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Wawrinka advances, Djokovic quits
NEW YORK: Top-ranked defending champion
Novak Djokovic retired from his US Open match
Sunday after dropping the first two sets to Stan
Wawrinka, sending the Swiss three-time Grand
Slam champion into the quarter-finals.

Djokovic, who won four of the past five Slam
crowns and 16 overall, was in pain from a nagging
left shoulder injury while 34-year-old Wawrinka,
who also beat Djokovic in the 2016 US Open final,
showed himself a true title contender.

“It helped me big time knowing I have the game
to beat him on that court,” Wawrinka said.  “It’s nev-
er the way you want to finish a match. I’m sorry for
Novak. He’s an amazing champion.” On a day when
Roger Federer cruised into a quarter-final against
Bulgaria’s Grigor Dimitrov and Russian fifth seed
Daniil Medvedev reached his first Slam quarter-
final, Djokovic’s shocker stole the show.

“It’s frustrating. Very frustrating,” Djokovic said.
“Obviously not the first, not the last player to get
injured and withdraw from one of the biggest events
in sport.” Djokovic admitted he has been hurting for
weeks without detailing how or when the injury
took place.

“The pain was constant for weeks now, some
days higher, some days with less intensity,”
Djokovic said. “Taking different stuff to kill the pain
instantly. Sometimes it works. sometimes it doesn’t.
“You just know (to quit) when you know, I guess,

when you feel like you’re not able to hit the shot
anymore.”

Wawrinka has battled nearly two years to recov-
er Slam-winning form after knee surgery and his
performance, after a French Open quarter-final run,
shows his journey is nearly complete. “Tonight was
something special. I’m really happy with the level,”
said Wawrinka. “I think I was playing super good
tennis. I’m happy to be back.

“It has been really tough since my surgery. It has
took me two years to be back at that level. It feels
really incredible.” A strong warm-up told 23rd seed
Wawrinka his game was solid and he took advan-
tage of netted Djokovic backhands on both set
points he won, some of the 35 unforced errors the
Serbian star made.

“I was feeling great,” Wawrinka said. “When I
came to practice I was moving well, playing well. I
was quite confident with the level I had but you
never know when you are playing the number one
player in the world.”

Medvedev, a winner at Cincinnati and runner-up
at Montreal and Washington in hardcourt tuneup
events, advanced to face Wawrinka by beating
118th-ranked German qualifier Dominik Koepfer 3-
6, 6-3, 6-2, 7-6 (7/2).

“He’s a great athlete playing super good tennis,”
Wawrinka said. “I’m sure it will be a great match.”
Medvedev won his only match against Wawrinka in

the 2017 first round at Wimbledon.
Federer, a five-time US Open champion with 20

Slam titles, advanced to the US Open quarter-finals
for the 13th time by routing Belgian 15th seed David
Goffin 6-2, 6-2, 6-0 in only 79 minutes. “Sometimes
these scores just happen,” Federer said. “You catch
a good day, the opponent doesn’t, then things hap-
pen very quickly... I found my groove after a while
and was able to roll really. Never looked back.”

The 38-year-old Swiss third seed is 7-0 lifetime
against 78th-ranked Dimitrov, who dispatched
Australia’s 38th-ranked Alex de Minaur 7-5, 6-3, 6-
4. “Feeling excited first to be in US Open quarter-
finals for the first time. This is what I practiced for,
to play those matches,” Dimitrov said.

“It’s a great opportunity for both of us. Hopefully
we have a great battle and we can produce some
great tennis.” Federer unleashed a dominant per-
formance, improving to 9-1 all-time against Goffin.

“As soon as you get there, first match on Ashe
against him, you can feel all the 20,000 people are
behind him as soon as he hit the ball,” Goffin said.

Serena Williams overcame an injury scare to
maintain her pursuit of a record-tying 24th Grand
Slam singles title at the US Open on Sunday while
Roland Garros champion Ashleigh Barty and
Karolina Pliskova crashed out in the last 16.

Williams, a six-time US Open winner, romped to
a 6-3, 6-4 victory over Croatian 22nd seed Petra

Martic to set up a quarter-final with China’s Wang
Qiang, the conqueror of world number two Barty.

The 37-year-old American star required a med-
ical timeout in the second set after rolling her right
ankle as she approached the net but promptly
recovered to reach the last eight in New York for
the 16th time. “I feel fine right now physically,” said
Williams, who received further strapping to an
already heavily taped ankle.

“But I’ll see tomorrow. So far I’m good. I have
been managing it. We’ll see tomorrow. She will play
18th seed Wang for the first time as the Chinese 27-
year-old extended her best Slam run with a 6-2, 6-4
defeat of an erratic Barty.

The Australian, who beat Wang twice last year in
their only prior meetings, was undone by 39
unforced errors at Louis Armstrong Stadium. It’s a
tough day at the office today. But it has been a year
where we’ve hit our goals,” Barty said. “We’ve had a
great season in Grand Slams for singles. We’ve
made the second week every single one, which has
been really special.

Wang became the first Chinese player to reach
the women’s quarter-finals since Peng Shuai made it
to the last four in 2014. “I think I’m really focused on
the court, really enjoyed the way I played. I’m so
happy I won,” said Wang, whose breakthrough run
has been fuelled by the memory of her late coach,
Peter McNamara. —AFP

Serena rolls ankle and US Open rival as Barty, Pliskova fall

NEW YORK: Stan Wawrinka of Switzerland reaches for the ball from Novak Djokovic of Serbia in their Round Four Men’s Singles tennis match during the 2019 US Open at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in
New York. —AFP

All-Star Jokic 
shines as Serbia 
crank up World 
Cup assault
FOSHAN: Serbia and their NBA All-Star
Nikola Jokic turned on the style to reach
the second round of the Basketball World
Cup with a masterful 126-67 demolition
of the Philippines yesterday.

The Serbs have a team packed with

NBA talent and are the prime threat to
reigning two-time champions the United
States, who are without their biggest
names in China.

Serbia began their title tilt with a 105-
59 thrashing of Angola on Saturday and
were similarly ruthless in dismissing the
Philippines in Foshan.

Lumbering Denver Nuggets ace Jokic,
who has what it takes to be the player of
the tournament and has been likened to
an NFL quarterback in the way he dic-
tates games, had 11 points and a game-
best seven assists and seven rebounds.

Nemanja Bjelica of the Sacramento
Kings led the scoring with 20 points.

Serbia brought up a century of points
at the start of the fourth quarter with a
dunk by Marko Guduric, who signed for
the Memphis Grizzlies in July.

It is the first time that Serbia, losing
finalists to Team USA in 2014, have won
their first two games at the World Cup,
underlining their scintillating form.

Serbia’s big win also propelled Italy
into the second round — the two teams
will face up on Wednesday in what prom-
ises to be a blockbuster for Group D
supremacy. The pair are the first teams
into round two.

An Angola player aimed a vicious
headbutt at an opponent as Italy thrashed

the Africans 92-61.
Italy look in ominous form, hammering

the Philippines 108-62 in their opener
before handing out more punishment to
the Angolans in Foshan.

But there was a flashpoint involving all
the players from both teams with seconds
left of the match after Angola’s Leonel
Paulo and Alessandro Gentile clashed.

The 26-year-old Gentile shoved Paulo
and the latter responded in kind, before
appearing to make contact with the
Italian’s nose with his forehead.

Marco Belinelli of the San Antonio
Spurs racked up 17 points and Kentucky-
born Jeff Brooks also starred for Italy

with 11 points, 11 rebounds and two
steals. “Serbia are the best team in the
tournament but we are not scared about
that,” said the 33-year-old guard.

Argentina also made it two wins out of
two as they defeated Nigeria — touted by
some as possible surprise packages before
the World Cup — 94-81 in Group B. 

Luis Scola scored 23 points to reach
611 points in his Basketball World Cup
career and move to second on the all-
time tournament scoring list.

The 39-year-old, taking part in his fifth
World Cup, is however well behind Oscar
Schmidt. The legendary Brazilian finished
his career with 906 points. —AFP


