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activated in the beginning of June and effectively

ended at the end of August. She noted that inspections
were conducted round the clock on construction sites
to monitor violations. Up to 1,551 breaches were
recorded at 1,519 sites, she added. 

Kuwait Times monitored outdoor worksites across
the country during the ban period and reported numer-
ous violations including at construction sites in Kuwait
City, Salmiya, Shuwaikh, Jleeb, Farwaniya and other
locales around Kuwait. 
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subsequently accused Hezbollah of working with
Iran in Lebanon to produce precision-guided missiles.

Hezbollah had warned of retaliation, and on Sunday
it fired up to three anti-tank missiles from Lebanon at
an Israeli battalion headquarters near Avivim and at a
vehicle Israel said was a military ambulance. Israel
retaliated with around 100 artillery shells targeting the
squad that fired the missiles. Hezbollah issued a state-
ment soon afterward saying it had destroyed an Israeli
military vehicle and killed and wounded those inside.
Israel’s military later refuted the claim, saying no one
was injured, but Israeli media reported that a ruse may
have contributed to Hezbollah’s statement.

According to the reports, Israel’s military staged an
evacuation of two supposedly injured soldiers who
were not in fact wounded in order to deescalate the sit-
uation. The thinking was that Hezbollah could expect a
major response from Israel if soldiers were wounded
and would stop its assault, according to the reports.
Israel’s military declined to comment on the reports. It
appeared neither side wanted a prolonged escalation.

After the exchange of fire began, Lebanon’s Prime
Minister Saad Hariri contacted senior US and French
officials to urge their countries and the international
community to intervene. The UN called for restraint
and France said it had made “multiple contacts” to avert
further fire. The United States voiced concern while
noting it “fully supports Israel’s right to self defense.”

Israel had been on alert for a response from Hezbollah,
the Lebanese Shiite movement backed by Iran.
Hezbollah chief Hassan Nasrallah said Saturday his
movement had decided to respond to the alleged Israeli
drone attack.

The pre-dawn August 25 attack involved two drones -
one exploded and caused damage to a Hezbollah-run
media centre and another crashed without detonating
due to technical failure. The incident came hours after
Israel had launched strikes in Syria to prevent what it said
was an impending Iranian drone attack on its territory.
Hezbollah says two of its members were killed in that
strike. A source connected to Hezbollah called Sunday’s
missiles a response to those deaths and said a reaction to
the alleged drone attack would take place in the air.

Israel has carried out hundreds of strikes against
what it says are Iranian and Hezbollah targets in neigh-
boring Syria since the civil war began there in 2011. It
has pledged to prevent its arch-foe Iran from entrench-
ing itself militarily in Syria. Iran and Hezbollah, along
with Russia, have backed Syrian President Bashar Al-
Assad in the conflict. But a drone attack by Israel inside
Lebanon would mark a departure - what Nasrallah had
called the first such “hostile action” since a 2006 war
between them.

Sunday’s escalation came ahead of Israel’s
September 17 election. Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu is seen as wanting to avoid a major conflict
before the vote, but he has also warned that Israel was
“prepared for any scenario.” Shlomi Flax, head of the
emergency team in Yiron, another Israeli community
near the Lebanese border, said he was concerned but
felt the military was prepared. “We have zero minutes
to go to the shelters,” he said. “We are so close to the
border the army can’t notify us with a siren. But we are
used to it.” — AFP 
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But foreign ministry spokesman Raveesh Kumar
defended the process, saying the NRC “does not make
the excluded person ‘stateless’” and any decisions tak-
en would be consistent with Indian laws and its “demo-
cratic traditions”. “It (the NRC) also does not make him
or her a ‘foreigner’, within the legal meaning of the
term,” Kumar said in a statement released late Sunday.
“For those who are not in the final list, (they) will not be
detained and will continue to enjoy all the rights as
before till they have exhausted all the remedies avail-
able under the law.”

Assam is largely surrounded by Bangladesh and has
long seen influxes of migrants - even during Britain’s
colonial rule. But under the NRC, only those who can
demonstrate they or their forebears were in India
before 1971 can be included in the list. Those left off
have 120 days to appeal at so-called Foreigners
Tribunals, and can also appeal their case through the
courts. Critics have said the NRC process reflects the
BJP’s goal to serve Hindus, with a large chunk of those
excluded expected to be Muslims.

But there has been growing outrage among local BJP
leaders, who claim many Bengali-speaking Hindus - a key
vote bank for the party - had also been left off the list. It is
not yet clear what will happen to people who have
exhausted their legal avenues. In theory, they can be
placed in one of six detention centers with a view to pos-
sible deportation to Bangladesh. Dhaka has said previous-
ly the NRC is an “internal matter” for India and none of its
citizens had moved across the border since 1971. — AFP 
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More than three years since the United Kingdom
voted 52-48% in a referendum to leave the European
Union, it is still unclear on what terms, or indeed
whether, Brexit will take place. Corbyn, Labor’s veteran
socialist leader, will say he is ready to do everything
possible to stop a no-deal Brexit, describing it as a final
attempt to pull “our country back from the brink”.

In the parliamentary chess game over Brexit, it is
also unclear what Johnson’s response will be if the
alliance of rebel Conservative lawmakers and opposi-
tion parties succeed in defeating the government.
Johnson, the face of the 2016 Vote Leave campaign, has
cast rebels as EU “collaborators” who are undermining
the government’s negotiating hand by blunting his
threat of a no-deal Brexit.

“Their (the government’s) strategy, to be honest, is
to lose this week and then seek a general election,” said

David Gauke, a former justice minister who is one of
the rebel Conservative lawmakers. An election is one of
the options under consideration, BBC Political Editor
Laura Kuenssberg said. House of Commons Leader
Jacob Rees-Mogg said any wise party would prepare
for an election and that the rebel legislation would be
considered a matter of confidence in the government.

“It is important for the government to establish the
confidence of the House of Commons and this is essen-
tially a confidence matter: Who should control the leg-
islative agenda, Jeremy Corbyn or Boris Johnson?”
Rees-Mogg said. An election would open up three main
options: a Brexit-supporting government under
Johnson, a Labor government led by Corbyn or a hung
parliament that could lead to a coalition or minority
government of some kind.

After Johnson moved to suspend parliament ahead
of Brexit, opponents of a no-deal exit are seeking to
overturn his decision in the courts. Hearings are due on
Sept 3, Sept 5 and Sept 6. Nick Boles, a former
Conservative who now sits as an independent member
of parliament, said the rebels would seek to force the
government to ask the EU for a Brexit delay if it was
unable to ratify a revised Withdrawal Agreement by a
certain date in October. — Reuters

PM threatens 
Brexit rebels...

AADAISSE: A photograph taken from near the southern Lebanese village of Adaiseh shows vehicles driving along the border wall with Israel. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s Hezbollah movement and Israel
traded cross-border fire on Sunday, in a spat that came
after a week of heightened tensions between the two
rivals. Are both sides heading towards a repeat of a dead-
ly 2006 war or was the latest carefully weighted
exchange a sign they will step back from all-out conflict?
Analysts lean towards the latter but warn that Israel and
Hezbollah don’t hold all the cards.

Border flare-up? 
Hezbollah on Sunday said it destroyed a military vehi-

cle in northern Israel. Israel’s army said it responded with
around 100 artillery shells. Israeli officials refuted
Hezbollah claims that it had killed and wounded those
inside the military vehicle, saying there were no casual-
ties. The episode came amid soaring tensions after Israel
targeted Hezbollah with an air strike in Syria on August
24, which the Iran-backed group said killed two of its
members. 

Hezbollah also accused Israel of conducting a separate
drone attack hours later in its southern Beirut stronghold,
an incident it described as the most serious attack on

Lebanon since the 2006 conflict. Hezbollah said the unit
behind Sunday’s attack on northern Israel was named
after its two militants killed in the Syria strike. “This is a
clear message that this is a response to the attack in
Syria... and not a response to the (Beirut) drone attack,”
said Hezbollah expert Amal Saad. “It was definitely a very
calculated, contained and I would call it a responsible
response,” she said.

The response she said “takes care of not escalating the
situation and safeguards Lebanon” from an all-out con-
flict. Hezbollah’s number two Naim Qassem in an inter-
view with Russia Today last week played down talk of a
fresh war. “The atmosphere is an atmosphere of response
to an aggression,” he said.

Incident closed? 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said after

Sunday’s attack that his government was mulling the next
steps: “I have ordered that we be prepared for any sce-
nario.” Experts expect tensions to ease off, at least tem-
porarily. Saad said Hezbollah may be planning a separate
response to the Beirut drone attack “further down the

line”, saying it may be “low key”.  “I don’t think it would
be the kind of attack that would ignite a war by any
means,” she said. An official close to Hezbollah told AFP
that the second part of the retaliation “will be aerial and
confront Israeli drones”. Analyst Karim Bitar said he
would expect the tit-for-tat to end here if was up to
Hezbollah and Israel. “There is no real interest among the
two parties for a rapid escalation,” he said.

But a de-escalation is contingent on the state of affairs
between Hezbollah and Israel’s respective main allies,
Tehran and Washington. “The Trump administration’s pol-
icy of maximum pressure on Tehran not only aims to
weaken the Iranian economy, but also aims to crush Iran’s
wings by weakening its regional partners in Iraq, Syria
and Lebanon,” Bitar said. Another element of concern is
Israel’s September 17 election, Bitar said. “The history of
the last 20 years shows that election periods are some-
times conducive to flare-ups,” he said.

Balance of deterrence?
In 2006, after the killing and abduction of Israeli sol-

diers by Shiite militant group Hezbollah, Israel launched a

devastating offensive in Lebanon. The 33-day war killed
1,200 Lebanese - mostly civilians - and 160 Israelis,
mostly soldiers. Israel has since carried out hundreds of
strikes against Hezbollah targets in Syria, where the Iran-
backed party has deployed thousands of fighters since
2013 to help the regime battle rebels and jihadists.

Israel killed senior Hezbollah figures in separate
attacks in 2015. In both cases, the Shiite group responded
with border attacks. Analysts and Hezbollah’s number two
Naim Qassem himself, speaking to the movement TV
channel, said Sunday’s attack was aimed at maintaining “a
balance of deterrence”. “Hezbollah firmly believes that
any response is a move that is actually preventing war,”
Amal Saad said.

Hezbollah, which has grown into Iran’s most powerful
regional proxy, wields huge influence in Lebanese politics
and its military might is said to outstrip the state’s. Israel’s
military capabilities, which include cutting-edge technol-
ogy and a fleet of the world’s most advanced fighter jets,
are vastly superior. But reports that Hezbollah is acquir-
ing precision-guided missiles with Iran’s help are raising
alarm across the border. — AFP 

Hezbollah and Israel: New war or restraint? 


