he gets himself in, so hopefully

batting lower down allows him to do that. “Joe (Denly) has
played some good cricket throughout the summer, he has
got himself in and he was very good in that second innings
(at Headingley when he made a fifty). “It’s a great opportu-
nity for him to get us off to a good start with Rory
(Burns).” Smith, now back on top of the latest world Test
batting rankings pulished Tuesday, will be returning to
Ashes action this match after he missed the Headingley
Test with concussion.  This is former Australia captain
Smith’s first Test series since completing a 12-month ban
for ball-tampering.

He marked his return to the format with scores of 144
and 142 at Edgbaston before making 92 in the drawn sec-
ond Test at Lord’s — where he was felled by a 92mph
Jofra Archer bouncer. Root said he was looking forward to
seeing Archer bowl to Smith again.

“For everyone watching I’m sure it will be an exciting
contest between two world-class players,” Root added.

“What that Headingley win has done is make this a very
special week this week and a great opportunity for us to
build on what was a great win and carry that forward.”
England team for fourth Test: Rory Burns, Joe Denly, Joe
Root (capt), Jason Roy, Ben Stokes, Jonny Bairstow (wkt),
Jos Buttler, Craig Overton, Jofra Archer, Stuart Broad,
Jack Leach. — AFP

Livingstone 
lands S Africa 
Super League deal
JOHANNESBURG: Lancashire’s Liam Livingstone was a
surprise first-round pick in the draft for South Africa’s
Mzansi Super League yesterday.

Livingstone, 26, a hard-hitting batsman and leg-spin
bowler,was bought by the Cape Town Blitz franchise for a
million rand ($65,600).

Though his international experience is limited to two
Twenty20 internationals for England in 2017, Livingstone
has played in the Indian and Pakistan Twenty20 leagues
with the Rajasthan Royals and Karachi Kings respectively.

He is joined in South Africa by countrymen Alex Hales,
Jason Roy and Tom Curran, who had previously been
named as international marquee players, earning R1.2-mil-
lion each, for the Durban Heat, Nelson Mandela Bay Giants
and Tshwane Spartans.

English players dominated the foreign signings for the
six franchises. Veteran batsman Ravi Bopara was bought
by Durban Heat for R750,000 while England World Cup-
winning squad member James Vince went to the Paarl
Rocks for R350,000.

West Indian Chris Gayle was again signed as a mar-
quee player for Jozi Stars, the defending champions, while
Pakistan’s Wahab Riaz was assigned to the Cape Town
Blitz and Isuru Udana of Sri Lanka joined the Paarl Rocks.

Jozi Stars retained Australian all-rounder Dan Christian
while fellow Australian Ben Dunk was bought by Nelson
Mandela Bay Giants. Pakistanis Asif Ali and Mohammad
Nawaz were retained by Cape Town Blitz.

Seventeen-year-old Afghanistan left-arm wrist spinner
Waqar Salamkheil, who took four wickets on his Test
debut against Ireland in March, will join the Tshwane
Spartans. He was a ninth-round choice for a fee of
R180,000.

Cricket South Africa said 184 foreign or South African
Kolpak players had put their names forward for the draft.

The overseas players will join South Africa’s leading
cricketers, including some such as AB de Villiers and
Morne Morkel who are unlikely to play any other cricket in
their home country during the season. — AFP

Khawaja dropped 
as Smith returns 
for fourth Test

MANCHESTER: Australia dropped Usman Khawaja yes-
terday for the fourth Ashes Test against England at Old
Trafford, with the struggling batsman making way for
Steve Smith’s return. 

Selectors named a 12-man squad for the Test beginning
Wednesday, with David Warner and Marcus Harris as
openers but leaving out Khawaja, who has averaged just
20.33 in six innings in the series batting at number three.

Leading batsman Smith, who suffered concussion after
being hit on the head by Jofra Archer in the drawn second
Test at Lord’s, returns after sitting out Australia’s agonising
one-wicket loss at Headingley, which levelled the five-
match series 1-1 with two Tests to play. 

Smith, on top of the latest ICC Test batting rankings
published yesterday, has scored 378 runs at an average of
126 in three innings in the series and was back on the field
in last week’s tour match against Derbyshire. 

The 32-year-old Khawaja scored 72 opening the bat-
ting against Derbyshire, but it was not enough to convince
selectors to keep him in the side. 

Meanwhile Marnus Labuschagne, who became Test
cricket’s first concussion substitute when replacing Smith
at Lord’s, has seized on his unexpected chance to make
three successive Ashes fifties.

“Usman is obviously a key player in the side batting at
number three and he hasn’t scored the runs that he or we
would like,” Australia captain Tim Paine told reporters at
Old Trafford yesterday.

“With Steve Smith coming back it was a tough decision
to make on Usman. “He has still got a lot of cricket left in

him and has a very good Test record over his career. We
expect him to bounce back pretty strongly.”

Harris has been retained after making eight and 19 at
Headingley in his first Ashes Test then scoring 64 against
Derbyshire before he was run out in a mix-up with
Khawaja. 

Coach Justin Langer told reporters in Manchester that
he was “very clear on the 12, not so sure on the 11”, with
the decision coming down to the bowling line-up. 

Pace bowler James Pattinson has also been left out,
leaving fast bowlers Pat Cummins, Josh Hazlewood,
Mitchell Starc and Peter Siddle to compete for three
places. 

Starc has yet to feature in this Ashes but the Old
Trafford pitch is likely to be the quickest of the series and
should suit the express left-armer. 

“Starcy bowled superbly last week at Derby,” wicket-
keeper Paine added. “He has been working really hard on
getting his length right and we were really impressed.

“We know what he can do to tail-end batters when he
cranks it up. The boys have been calling him ‘the mop’ for a
few years now. 

“He is a great option for us. We think this wicket might
suit him and — if we make that call — we are sure he will
do a great job.”

Langer said losing at Headingley by one wicket after
bowling out England for 67 in the first innings was a “real-
ly tough loss” for the team, but their preparations for the
upcoming game had been solid. 

“We felt like we got the Ashes stolen the other day,” he
said of England’s successful chase of their record 359 tar-
get. “To England’s great credit, that’s what they did — they
won that Test match. 

“Now we’ve got to work out what we’re going to do —
we’re going to use that as fire, we’re not going to feel sor-
ry for ourselves.” 

Australia squad: David Warner, Marcus Harris, Marnus
Labuschagne, Steve Smith, Travis Head, Matt Wade, Tim
Paine (capt/wkt), Pat Cummins, Peter Siddle, Mitchell
Starc, Nathan Lyon, Josh Hazlewood. — AFP

Usman Khawaja

KINGSTON: India team with trophy after winning on day 4 of the 2nd and final Test between West Indies and India at
Sabina Park, Kingston, Jamaica. — AFP

MANCHESTER: Australia’s Steve Smith attends a train-
ing session at Old Trafford in Manchester, north-west
England yesterday on the eve of the start of the fourth
Ashes cricket Test match between England and
Australia. — AFP


