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Pakistan grants India access 
to alleged spy on death row

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan said it would grant consular
access to an alleged Indian spy on death row yesterday,
weeks after the International Court of Justice called for a
review of his sentence in a case that has stoked tensions
between the nuclear-armed rivals. “Consular access for
Indian spy Commander Kulbhushan Jadhav, a serving
Indian naval officer and RAW operative, is being provided
on Monday 2 September 2019,” tweeted foreign ministry
spokesman Mohammad Faisal late Sunday. 

A senior Indian government official confirmed the
meeting, and told AFP that New Delhi hoped “Pakistan
will ensure right atmosphere so that the meeting is free,
fair, meaningful and effective in keeping with the letter
and spirit of the ICJ orders”. The decision comes weeks
after the ICJ in July ordered Islamabad to provide the
prisoner with consular access but rejected India’s demand
that Jadhav be freed.

The former Indian naval officer was arrested in March
2016 in Pakistan’s restive southwestern province of
Balochistan — a region where Islamabad has long
accused New Delhi of backing separatist rebels.
According to Indian officials, Jadhav retired from the
navy in 2001 and was running a “logistics” business in
the Iranian port of Chabahar.  New Delhi insists he was
taken captive in Iran before being moved to Pakistan and
then forced to confess.

Tensions have soared between the arch-rivals in recent
weeks following Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s move
last month to revoke the autonomy of its portion of the
disputed Kashmir region. In response Pakistani Prime
Minister Imran Khan has launched a diplomatic offensive
against India and led mass protests lambasting Modi.
Kashmir has been divided between India and Pakistan

since independence, and has been the spark for two major
wars and countless skirmishes between the rivals.

9/11 plotters
In other news, alleged 9/11 plotter Khalid Sheikh

Mohammed and four others held at the Guantanamo Bay
prison camp will finally go on trial in 2021, almost two
decades after the devastating Al-Qaeda attack, the New
York Times reported Friday. A military judge at the US
Navy’s Guantanamo, Cuba base set the date for the
death-penalty trial for January 11, 2021, according to the
newspaper. The date was included in a scheduling order
for pre-trial activities by the military judge, Colonel Shane
Cohen, the Times said.

The five will be the first to go on trial in the military
commissions established to handle the “War on Terror”
detainees captured and sent to Guantanamo after
September 11, 2001 attacks that left 2,976 people dead in
New York, Pennsylvania and Washington. Mohammed,
Walid bin Attash, Ramzi Binalshibh, Ali Abd Al-Aziz Ali,
and Mustafa Al-Hawsawi were accused of planning and
participating in the plot hatched by Al-Qaeda leader
Osama bin Laden to hijack four airliners and crash them
into New York’s World Trade Center and buildings in
Washington.

Two of the planes struck the World Trade Center,
another hit the Pentagon and a fourth crashed into a field
in Pennsylvania after passengers, having learned of the
other flights, fought the hijackers.  The five were formally
charged in 2012 with conspiracy, attacking civilians,
murder in violation of the law of war, aircraft hijacking
and terrorism. 

Mohammed, a Pakistan native thought to be about 54,

is a key figure in the trial: he has been accused of being
the mastermind of the 9/11 plot. He was captured in
Pakistan in 2003. Turned over to the US Central

Intelligence Agency, he underwent severe torture, includ-
ing repeated waterboarding, as US officials sought to
learn more about the plot and Al-Qaeda. — AFP 

BERUWALA: Sri Lanka presidential candidate
Gotabaya Rajapaksa has been a polarizing figure for
much of his political life. It is an image he is trying to
change. When he was defense chief in his brother
Mahinda Rajapaksa’s government he crushed ethnic
Tamil separatist rebels, bringing a 26-year-long civil
war to a close. But relatives of dead or missing Tamils
have accused him of war crimes, including extra-judi-
cial killings and abductions, in lawsuits filed against
him in the United States. Rajapaksa has denied the
accusations.

His failure to publicly distance himself from radical
Buddhist monks makes him a figure of suspicion in the
minority Muslim community, as well as among some in
the small Christian community. In 2013, he was chief
guest at the opening of a leadership academy run by a
hardline Buddhist group, the Bodu Bala Sena (BBS).
Groups such as BBS see the minorities as a potential
threat to the Sinhala Buddhist majority in Sri Lanka. But
that hasn’t stopped Rajapaksa and his Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) party from seeking to woo
Muslim and Christian voters after he recently declared
he was standing in the election due to be held by Dec. 9.

His overtures might work in parts of the Christian
community fearful after Easter Sunday bombings of
churches and hotels by Islamist militants that killed 250
people. Some Christians say they are looking for
stronger security policies, even if that means going
with a hardliner like Rajapaksa. But Muslims are less
convinced because they suspect a Rajapaksa govern-
ment may turn a blind eye to attacks by Buddhist
extremists. That is what some say happened in 2014
when anti-Muslim riots in the southwestern Kalutara
district displaced thousands during the time of his
brother’s presidency.

A spokesman for the Rajapaksa’s SLPP, Keheliya
Rambukwella, said the riots were orchestrated to turn
Muslims away from the Rajapaksa camp. As a politi-
cian who respected all communities and religions,
Rajapaksa was doing the “right thing” by visiting
houses of worship, Rambukwella said. “It gives a mes-
sage very clearly that he wants communal harmony.”
Rajapaksa’s office declined a request for an interview
with him.

Tamil fears
He has yet to tour the Tamil-dominated north and

east of Sri Lanka but has said he would work toward
fulfilling their aspirations, including more regional
autonomy. Relatives of Tamils missing since the end of
the war, former cadres of the Tamil Tiger insurgent
group and people who say their land has been occu-
pied by the military, interviewed by Reuters in recent
days, said they feared a military clampdown if
Rajapaksa rose to power. But one Tamil party, the
Eelam People’s Democratic Party, is pro-Rajapaksa and
says only his leadership can fulfil regional demands.

The political calculations are clear. While Sri Lanka
is 70% Sinhala Buddhist, some Buddhists support cur-
rent Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe’s rival cen-
tre-right United National Party (UNP). Muslims
account for about 10% of the island nation’s 21 million
population and Christians nearly 7%. Hardline Buddhist
monks enjoyed impunity during Mahinda Rajapaksa’s
government, antagonizing minorities who voted over-
whelmingly against him in 2015, said Hilmy Ahamed,
vice president of the Muslim Council of Sri Lanka.

Muslims would not be safe if Rajapaksa won the
presidential election, said A.R.M Badiuddin, a former
local council head in Dharga Town, about 80 km south
of Colombo, which was caught up in the 2014 riots.
“The Rajapaksas have betrayed us,” said Badiuddin, on
a day Rajapaksa was due to visit a historic mosque,
near his village home. “Muslims won’t forget and won’t
help them.”

On Aug. 17, the centuries old Kechimale Mosque,
which looks out over the Indian Ocean, was unusually
busy for a Saturday evening as it prepared for the first
ever visit by Gotabaya Rajapaksa and his brother,
Mahinda. Hundreds waited for nearly four hours before
they arrived in the late evening. — Reuters

Polarizing Sri Lankan
politician reaches 
out to minorities 

‘Pakistan will ensure the meeting is free, fair, meaningful and effective’

US envoy meets
with Afghanistan
president 
KABUL: The US envoy leading efforts to forge a deal
with the Taleban has met with Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani in Kabul, officials said yesterday, as a
historic agreement with the insurgents appeared
close. Zalmay Khalilzad has spent about a year meet-
ing with the Taleban in Doha in a series of talks aimed
at ending America’s 18-year-old war in Afghanistan.

The deal centers on a US troop withdrawal in
return for several security guarantees from the
Taleban, broader peace talks between the insurgents
and the Afghan government, and an eventual cease-
fire. Khalilzad — a former US ambassador to
Afghanistan and Iraq — arrived in Kabul Sunday
evening following a ninth round of talks up with the
Taleban in the Qatari capital. He met with Ghani then
and on Monday, when he showed the Afghan leader a
draft of the US-Taleban agreement, officials said.

“We will look into the document and discussions
with Amb Khalilzad and team will continue,” Ghani’s
advisor Waheed Omar tweeted, adding that addi-
tional details would be provided later in the day.
Afghanistan’s Chief Executive Abdullah Abdullah
said in a statement he too had been briefed and
assured of “a thorough and sustainable peace in
Afghanistan”. The discussions are significant
because the Afghan government has been largely
sidelined from talks until now, though any eventual
deal would require the Taleban to talk to Ghani,
whom they view as a US stooge.

On Sunday, Khalilzad said the US and the Taleban
were at the “threshold” of a deal that would reduce
violence and pave the way for “sustainable” peace.
But even as negotiations have entered their apparent
final stage, violence has continued apace across
Afghanistan. On Saturday, the Taleban attempted to
seize Kunduz in the north, and on Sunday, they
launched an operation in the city of Pul-e Khumri, the
capital of neighboring Baghlan province.

Afghan officials yesterday said Pul-e Khumri had
been cleared of Taleban fighters. US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo has previously said he hoped a
peace deal would be finalized before September 1,
ahead of Afghan polls due September 28. Suhail
Shaheen, the Taleban’s spokesman in Doha, said
Saturday a deal was “near to finalized” but did not
specify what obstacles remain. — AFP 

Indonesia deports 
four Australians for 
demonstrating in Papua
JAKARTA: Four Austral ians were deported from
Indonesia’s Papua region yesterday, the immigration
department said, after they allegedly took part in
demonstrations demanding independence for the restive
province. Impoverished Papua, where a low-level insur-
gency against Indonesian control has simmered for
decades, has seen two weeks of mass protests and dead-
ly riots sparked by anger over racism and fresh calls for
self-rule.

The four foreigners entered the island region on a yacht
through the port of Sorong on August 10, Indonesian
immigration official Erlangga Dwi Saputra told AFP. They
were “suspected of taking part in demonstrations demand-
ing Papua’s independence in front of Sorong mayor’s
office”, the local immigration department said in a state-
ment. It came as police in Papua, Indonesia’s easternmost
territory which shares a border with independent Papua
New Guinea, banned demonstrations that could lead to
“anarchist acts”.

On Sunday, police said dozens had been arrested in
connection with rioting in the region’s capital, while
Indonesia said it would deploy around 2,500 more police
and troops to the province. The Australians — identified as
Tom Baxter, 37, Danielle Hellyer, 31, Ruth Irene Cobbold,

25, and Cheryl Melinda Davidson, 36 — were flown out of
Papua to the island of Bali on Monday, Saputra said. Three
were due to fly to Australia on Monday evening, while
Davidson will be sent there tomorrow.

According to Saputra, three of the four had participat-
ed in a demonstration in Sorong and raised the forbidden
“Morning Star” Papuan flag on August 27. Police found the
fourth on the group’s yacht, he added. The unrest across

Papua appears to have been triggered by the mid-August
arrest of dozens of Papuan students in Java, who were also
racially abused. Jakarta took control of the former Dutch
colony in the 1960s after an independence referendum
widely viewed as a sham. Indonesian authorities are
deeply sensitive about Papua. In May, a Polish man was
sentenced to five years in prison for plotting with rebels to
overthrow the government in the province. — AFP 

ISLAMABAD: A car carrying Indian diplomats is pictured as they leave the Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry building after
meeting with an Indian spy Commander Kulbhushan Jadhav, a serving Indian naval officer and RAW operative. — AFP 

Mozambique: 
From civil war 
to fragile peace
MAPUTO: Pope Francis flies out tomorrow to
Mozambique, where a historic peace deal last month has
promised to end a decades-long conflict that left around a
million people dead. The country’s government and ex-
rebel group Renamo, which is now the main opposition
party, signed the pact after marathon negotiations. Here is
a timeline of developments.

1975: Independence 
Civil war breaks out after Mozambique gains inde-

pendence from Portugal in 1975. The Marxist-inspired
Frelimo government and rival rebels Renamo begin a 16-
year conflict which devastates the economy and leaves
around a million people dead.

1992: Peace deal 
Renamo enters politics after a peace pact signed in

Rome, paving the way for multi-party general elections
two years later. The rebel group loses that vote as well

as subsequent elections and becomes the official oppo-
sition party.

2013: Fresh violence 
Renamo takes up arms again, rejecting the 1992 peace

deal. Clashes erupt again between government forces and
Renamo combatants, lasting until 2016.

2016: Ceasefire 
Frelimo’s candidate, Filipe Nyusi, is elected president in

2014. Two years later, the long-running leader of Renamo,
Afonso Dhlakama, declares a unilateral ceasefire and starts
talks with Nyusi’s government. The two leaders agree to
give Renamo control of several provinces, but disarma-
ment of rebel forces proves a major stumbling block. 

2019: Fragile peace 
After Dhlakama’s death in 2018, his successor Ossufo

Momade takes up negotiations with the government.  On
August 6 2019, the two sides sign an accord under which
they formally agree to end military hostilities. The deal
requires Renamo fighters to either return to civilian life
with financial help or join the police and army. In all, more
than 5,000 Renamo members are required to surrender
their weapons. However, the agreement remains fragile.
Presidential, legislative and provincial elections, in which
both Renamo and Frelimo will take part, are due to be held
on October 15. — AFP 

BANDUNG: Papuan students take part in a rally in Bandung yesterday, calling for Papua’s independence from
Indonesia. — AFP 

MAPUTO: A woman runs by the Statue of Samora Machel, the first Mozambican President, in downtown
Maputo. — AFP 


