
Tuesday, September 3, 2019S p o r t s

26

KINGSTON: India moved closer to a Test series and tour
sweep of the West Indies, reducing the home side to 45
for two at stumps after setting them the improbable tar-
get of 468 on the third day of the second and final Test at
Sabina Park in Jamaica on Sunday.

Having declined to enforce the follow-on after the
Caribbean team were dismissed at the start of the day for
117 to trail by 299 runs on first innings, Indian captain
Virat Kohli declared his side’s second innings at 168 for
four in the day’s final session.

Left to negotiate 13 testing overs from the tourists’
pace attack before the close of play, West Indies lost
openers Kraigg Brathwaite and John Campbell to Ishant
Sharma and Mohammed Shami respectively, leaving
Darren Bravo - who survived a blow on the helmet in the
final over of the evening from Jasprit Bumrah - and
Shamarh Brooks to carry the fight into the fourth day.

Yet as much as India’s overall quality in all depart-
ments of the game once again threatened to overwhelm
the West Indies, it was the performance of senior home
fast bowler Kemar Roach which highlighted another
eventful day.  

Roach spearheaded the effort to limit India’s search
for quick runs and a timely declaration in the afternoon
session, taking three for 28 including a burst of two wick-
ets off successive deliveries in which he claimed the
prized wicket of Kohli first ball.

Having removed Mayank Agarwal before lunch, the
30-year-old’s sustained pace and accuracy accounted for
the other opener, K.L. Rahul, before despatching the
Indian leader with his next delivery.

Both were caught behind in identical fashion and it

could have gotten even better for Roach and the West
Indies as he came within mil l imetres of matching
Bumrah’s hat-trick of the previous day. His first delivery
to new batsman Ajinkya Rahane took an inside-edge and
flew past the stumps on the way to the fine-leg boundary.

Roach’s three wickets elevated him to ninth on the list
of all-time leading wicket-takers in Tests for the West
Indies with 193 victims, one ahead of the legendary Wes
Hall, who was the consistent spearhead of the dominant
Caribbean teams of the 1960’s.

Jason Holder then prised out Chesteshwar Pujara to
reduce India to 57 for four before first innings century-
maker Hanuma Vihari joined Rahane in an unbroken fifth-
wicket stand of 111, the pair completing half-centuries to
prompt Kohli’s decision to close off the innings and give
his bowlers an hour to make inroads into the West Indies
batting line-up.

Earlier, Roach was last out in the West Indies first
innings as the lower order offered a bit more resistance
on the third morning than the frontline batsmen had
shown late on day two when Bumrah’s hat-trick high-
lighted the demolition job by India’s fast bowlers, reduc-
ing their opponents to 87 for seven at the close of play.

Bumrah failed to add to his six-wicket tally from the
day before and it was left to the other frontline bowlers -
Shami, Sharma and spinner Ravindra Jadeja - to eventu-
ally claim the last three wickets after 75 minutes’ play.

Mindful no doubt of managing the workload on his
bowlers in extremely hot conditions, Kohli opted to bat a
second time, presenting Roach with the opportunity to
further enhance his already burgeoning credentials as the
best West Indies fast bowler of the modern era. — AFP
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and Tour sweep of West Indies

Roach spearheads effort to limit India’s search for quick runs

Bumrah thanks Kohli 
for review call 
after hat-trick
KINGSTON: India fast bowler Jasprit Bumrah said he
owes his maiden test hat-trick to captain Virat Kohli,
who successfully reviewed a leg-before decision which
was initially turned down in the ongoing second match
against West Indies.

After dismissing Darren Bravo and Shamarh Brooks
in consecutive deliveries at Kingston’s Sabina Park,
Bumrah’s timid lbw shout against Roston Chase was ini-
tially turned down by on-field umpire Paul Reiffel.

A confident Kohli, however, decided to review and
replays showed the ball would have struck the leg
stump. The decision was overturned, with Bumrah
becoming the third Indian bowler to claim a test hat-
trick. “I was not very sure of the appeal,” Bumrah told
Kohli in an interview to bcci.tv. “I thought it was bat
(first), so I didn’t appeal so much. But it was a good
review in the end, and I think I owe the hat-trick to the
captain.” Bumrah finished with 6-27 as West Indies
were bowled out for 117 in reply India’s 416 in the first
innings. It followed the 25-year-old’s blistering second
innings spell in the opening test where he finished with
5-7. Ishant Sharma took eight wickets in that match and
Mohammed Shami chipped in with four as India
recorded a convincing 318 runs victory.

Bumrah put down his recent success on pace-friend-
ly tracks to his camaraderie with senior bowlers in the
squad. “There’s a lot of communication that goes on the
field as well,” Bumrah told reporters.

“When I’m getting wickets, it’s somebody else’s job
to create pressure, and when somebody else is getting
wickets, (it’s) my job is to create pressure. “We got a
good relationship all of us, we want to get better every
year.” India are closing in on a 2-0 sweep of series after
West Indies ended day three at 45-2 while chasing an
unlikely target of 468 for victory. — Reuters

Waugh returns to 
give Australia 
an Ashes lift
LONDON: Australia have brought back former cap-
tain Steve Waugh to help the squad prepare for the
final stretch of the Ashes series against England as the
tourists look to rebound from the painful third test
defeat at Headingley.

Waugh had left the squad after the first two Tests
as scheduled but has rejoined the group ahead of the
fourth test at Old Trafford starting tomorrow. With the
series locked at 1-1, one victory in the next two tests
will ensure Australia retain the urn in England for the
first time since Waugh’s side triumphed 4-1 in 2001.

“We asked him to stay for the third Test, but he
had to go back for a function,” Australia coach Justin
Langer told reporters in Manchester. “But he was
actually going to fly there, do the function and fly
back the next day. That’s how much he’s enjoying it.

“He’s been like a kid at Christmas.” Having Waugh
in the backroom staff, much like Ricky Ponting taking
on an assistant coaching role during the World Cup,
was a priority for Langer after he faced many testing
moments during his first year as coach.

“Guys like Punter (Ponting) and Steve Waugh, not
only do they have a great presence in the group, but
they are great psychologists,” Langer added.
“They’ve been in the cauldron before, they’ve seen it
all, so to have that those type of guys, we are talking
about developing leadership in Australian cricket, to
have our guys to learn from people of that calibre is
very important short term.”

Australia’s one-wicket defeat in the third test was a
bitter pill to swallow but they would put it behind
them, he said. “I actually felt physically sick after it
and then I went back to my room. I wasn’t sure
whether to cry my eyes out or smash my hotel room,”
he said. “Everyone in that change room, probably a lot
of Australians felt it, felt completely sick. “You never
like to let opportunities slip... that’s OK, we’ll make
sure we learn from it.” — Reuters

Steve Waugh

KINGSTON: Mohammed Shami (L) of India appeals for lbw against Jermaine Blackwood (R) of the West Indies during
day 4 of the 2nd Test between West Indies and India at Sabina Park, Kingston, Jamaica, yesterday. — AFP

Denly to open with 
Burns, Roy to bat 
at number four
LONDON: Joe Denly will swap places with struggling
opener Jason Roy in the England batting order for the
fourth Ashes Test against Australia at Old Trafford, he said
yesterday. Roy, who was handed his Test debut after an
impressive World Cup-winning campaign, has failed to
deliver at the top of the order in the first three Tests, scor-
ing 57 runs in six innings with a highest score of 28.

Denly’s patient half-century in the second innings of the
third Test, where he shared a 126-run stand with Root, set
up the win for the hosts who were chasing a daunting tar-
get of 359 to level the series.

“I got a call from Joe Root after a bit of time off and he
said he’d like for me to go at the top of the order and try
and get us off to a good start,” Denly told BBC.
“Obviously, Jason’s going to bat at four. With Jason in the

team, I think we’re a better team for sure. “With him com-
ing in at four with hopefully the new ball worn off, and
hopefully myself and (opener) Rory (Burns) doing our jobs
at the top, it enables him to come in and play his way. He’s
a dangerous player so he’s great to have there.”

Australia’s Steve Smith, who scored 378 runs in three
innings, is set to return to the side after missing the third

test due to concussion. Smith was hit on the neck by a ris-
ing Jofra Archer delivery during the second test at Lord’s
and England fast bowler Stuart Broad expects the former
skipper to be well-prepared.

“Whenever a batsman seems in great rhythm, a period
of time out of being in the middle could affect them but
he’s a world-class batsman,” Broad said. “He’ll be very
ready for the conditions he will face here at Old Trafford.

“There’s been a little bit of to and fro between him
and Jofra. And Jofra will be excited to continue that bat-
tle. Smith will be very hungry to come back into a cru-
cial  test  match.” England’s one-wicket win at
Headingley prevented Australia from retaining the
Ashes, and Broad said this was the most closely-con-
tested series he had been a part of.

“The momentum of that test match shifted to England
and with that the series,” Broad said. “I don’t think I’ve
ever played in an Ashes that has been as closely matched
man-to-man. “The teams are so close and you can see that
by the punches being thrown by each side and how they’re
soaking it up. It’s a fascinating series to be involved in.”

The fourth test in Manchester starts on Wednesday
with the series level at 1-1. The final match at The Oval in
London begins on Sept 12. — Reuters

Langer keeps
players waiting 
over fourth Test 
LONDON: Australia coach Justin Langer is keeping his
players waiting to learn the team for the fourth Ashes Test
against England. Langer’s side face England at Old
Trafford this week with the Ashes tied at 1-1 in the five-
match series.

England’s remarkable win at Headingley in the third
Test has breathed new life into the contest and could force
Australia to make changes. They seem certain to make at
least one switch, with star batsman Steve Smith available
again after suffering concussion following a bouncer from
England’s Jofra Archer in the second game at Lord’s.

Pacemen Mitchell Starc and Peter Siddle will also hope
to be involved. Langer was giving few clues away as to
Australia’s likely selection at yesterday’s press conference
and said his players are still in the dark as well.

“The players don’t know yet. We’re going to tell them
before dinner tonight and then it will probably be public
after that,” Langer said. “We’re very clear on the 12, not so
sure on the 11. Sorry I can’t give you more but it’s probably
better to tell the players before we tell you.

“The 12th man will be one of the bowlers. We’re very
clear what the batting is.” Former Australia captain Smith
has scored a combined total of 378 runs in three innings in
the series so far, at a remarkable average of 126.

Smith was back on the field in last week’s tour match
against Derbyshire, scoring 23 in his only visit to the
crease, and Langer hopes he can now pick up where he
left off in the Test series. “I’ve just thrown to him for about
half an hour and he’s moving really well, so we’re all hope-
ful that he gets back into the zone, or hits the ball in the
middle of the bat,” Langer said.

“He’s shown that throughout the summer. He’s been
batting well, so let’s hope he can continue that. It’s impor-
tant for our team and it’s just nice knowing that he’s back
in the team.” — AFP

Joe Denly

Leclerc destined for 
greatness: Hamilton
SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS: Lewis Hamilton yesterday pre-
dicted more success for his triumphant Ferrari rival
Charles Leclerc and tipped the Monegasque driver as the
favourite for this week’s Italian Grand Prix at Monza.  

After finishing second behind Leclerc at the Belgian
Grand Prix on Sunday, a race weekend overshadowed by
the death of French Formula Two driver Anthoine Hubert a
day earlier, Hamilton forecast that having finally secured
his maiden win, Leclerc would now go on to claim more
victories. 

“Ferrari are going to have a happy weekend at
Monza,”said the defending five-time champion and cur-
rent series leader. “They are so much faster than us and
Monza is all straights ... We will do our best, but it is going
to be a tough job to match them.”

Hamilton increased his lead in this year’s title race to
69 points ahead of re-signed Mercedes team-mate
Valtteri Bottas, who came home third, and was quick to
praise 21-year-old Leclerc for his performance under
pressure.

Leclerc, who started from pole and resisted intense
Hamilton pressure as he chased him in the closing laps,
dedicated his win to his late friend Hubert. 

“He did a great job,” said Hamilton. “Even if we had
different strategies, it would have been hard to have beat-
en him. He deserved to win.”

Leclerc, widely tipped as a future champion, per-
formed with grace and humanity on and off the circuit
during a stressful race weekend that saw him move within

12 points of his Ferrari team-mate and four-time world
champion Sebastian Vettel in the drivers’ standings. He
has now out-qualified Vettel at six races in succession,
leaving the German battling to retain his status as Ferrari’s
lead driver. 

On Sunday, Vettel was asked to pull over and allow
Leclerc to pass mid-race on his way to finishing fourth. It
is now more than a year since his last win, ironically at
Belgium in 2018. 

“I think his results speak for themselves really,” added
Hamilton, referring to Leclerc, who has delivered five
podium finishes in his last seven outings.

“It’s not easy for any driver to jump into a top team, let
alone Ferrari... and then to be continuous from race one,
out-perform, out-qualify and out-drive a four-time world
champion is not easy to do. “So I think that speaks for
itself. He’s been really unlucky in quite a few races this
year. Could easily have been the third win today. 

“So, there’s a lot more greatness to come from him and
I’m looking forward to seeing his growth and racing
alongside him ... Today, it was fun, trying to chase him. He
was just a little bit too quick.”

While Leclerc finally seized a victory, another young
driver impressed by finishing fifth — Red Bull rookie Alex
Albon climbing from 17th to secure a strong result in his
first race with the team following promotion from Toro
Rosso.  “I’ve been very impressed with Alex’s perform-
ance and he put in a great recovery drive in his first race,”
said Red Bull team chief Christian Horner of the London-
born Thai racer. His Red Bull team-mate Max Verstappen
made a poor start and retired after crashing on the open-
ing lap. “I had some good fun out there and I enjoyed this
race a lot,” said Albon. “I started off the weekend very
nervous and if you had told me I’d finish the race fifth I’d
be very happy, but I’m a bit more relaxed now.” — AFP

SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS: Winner Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc (C-L) and Ferrari’s team principal Mattia
Binotto (C-R) celebrate with team members after the Belgian Formula One Grand Prix at the Spa-Francorchamps cir-
cuit in Spa. — AFP


