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TORONTO: Houston Astros right-hander Justin Verlander
threw a no-hitter Sunday in a 2-0 win over the host Toronto
Blue Jays, becoming one of just six major league pitchers
with three or more no-hitters. After walking Cavan Biggio
with one out in the first inning, Verlander (17-5) retired 26 in
a row, with rookie Bo Bichette grounding out to third base-
man Abraham Toro to end the game. The Astros ace struck
out 14 and walked one. Entering the ninth inning, the game
was a scoreless tie, with four Blue Jays pitchers holding the
Astros to just four hits. The Astros then took a 2-0 lead in
the top of ninth inning on a two-run home run from rookie
Toro. Verlander joins Larry Corcoran, Cy Young and Bob
Feller in the club with three no-hitters. Sandy Koufax had
four, and Nolan Ryan fired seven.

YANKEES 5, A’S 4
Brett Gardner hit a game-tying home run leading off

the ninth, and pinch hitter Mike Ford followed with a
walk-off blast as New York stormed back from a four-run
deficit to record a victory over visiting Oakland. Gardner
forged a 4-4 tie when he lined a 2-1 fastball by Liam
Hendriks (4-2) into the right-center-field seats. Ford then
slammed a full-count fastball into the Yankees’ bullpen
beyond the right-center field fence for his first career
pinch-hit homer and first career walk-off hit. Six outs
away from being shut out for the first time in 220 games
since June 30, 2018, against Boston, the Yankees stormed
back in the eighth for three runs before picking up their
second straight against Oakland after dropping their first
four meetings with the A’s.

TWINS 8, TIGERS 3
Michael Pineda struck out nine over six innings, Nelson

Cruz had three hits and drove in two runs, and Minnesota
won at Detroit. Pineda (11-5), who gave up two runs on
five hits, matched his season high for strikeouts while win-
ning his fifth consecutive decision. Jake Cave added two
hits and two RBIs as the Twins won for the seventh time in
eight games. Detroit starter Spencer Turnbull (3-14) gave
up six runs on eight hits in 4 2/3 innings. He has lost his
last 10 decisions, including his last five starts. Jordy
Mercer homered for Detroit, which has lost seven of its
past eight games.

RAYS 8, INDIANS 2
Nate Lowe belted a two-run homer as Tampa Bay

recorded a victory over Cleveland to complete a three-
game sweep at St. Petersburg, Fla. Travis d’Arnaud drove
in a pair of runs and Austin Meadows had an RBI single to
highlight a three-hit performance for the Rays, who moved
a half-game ahead of the Indians in the American League
wild-card race. Cleveland’s Carlos Carrasco received a
standing ovation from both teams prior to coming on in
relief in the seventh inning, marking his first game action
since being diagnosed with chronic myeloid leukemia.
Carrasco retired the first two batters he faced before
allowing a double and an RBI single.

BREWERS 4, CUBS 0
Christian Yelich clubbed a three-run home run, and sev-

en pitchers combined for a four-hit shutout as Milwaukee
won at Chicago. Orlando Arcia also drove in a run for the
Brewers, who blanked the Cubs for the second consecutive
contest. Milwaukee notched its seventh shutout of the sea-
son, with three of those coming against Chicago. Kris
Bryant, Victor Caratini, Addison Russell and Ian Happ each
singled for the Cubs’ only hits. Chicago dropped its sec-
ond home series in a row.

DODGERS 4, DIAMONDBACKS 3 (11 INNINGS)
Joc Pederson hit a 454-foot homer to lead off the 11th

inning, and Los Angeles rode four solo shots to a win over
Arizona in Phoenix. The Diamondbacks had a season-high,
six-game winning streak snapped and were seeking the
first four-game sweep of the Dodgers in franchise history.
Cody Bellinger tied the game with a one-out homer in the
ninth inning as the Dodgers set a franchise season record
with 238 homers. They hit 235 last year. David Freese and
Russell Martin also homered for the Dodgers, who had lost
five of seven. Casey Sadler (4-0) stranded two runners in
the 10th inning, and Pedro Baez retired the side in order in
the 11th for his first save of the season. Closer Kenley
Jansen had worked the eighth.

CARDINALS 4, REDS 3 (GAME 1)
Harrison Bader’s walk-off RBI single lifted St. Louis to a

victory over visiting Cincinnati in the first half of a day-
night doubleheader. Jose Martinez drew a leadoff walk in
the ninth. Pinch runner Tyler O’Neill had to stop at third
when Yadier Molina’s ground-rule double hopped into the
right-center-field seats. That set the stage for Bader, who
lifted a fly ball over the pulled-in defense to win the game.
Carlos Martinez (4-2) pitched a scoreless ninth inning to
earn the victory.

REDS 5, CARDINALS 3 (GAME 2)
Phillip Ervin homered, had three hits and drove in two

runs as visiting Cincinnati posted a win over St. Louis to
earn a doubleheader split. Nick Senzel also hit a homer
and scored twice for the Reds. Luis Castillo (14-5) worked
six innings, striking out eight batters while allowing three
runs on five hits and three walks. Raisel Iglesias struck out
all three batters in the ninth inning to earn his 28th save.
Reds slugger Eugenio Suarez exited in the fifth inning due
to a left hand injury after Cardinals starting pitcher Daniel
Ponce de Leon hit him with a pitch. Suarez will undergo
further examination Monday in Cincinnati.

PHILLIES 5, METS 2
Scott Kingery laced a tiebreaking, three-run double in

the eighth inning for host Philadelphia, which salvaged the
finale of a three-game series against New York. Hector
Neris (3-5) uncorked a wild pitch that allowed the tying
run to score in the top of the eighth, but he recorded the
final five outs to earn the win. Pete Alonso homered for the
Mets in the first inning, his 43rd of the season. New York’s
Wilson Ramos doubled in the fourth inning to extend his
hitting streak to a career-long 25 games — the longest run
in the majors this year.

BRAVES 5, WHITE SOX 3
Freddie Freeman smacked a pair of two-run home runs

and added an RBI single to support six strong innings from
Julio Teheran and lift the Atlanta past Chicago for its fourth
straight victory. Atlanta secured a three-game series
sweep while prevailing for the 12th time in the past 14 con-
tests to surge to a season-high 30 games over .500 at 84-
54. Mark Melancon pitched a perfect ninth inning to earn
his eighth save and send the White Sox to their sixth
straight defeat. Teheran (9-8) limited the White Sox to two
runs and three hits with four walks and five strikeouts.

RED SOX 4, ANGELS 3
Xander Bogaerts finished a triple shy of the cycle, lead-

ing Boston to a victory over Los Angeles in Anaheim, Calif.
Bogaerts hit an RBI single in the first inning, homered in
the third and doubled in the fifth. With one opportunity to

complete the cycle, he grounded into a double play in the
seventh. J.D. Martinez hit his team-leading 34th home run
of the season, and Rafael Devers chipped in with two hits
as the Red Sox took two of three in the weekend series
and six of eight in a now-concluded road trip. Justin Upton
homered for Los Angeles.

MARINERS 11, RANGERS 3
Tom Murphy and Daniel Vogelbach hit back-to-back

home runs in the third inning, and Kyle Seager added a
three-run shot as Seattle defeated Texas to earn a split of
a four-game series in Arlington, Texas. Mariners left-han-
der Yusei Kikuchi (6-9) allowed three runs on six hits in
five innings to earn the victory. He didn’t walk a batter and
struck out one. The Mariners took a 4-0 lead in the top of
the first against left-hander Brett Martin (1-3), who lasted
just two-thirds of an inning.

PIRATES 6, ROCKIES 2
Adam Frazier hit a home run on the first pitch of the

game, Steven Brault pitched 6 1/3 effective innings and
clubbed his first career homer, and Pittsburgh beat
Colorado in Denver. Bryan Reynolds had three hits and
Frazier, Josh Bell, Colin Moran and Elias Diaz added two
each for the Pirates, who swept the four-game series.
Brault (4-3) allowed two runs, one earned, on four hits with
five strikeouts and two walks. Nolan Arenado went deep
for the Rockies, who have lost six consecutive games and
10 of their last 11.

ROYALS 6, ORIOLES 4
Meibrys Viloria drove home Alex Gordon with the go-

ahead run in the seventh inning to give host Kansas City a

victory over Baltimore. Viloria’s key hit came after Gordon
drove in Adalberto Mondesi with the tying run. Whit
Merrifield’s home run in the eighth gave the Royals an
insurance run. Mondesi matched a career high with four
hits after being activated from the 10-day injured list earli-
er Sunday. He also stole three bases after missing the pre-
vious 41 games with a left shoulder subluxation.

NATIONALS 9, MARLINS 3
Anthony Rendon hit a go-ahead, two-run homer in the

fifth, Juan Soto drove in three runs, and Washington com-
pleted a three-game sweep of visiting Miami. Rendon went
2-for-3, including his 32nd homer of the season, and now
has 111 RBIs, setting a single-season Nationals record.
Rendon, who is hitting .337, went 7-for-10 with three
homers and seven RBIs in the series. Soto went 3-for-4
with his 31st homer of the season and two doubles. He
went 7-for-12 with five doubles, two homers and seven
RBIs in the series.

PADRES 8, GIANTS 4
Rookie Ty France hit two home runs, matching the total

from his previous 48 major league games, and San Diego
spoiled Giants manager Bruce Bochy’s final meeting
against his former team with a victory at San Francisco.
Eric Hosmer collected a single, a double and a triple, and
Eric Lauer (8-8) tossed six innings of four-run ball, helping
the Padres win for the third time in the four-game series.
The 64-year-old Bochy, who has announced he will retire
at year’s end after 25 seasons as manager, saw his career
record fall to 1,992-2,014. The first 951 of those wins came
as 12-year skipper of the Padres, a stretch that included an
appearance in the 1998 World Series. — Reuters

Astros’ Verlander records third 
career no-hitter in win over Jays

All Blacks coach
Hansen unruffled 
by breakdown 
‘cheats’ call
WELLINGTON: New Zealand coach Steve Hansen
has shrugged off criticism from former England flyhalf
turned media pundit Stuart Barnes, who described the
world champions as “cynical cheats” at the break-
down in a British newspaper.

Barnes, writing for The Sunday Times, said Hansen
was seeking to replicate the “ball-killing” tactics of
former All Blacks captain Richie McCaw in selecting
openside flankers Sam Cane, Ardie Savea and Matt
Todd in his Rugby World Cup squad.

“New Zealand, the most positive attacking team in
the world, have their flip side. They are also the most
cynical cheats at a breakdown,” Barnes wrote.

Hansen gave short shrift to Barnes’s analysis and
said the All Blacks were no different to any team at
the tackle area. “I hadn’t even given it any thought,
waste of time,” Hansen told local media in Hamilton on
Monday in the leadup to the final warmup match
against Tonga on Saturday. “We’re no different to any
other team at the breakdown. But he’s got to say
something because he’s got to sell his papers. So let’s
not get caught up and buy into that.

“If he thinks that’s why we’re carrying three open-
sides, that’s good, carry on thinking that. It couldn’t
be further from the truth.” Bookmakers have installed
New Zealand as favourites to win an unprecedented
third successive World Cup in Japan despite results
suggesting the gap between the All Blacks and the
chasing pack has been closing in recent years.

Hansen declined to be drawn on which teams he
thought were genuine contenders but said he was
comfortable with the All Blacks being favourites.

“It doesn’t worry me, you’re better to be the
favourite than not the favourite,” he said. “If we
weren’t the favourite, it means we’re going poor. Even
when we’re going poor we’re the favourite.

“I’m happy where we’re at, and that’s all I’m wor-
ried about, because that’s all I can control.”

Hansen said one of his priorities was to get min-
utes into the legs of several players in the match
against 15th-ranked Tonga. Centre Jack Goodhue,
who sustained a hamstring injury in the recent defeat
to Australia in Perth, and flyhalf Richie Mo’unga, bat-
tling a shoulder injury, have yet to be passed fit to
return to the side. — Reuters

Pederson’s homer in 11th lifts Dodgers past D-backs

TORONTO:  Justin Verlander #35 of the Houston Astros celebrates with teammates after throwing a no hitter at the end
of the ninth inning during a MLB game against the Toronto Blue Jays at Rogers Centre in Toronto, Canada. — AFP

Kepu to bow out 
of Wallabies 
after World Cup
MELBOURNE: Australia prop Sekope Kepu said on Monday
he will retire from international rugby after the World Cup in
Japan, bringing the curtain down on a Wallabies career that
has brought him more than 100 test caps.

Kepu became just the ninth Australian test centurion
when he played world champions New Zealand in
Yokohama last year, and the nation’s first prop to reach the
milestone. He will be honoured with a farewell ceremony in
front of home fans after the Wallabies’ final World Cup
warmup against Samoa in Sydney on Saturday.

“It’s going to very special,” 105-cap Kepu said. “It’s
another massive challenge and something I’m definitely
looking forward to, running out in front of family and
friends as well as our home fans for the last time this year.

“I never thought I would have achieved that milestone
and to have done so, it’s something that makes me feel
very privileged and fortunate.” Japan will be the 33-year-
old’s third World Cup before he heads to England to play
with Premiership side London Irish next season.

Kepu made his test debut in 2008 against Italy in
Padova and got his first start against Samoa in Sydney in
2011. Kepu said he was leaving at a time when the
Wallabies have ample depth in their front row. “There’s
guys pushing for spots everywhere now. We have quality
depth in Australian Rugby and I’ll be looking from afar and
just excited about what we have,” he said.

“Guys like Allan (Alaalatoa) and Taniela (Tupou), they
have now established themselves at test level. “And then
Scotty (Sio), Slips (James Slipper), Tolu (Latu) and Folau
(Fainga’a) and all those guys - now we can play anyone in
that front row and you can guarantee they are going to do
the job, no matter who we are playing.”

Kepu, who started at tighthead prop in the 2015 World
Cup final against the All Blacks in England, has been
preparing with the Wallabies in New Caledonia ahead of
the Samoa test. He said officials needed to make more of
an effort to schedule tests against Pacific Island nations to
grow the game.

“Yeah I think so; one test a year and it’s on a rotation,”
said Kepu, who has Tongan heritage. “I know a lot of guys
playing for the Tongan team are thoroughly excited that
they’re playing New Zealand and testing themselves
against one of the best teams in the world,” he said of the
All Blacks’ warmup against Tonga in Hamilton on Saturday.

“I think that’ll only help.” The Wallabies said on
Monday they had flown outside back Jack Maddocks and
uncapped loose forward Rob Valetini to New Caledonia to
prepare for the Samoa test, with coach Michael Cheika
expected to rest a number of key players. — Reuters

KUWAIT: Mohammad Sadeq Al-Sultan began his journey with the sport of Karate in 1974, as a player, then coach,
referee and administrator. He got involved in the game before its federation was formed and continued until today.
Kuwait Karate Federation and its Chairman Mohammad Al-Jassim decided to honor Al-Sultan for his efforts.

Kleyn gets World 
Cup nod ahead of 
Irish veteran Toner
DUBLIN: South Africa-born Jean Kleyn who only became
eligible to play for Ireland in August edged out veteran
second row forward Devin Toner when head coach Joe
Schmidt announced his Rugby World Cup squad yester-
day. Kleyn, 26, won his first cap against Italy on August 10
two days after he became eligible through the three year
residency rule.

Toner can feel hard done by, the 33-year-old Leinster
stalwart — a key figure in the 2018 Six Nations Grand
Slam campaign — starting 50 of Schmidt’s 67 Test match-
es as Ireland boss. Also missing out is scrum-half Kieran
Marmion, who last November was praised for his mar-
shalling of the Ireland team that recorded a historic home
win over world champions New Zealand.

Leinster’s Luke McGrath goes as back-up to first
choice Conor Murray instead — much is expected of the
latter’s half-back partnership with world player of the year
Johnny Sexton. Sexton is due to play for the first time in
the fourth and final World Cup warm-up match on
Saturday in Dublin against Wales.

Grizzled hooker Rory Best — who showed a return to
some form in Saturday’s 22-17 win over Wales after a
much criticised performance in the 57-15 thrashing by

England — will captain the side in what will be his fourth
World Cup.

Sexton and Murray will be going to their third as will
fullback Rob Kearney, utility back Keith Earls, prop Cian
Healy and second choice hooker Sean Cronin. 

‘Difficult conundrum’ 
Schmidt, who caught people on the hop having said he

would make the squad public only after the match with
Wales, said it had been a tough call in several positions but
he is wary of striking the right balance which he admits he
did not in 2015. “There were some guys who obviously
had more experience and probably had more credit in the
bank and were more established,” Schmidt told IrishRugby
TV. “There were other guys who were trying to force their
way into the group and trying to get a balance of current
form versus previous performance, it’s always a very very
difficult conundrum to try to solve.

“It was one of those typical selection meetings where
maybe 20-25 of the players are listed straight away. “It’s
those ones where you are trying to get balance where it’s
very difficult to choose between two players and two play-
ers offer slightly different things.”

Schmidt is desperate to bow out as head coach with an
improved showing from 2015 when an injury-hit side were
blitzed by Argentina in the quarter-finals — the Irish have
never got further than the last eight.

They begin their Pool A campaign on September 22
against Scotland, generally regarded as their main rivals
for top spot although hosts Japan could have a say in that
too and the Irish face them on September 28. Russia and
Samoa make up the group. — AFP


