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Lazio, Roma 
settle for derby
stalemate
MILAN: Roma and Lazio settled for a 1-
1 draw in Sunday’s Rome derby in a dra-
matic Serie A encounter that saw both
teams denied a total of six times by the
woodwork and Lazio denied a stoppage
time winner.

Aleksandar Kolarov put Roma ahead
in the 17th minute against the run of play
with a well-taken penalty at a colourful
Stadio Olimpico, but Luis Alberto
grabbed the equaliser just before the
hour mark to leave Paulo Fonseca with-
out a win as new Roma boss.

Lazio missed several chances to seal a
second win from their two opening
games, hitting the woodwork four times
with Roma rattling the frame of the goal
twice. The hosts’ biggest regret was
Manuel Lazzari’s 92nd-minute strike
being ruled out for offside.

“There’s a bit of bitterness. We had 21

shots on goal, hit the woodwork four times
and a goal ruled out,” said Lazio coach
Simone Inzaghi. “We had so many chances
and you have to win games like that.”

Lazio are second in the Serie A table
behind champions Juventus, who are on
maximum points following their thrilling
4-3 win over Napoli on Saturday, while
Roma languish in mid-table after two
straight draws.

“We offered an extraordinary show
for the public, and a great thrill for me as
a coach, at my first Rome derby,” said
Fonseca. “They created so many scoring
opportunities, buts it’s difficult to play
against a team like Lazio that presses in
every area.”

The derby took place amid height-
ened security after the murder of former
Lazio ultras chiefs Fabrizio Piscitelli,
nicknamed “Diabolik”, who was shot
dead in the capital last month.

Piscitelli was for almost 30 years the
boss of Lazio’s hardcore Irriducibili
(“Die Hards”) fan group, which is notori-
ous for its far-right politics. Lazio fans
unfurled a banner in his honour before
the match with “Rest in peace Fabrizio”.

Roma took the early lead after Edin

Dzeko pressured Sergej Milinkovic-
Savic into a handball, with the referee
pointing to the spot. Lazio’s Lucas Leiva,
Ciro Immobile, Tucu Correa and Marco
Parolo all hit the woodwork, while
Roma’s Nicolo Zaniolo was denied by
the post twice in the first half hour.

New Roma goalkeeper Pau Lopez

also proved decisive, diving to deny an
Immobile header before the break and
Joaquin Correa from close range in the
second half. However Alberto found a
way through after 58 minutes following
good work from both Milinkovic-Savic
and Immobile to salvage a deserved
point. —AFP

Van Dijk, Ronaldo, 
Messi shortlisted 
for FIFA award
ROME: Liverpool centre-back Virgil van Dijk is on the
shortlist to add FIFA’s best player award to his UEFA
Men’s Player of the Year honour.

The Dutch international denied Cristiano Ronaldo
and Lionel Messi for the European title last week and
the same trio are in the running for the FIFA accolade
to be announced in Milan on September 23.

Van Dijk starred in Liverpool’s triumphant
Champions League campaign.

England full-back Lucy Bronze won UEFA’s women’s
award and is on FIFA’s shortlist with the United States’
World Cup-winning duo Megan Rapinoe and Alex
Morgan. 

Manchester City boss Pep Guardiola is up against
Liverpool’s Jurgen Klopp and Mauricio Pochettino of
Tottenham for best men’s coach.

Phil Neville, who led England’s women to a World
Cup semi-final, is up for the women’s coach award
with the USA’s Jill Ellis and Sarina Wiegman who
guided European champions the Netherlands to the
World Cup final.

FIFA Best shortlists
Men’s player:

Cristiano Ronaldo (Juventus/Portugal), Lionel Messi
(Barcelona/Argentina), Virgil van Dijk
(Liverpool/Netherlands)

Women’s player:
Lucy Bronze (Lyon/England), Alex Morgan (Orlando

Pride/USA), Megan Rapinoe (Reign FC/USA)

Men’s coach:
Pep Guardiola (Manchester City), Jurgen Klopp

(Liverpool), Mauricio Pochettino (Tottenham)

Women’s coach:
Jill Ellis (USA), Phil Neville (England), Sarina

Wiegman (Netherlands)

Women’s goalkeeper:
Christiane Endler (Paris St-Germain/Chile), Hedvig

Lindahl (Wolfsburg/Sweden), Sari van Veenendaal

(Atletico Madrid/Netherlands)

Men’s goalkeeper:
Alisson (Liverpool/Brazil), Ederson (Manchester

City/Brazil), Marc-Andre ter Stegen
(Barcelona/Germany)

Puskas award (for best goal):
Lionel Messi (Barcelona v Real Betis), Juan

Quintero (River Plate v Racing Club), Daniel Zsori
(Debrecen v Ferencvaros). —AFP

Five talking-points 
from Serie A weekend
MILAN: Serie A suffered more racism at the weekend when
Inter Milan forward Romelu Lukaku was subjected to mon-
key chants as he took a penalty at Cagliari — yet the inci-
dent was largely overlooked in Italy itself.

CAGLIARI INVOLVED IN A STRING 
OF SIMILAR INCIDENTS

The incident, which happened as Lukaku went to take a
penalty in the second half of Inter’s 2-1 win, was the latest in
a string of racist incidents which have happened at Cagliari
home games. In April, Juventus forward Moise Kean was
subjected to similar treatment after scoring for the Turin side
in a 2-0 win.

Serie A’s disciplinary panel took no action against
Cagliari on that occasion, saying the insults were “certainly
reprehensible” but that they had limited relevance and per-
ception. However, it fined Kean for diving in the penalty area
earlier in the game. Meanwhile, Cagliari president Tommaso
Giulini said Kean should shoulder the responsibility for cele-
brating in front of Cagliari supporters.

“What happened at the end was because of a celebration
which was wrong and it would have happened with any oth-
er player,” he said. In January last year, Cagliari apologised
to Juventus midfielder Blaise Matuidi after he was subjected
to racist abuse.

In May 2017, Pescara’s Ghanaian midfielder Sulley
Muntari walked off the pitch, also complaining of racist
abuse at the ground. Serie A took no action against Cagliari,
saying only around ten fans were involved. In 2010, Cagliari
were fined 25,000 euros because of racist chanting aimed at
Inter Milan forward Samuel Eto’o.

CAGLIARI, INTER SILENT
Neither Cagliari nor Inter Milan made any mention of the

incident on their official websites after the match. It was
mentioned by Italian media but did not make the front pages
of any of the three main sporting newspapers.

LUKAKU HAPPY, ACCORDING TO INTER WEBSITE
Inter Milan’s website had some quotes from Lukaku but

they, also, did not mention the incident. “I’m very happy
about these first two league victories and about tonight’s
success,” Lukaku was quoted as saying after helping Inter
take six points from their opening two games. “It was a
tough match, we had to fight but that’s what we’ll have to do
in every game, I’m happy for the team and for our fans.” “To
score wearing this shirt is a great feeling, I want to help the
team even more, through assists too: the goal is to continue
like this.”

CONTE DID NOT HEAR ANYTHING
Inter Milan coach Antonio Conte said that he did not hear

the chanting from the bench. He then called for more educa-
tion, although he did not specifically refer to racism. “I think
that in Italy we must improve a lot and be more educated
and respectful towards those doing their job,” he said. There
was a brief comment from Inter defender Milan Skriniar.
“These are things that should not be in football but almost
always are.”

FIVE TEAMS WITHOUT POINTS
Cagliari are one of five teams who have lost their opening

two games. Sampdoria, under new coach Eusebio Di
Francesco, are in the worst situation after losing both match-
es by three-goal margins. Di Francesco, who has spent the
whole summer asking for reinforcements, hit out at the club
over their transfer policy after they were thumped 4-1 at
Sassuolo. “I am disappointed and feel let down. I want to
fight in order to improve this situation, but it’s not easy,” he
said. “I feel furious about all sorts of things right now. I’ll
evaluate the situation once the transfer market has shut, but
we need reinforcements in attack and, looking at these two
games, in every area of the team.” Fiorentina, who narrowly
escaped relegation last season and have since been bought
by Italian-born US billionaire Rocco Commission, lost 2-1
defeat at Genoa. “We didn’t make the most of our chances
and then the team lost confidence. You can expect that when
you have so many players in Serie A for the first time,”
Fiorentina coach Vincenzo Montella said.  —Reuters

MILAN: Italian football was involved in another
racism storm on Sunday as Romelu Lukaku was tar-
geted by monkey chants before putting Inter Milan
top of Serie A with the winning penalty in their 2-1 tri-
umph at Cagliari.

Lukaku — a 65 million euros ($73 million) summer
signing from Manchester United— was preparing to
take the spot-kick in the 71st minute in Sardinia when
the racist chants came from the crowd that continued
for several seconds.

The 26-year-old Belgian international angrily looked
towards the stands before confidently converting his
second goal in as many games, which came after
Lautaro Martinez’s 28th minute opener for the Antonio
Conte’s side and Joao Pedro’s leveller for the hosts four
minutes after the break.

Lukaku was quickly surrounded by his teammates as
Inter won their second from two league matches to sit
ahead of champions Juventus, who also are on maxi-
mum points following their thrilling 4-3 win over Napoli
on Saturday.

Racist chanting has dogged Italian stadia in recent
years, with Italy striker Moise Kean also the victim of
similar abuse — alongside teammate Blaise Matuidi —
at Cagliari after he scored a goal there for his former
team Juventus last April.

Kalidou Koulibaly was showered with monkey
chants last season by Lukaku’s new fans at the San Siro,
while several other black players have been targeted.

“I didn’t hear (the chants),” said Conte.  “I can speak
however in general: I think we need to improve in Italy,
respect everyone. “When I was working abroad, the
fans would cheer on their own team, not spend their
entire time insulting the opponent. I was fine here,
noone insulted me.”

Torino are right alongside Inter and local rivals Juve
after shocking Atalanta 3-2, while Lazio missed the
chance to keep the pace with that trio after drawing an
eventful Rome derby 1-1. 

Aleksandar Kolarov put Roma ahead in the 17th
minute against the run of play with a well-taken penal-
ty, but Luis Alberto grabbed the equaliser just before
the hour mark to leave Paulo Fonseca without a win as
new Roma boss.

Lazio missed several chances to seal a second win
from their two opening games, hitting the woodwork
four times with Roma rattling the frame of the goal
twice. The hosts’ biggest regret was Manuel Lazzari’s
92nd-minute strike being ruled out for offside.

“There’s a bit of bitterness. We had 21 shots on goal,
hit the woodwork four times and a goal ruled out,” said
Lazio coach Simone Inzaghi. “We had so many chances
and you have to win games like that.”

“We offered an extraordinary show for the public,
and a great thrill for me as a coach, at my first Rome
derby,” said Fonseca. The derby took place amid
heightened security after the murder of former Lazio
ultras chiefs Fabrizio Piscitelli, nicknamed “Diabolik”,
who was shot dead in the capital last month.

Piscitelli was for almost 30 years the boss of Lazio’s
hardcore Irriducibili (“Die Hards”) fan group, which is
notorious for its far-right politics. Lazio fans unfurled a
banner in his honour before the match with “Rest in
peace Fabrizio”.

Torino are also on maximum points after their come-
back win at Atalanta, who qualified for this season’s
Champions League by finishing third last season. Kevin
Bonifazi had put Torino ahead after 24 minutes before
Duvan Zapata’s double either side of the break for
Atalanta.

But Alex Berenguer got Torino back level on 57 min-
utes with Armando Izzo nodding in the winner on 66
minutes. Fiorentina fell to their second straight defeat

2-1 at Genoa, as did Sampdoria who were hammered 4-
1 at Sassuolo thanks to a Domenico Berardi hat-trick
scored in 14 first-half minutes. —AFP

Inter win their second from two league matches to sit ahead of champions Juventus

Lukaku sends Inter Milan top 
after racist abuse at Cagliari

SAN SIRO: File photo shows Inter Milan’s Belgian forward Romelu Lukaku (R) challenges Lecce’s Italian
defender Marco Calderoni during the Italian Serie A football match Inter Milan vs US Lecce on August 26,
2019 at the San Siro stadium in Milan. —AFP

This combination of file pictures created yesterday, shows Juventus Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo (L), Barcelona’s
Argentinian forward Lionel Messi (C) and Liverpool’s Dutch defender Virgil van Dijk. The three are final candidates for the
best Men’s players at the Best FIFA Football Award 2019 ceremony. —AFP

ROME: Lazio’s Spanish midfielder Luis Alberto (R) scores a goal to AS Roma’s
Spanish goalkeeper Pau Lopez (L) during the Italian Serie A football match
between Lazio Roma and AS Roma at the Olympic stadium in Rome. —AFP

Bale scores twice
and sent off as 
Real Madrid held 
MADRID: Gareth Bale scored twice to
save Real Madrid from a damaging
defeat away at Villarreal on Sunday
before capping a dramatic 2-2 draw by
being sent off in injury-time. 

Zinedine Zidane said in July it would

be “best for everyone” if Bale left this
summer but it was the Welshman’s dou-
ble that earned Madrid a point from a
thrilling contest at la Ceramica. 

Villarreal took the lead through
Gerard Moreno in the 12th minute and
then Moi Gomez 16 minutes from the
end but each time Bale pegged them
back, first on the stroke of half-time and
then four minutes from the end. 

Two yellow cards in as many minutes
then saw Bale dramatically sent off in the

94th minute but by then his match-sav-
ing contribution was complete.

“I am pleased with his goals, of
course, and now we have to think about
a rest,” Zidane said. “Although he won’t
rest as he’s going away with his national
team.”

It was six years to the day that Real
Madrid paid 100 million euros (now
$110m) to sign Bale, who now has 104
goals for the club, as many as the
Brazilian Ronaldo.

But his heroics could not save Madrid
from another slip, which means they
head into the international break five
points behind early front-runners
Atletico Madrid, who had earlier beaten
Eibar 3-2.

“We have to improve defensively,”
Zidane said. “We know we can create
chances. The positive is the reaction we
showed because it is important not to
lose.” Asked what was lacking, Casemiro
said: “We lacked everything.” —AFP


