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WASHINGTON: Hurricane Dorian has slammed
into the northern Bahamas, one of the strongest
storms to make landfall in history. It’s also the
fifth Category 5 storm to form in the Atlantic in
the past four years. Here are some facts about
what makes a Category 5 storm and what to
expect as climate change supercharges our
weather.

What is a Category 5?    
Scientists rank hurricanes from one to five on

what is called the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane
Wind Scale. Category 5 storms have sustained
winds of at least 157 miles per hour. In addition
to devastating winds, Category 5 storms unleash
catastrophic storm surge-tsunami-like flooding-
when they make landfall. Hurricane Dorian’s sus-
tained winds reached 185 miles per hour, tying
the top speed at landfall ever recorded in the
Atlantic, according to the National Hurricane
Center. Dorian’s arrival also makes the past four
years the longest consecutive stretch on record
with at least one Category 5 storm per year in
the Atlantic. The last longest stretch was from
2003 to 2005.

Storms big and small 
Hurricane Matthew in 2016 was the first

Category 5 storm in the Atlantic since 2007.
Other recent Category 5’s include Hurricane
Irma, which battered the Caribbean and the
southern United States in September 2017.
Hurricane Katrina, which killed over 1,800 peo-
ple across the US Gulf Coast in 2005, was also a
Category 5. In contrast, Hurricane Florence in

2018 weakened to a Category 1 event before
touching down in the Carolinas, though it was
still extremely dangerous.

“A lower category storm can still be danger-
ous and do a lot of damage,” Emmanuel Bocrie,
a forecaster at the Meteo France weather serv-
ice, warned at the time. Florence dumped mas-
sive amounts of rain in the Carolinas, causing
flooding and leaving hundreds stranded without
electricity.

Violent times    
In 2018, a string of catastrophic storms-

including Florence and Hurricane Michael, in
September and October-killed dozens of peo-
ple and caused a total of $32 billion (29 billion
euros) in damage in North Carolina, South
Carolina and Florida. Michael was the

strongest storm to hit the continental United
States since 1969. In May, the NOAA forecast-
ing service predicted a “near-normal” Atlantic
hurricane season for 2019. But authorities
encouraged Americans to prepare, as more
than 80 million people live in high-risk areas,
even if  they aren’t actually on the coast.
Damage from hurricanes is usually caused
more by flooding than by high winds.

Worse to come? 
Scientists have long predicted that global

warming will make tropical storms more
destructive, and some say the evidence for this
may already be visible. Warmer oceans add to
the raw fuel on which hurricanes feed, and high-
er sea levels boost storm surges that may over-
come coastal defenses. — AFP
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WASHINGTON: When a patient dies
waiting for a kidney in the United States,
they’re generally considered the unfor-
tunate victim of a growing donor short-
age.  But the reality is more troubling: in
the vast majority of such cases, patients
had multiple opportunities to receive a
transplant, but the organs were declined
by their transplant team. “What we
found is 84 percent of kidneys in the US
get turned down at least one time, which
is crazy,” Sumit Mohan, lead author of a
study published Friday in the influential
JAMA Network Open journal, told AFP.

It comes on the heels of another paper
this week that found the US rejects about
3,500 kidneys each year because of the
donors’ advanced age, even though 60
percent of these would be used in France
where they prolong life and are useful
especially for older recipients. The new
analysis found that for each patient who
received a kidney from 2008 to 2015,
their medical team rejected a median of
17 organs before finally accepting one.

The teams of patients who died while
waiting received a median average of 16
offers that they turned down. Overall, 10

candidates with at least one previous
offer died each day during the study peri-
od. “What’s more problematic is that
people are saying no without talking to
the patients,” said Mohan. When a poten-
tial donor dies, their kidney is removed
and offered to dialysis patients on a wait-
ing list. It is sent to the patient’s hospital,
which is given one hour to respond. 

Most of the time, hospitals will reject
the offer in the hope that another of a
higher quality score comes along. For
Mohan and his colleagues, the excessive
focus on this score is a problem, because
patients would be more inclined to accept
a kidney with a lower score if it means
being able to get off dialysis, a procedure
that requires multiple hospital visits per
week and has an average life expectancy
of 5-10 years. This cautious approach
could be explained in part by hospitals’
desire to maintain a high one year sur-
vival rate for transplant patients, because
their certification depends on this. But
“it’s always better to get a transplant than
to die, obviously, getting a low quality
kidney transplant will also have been bet-
ter than dying,” said Mohan. — AFP
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NASSAU, Bahamas: A view of the waves near the beach during the approach of Hurricane Dorian in
Nassau, Bahamas. — AFP

In US, 84% of donor kidneys
rejected at least once, says study


