
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2019

Established 1961 

Lifestyle

A picture taken shows 
the Mont-Saint-Michel,
northwestern France. — AFP

This combination of pictures created yesterday shows (up) women walking past a recent
artwork by British street-artist Banksy on June 28, 2018, in Paris and (down) the same
wall but empty yesterday where a recent artwork by anonymous street artist Banksy was
stolen, in Paris.—AFP

Astenciled work by the elusive British
street artist Banksy has been stolen
from outside the Pompidou Centre in

Paris, the modern art museum announced
yesterday. The image, which appeared in
June 2018 on the back of a sign for the
museum’s car park, features a masked rat-
Banksy’s avatar, symbolizing the down-
trodden-brandishing a utility knife, the
instrument he uses to cut out his stencils.
The Pompidou Centre said it suspected the
thieves of using a saw to cut the sign,
which had been fitted with a plexiglass
cover to prevent it being pilfered.

It said its the museum’s security guards
had already caught thieves trying to snatch
the work a year ago. The Pompidou, which
houses Europe’s biggest collection of con-
temporary art but does not own the
Banksy work, said it had filed a police
complaint for destruction of property. The

theft comes seven months after another
Banksy oeuvre paying hommage to the
victims of the November 2015 terrorist
attacks in Paris was stolen from outside the
Bataclan, the concert venue where Islamic
State gunmen massacred 90 people. There
also, the thieves brazenly cut the white
stenciled image of a girl in mourning out of
a fire exit.

Both the girl and the revolutionary rat
were among a dozen works with which
Banksy blitzed Paris a year ago. The rat
was inspired by Paris street artist Blek le
Rat, who started out in 1986 when a gen-
eral strike by students and workers
brought France to a halt. An anti-capitalist
mural in the Left Bank, featuring a busi-
nessman in a suit offering a dog a bone
after sawing the animal’s leg off, has also
disappeared. — AFP

After a year-long countdown, Arshi Nisar’s
wedding plans are in tatters, with the
Kashmiri bride-to-be fearing for her

guests’ safety as an Indian security and commu-
nications clampdown on the Himalayan valley
leaves residents on edge. The marketing manag-
er had originally planned a three-day extrava-
ganza, including a special make-up session,
music, and a huge canopy to accommodate
more than 700 guests invited to partake in the
traditional 10-to-15 course Kashmiri feast
known as wazwan.  But like thousands of fami-
lies in the troubled region, Nisar has resigned
herself to an austere event, with no more than
40 guests in attendance-if they are able to ven-
ture out of their homes.

“I grew up dreaming about a grand wedding
but there is not much to celebrate because of
the situation,” the 29-year-old told AFP.  “Now
we have decided on a very simple ceremony but
I am still worried (about) how my in-laws and
my family will move around in these tense
times.” India’s decision in early August to scrap
Kashmir’s autonomy and impose a ban on phone
and internet communications has left the region
reeling, cutting off its eight-million-strong pop-
ulation from the outside world.

Hundreds of clashes between government
forces and protesters have erupted since the
order, leaving more than 100 injured.
Authorities have eased the security restrictions
in parts of the valley but tensions still run high
amid a complete shutdown of businesses, public
transport and educational institutions.
Government forces use steel barricades and
coils of barbed wire to block roads while pro-
testers stop private vehicles from using the
roads, forcing many to remain at home.

Already in the grip of a decades-long insur-
gency against Indian rule, the heavily militarised
region is no stranger to security crackdowns.
But this time, even the usually buoyant wedding
industry-a major driver of Kashmir’s economy-
is buckling under the strain, with hundreds of
notices appearing in newspapers and on televi-
sion in recent weeks, postponing or cancelling
ceremonies.

‘Heartbreak’ 
In a status-conscious society famed for its

hospitality, weddings have long served as a
showcase for wealth and generosity, with guest
lists regularly topping 1,500 and costs running
upwards of $30,000. “Families save for years
or decades to splurge on weddings,” Bilal, who
wanted to be identified only by his first name,
told AFP.  Parents start preparing for their
child’s marriage almost immediately after birth,
he said. So when only 15 percent of the invited
guests turned up for his brother’s wedding last
month, “it was a heartbreak for the family,” he

said. For others consumed by wedding prepa-
rations, the communications clampdown has
made it near impossible to contact suppliers
and event managers.

Days before his sister Tehmina’s wedding,
Muntazir, who declined to give his last name, is
struggling to procure everything from a wed-
ding bed to jewelry and clothing for her
trousseau. “I had placed an order for a bed and
given clothes for stitching to the tailor. Both the
stores are closed and there is no way to contact
them,” the 41-year-old told AFP.  Even hiring
cooks and butchers was a challenge because of
the communication blackout, he said. “Weddings
are a once in a lifetime event,” he said. 

“As a brother I feel gutted by the thought
that her wedding is devoid of the traditional col-
or.” For bride-to-be Nisar, her September wed-
ding to her boyfriend of five years came after a
hard-fought battle with their parents to over-
come resistance to the marriage. “We had a
tough time convincing our families for the rela-
tionship and this was the time to be happy,” she
said. But, she added: “you cannot have dreams
in Kashmir.” — AFP

In this file picture a Kashmiri shopkeeper displays a wedding dress at a market ahead of the
Muslim festival of Eid Al-Fitr in Srinagar.

In this file picture a Kashmiri vendor waits for customers at a stall with wedding garlands made
from Indian rupee notes at a market in Srinagar. — AFP photos


