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AMSTERDAM: Britain’s Prince Harry, under fire
for using private jets while endorsing environ-
mental causes, said yesterday he only uses them
rarely, for safety reasons, and takes steps to off-
set the carbon dioxide his trips release into the
atmosphere. Speaking at the Amsterdam launch
of an initiative to make the travel industry more
sustainable, Harry said “I spend 99% of my life
travelling the world by commercial (aircraft).”

Harry, Queen Elizabeth’s grandson, said he
flew by private jet only occasionally or in “a
unique circumstance, and to ensure that my
family are safe - and it’s genuinely as simple as
that... I always offset my CO2.” Carbon offset
programs help travelers compensate for the car-
bon dioxide emissions they cause by paying a
fee that goes to reducing CO2 by a similar
amount, usually by planting trees. Harry said
that carbon offsets are “the right thing to do and
we need to make it cool”. “But it can’t just be a
‘ticking the box’ exercise,” he added.

Harry has faced accusations of hypocrisy for
taking private planes to attend recent engage-
ments while at the same time voicing concerns
about the environment. The criticism prompted
singer Elton John, whom Harry visited with his
wife Meghan at his home in the south of France
for a vacation last month, to launch a defense of
the couple against the “distorted and malicious
account in the press”.

The sustainable travel scheme “Travalyst”
announced by Harry yesterday in Amsterdam is

backed by major tourism industry companies
including Booking.com, TripAdvisor, Ctrip and
Visa. It plans initiatives that will help travelers
to cut their carbon emissions, prevent over-
tourism and develop local economies. “... while
no one is perfect, we are all responsible for

our own individual impact. The question is
what we do to balance it out,” Harry said.
Harry and the founding members of the organ-
ization did not give specific examples of pro-
grams they would introduce or actions they
would undertake. — Reuters 
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GRENOBLE:  The mayor of Chamonix in
the French Alps has urged President
Emmanuel Macron to act against “wack-
os” climbing the nearby Mont Blanc, after
a series of incidents including a British
tourist abandoning a rowing machine on
the famed mountain. Mayor Jean-Marc
Peillex, who for years has sounded the
alarm against overcrowding on Europe’s
highest peak, said a member of Britain’s
“Royal Commandos” hauled up the exer-
cise machine for a stunt on Saturday.

But he did not have the strength to
bring it back down and left it in an emer-
gency hut situated at 4,362 meters. The
man gave his name as Disney — “with a
name like that, you’d think he thought he
was at an amusement park,” Peillex said
in an open letter published Sunday. Also
over the weekend, he added, a German
tourist made the ascent with his dog
despite warnings from police brigades
who patrol Mont Blanc routes during the
busy summer season, and a promise that
he would leave the dog at a refuge

before attempting the summit. Instead,
the tourist snuck out for the top in the
middle of the night with the dog who
survived but returned with bloodied
paws, according to photos posted on
Peillex’s Twitter account. 

The weekend incidents came after two
Swiss climbers in June landed a small
plane just east of Mont Blanc’s summit and
then started hiking to the top. Stopped by
the mountain police, they were given only
a 38-euro ($42) fine and allowed to fly off,
since technically they had only broken
laws from the 1960s setting out landing
sites in the area. “This situation has gone
on long enough!” Peillex said in his letter.
He called on Macron to “write and pass
laws without delay that from 2020 would
severely punish all these wackos who
break the law, and restore peace to Mont
Blanc.” Officials are already grappling
with a huge influx of climbers hoping to
scale the 4,809-meter-high peak, which
has sharply increased security risks as
well as environmental impacts. — AFP

AMSTERDAM: Britain’s Prince Harry (1st-L) attends the Adam Tower project introduction and
global partnership between Booking.com, SkyScanner, CTrip, TripAdvisor and Visa in
Amsterdam yesterday an initiative led by the Duke of Sussex to change the travel industry to
better protect tourist destinations and communities that depend on it. — AFP 
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