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Pontiff to travel 
in locally-made
popemobile for
Madagascar trip
ANTANANARIVO:  Over the decades, popemo-
biles have typically been the preserve of major car
manufacturers such as Mercedes, Ford and Fiat. But
the vehicle that will carry Pope Francis around the
streets of the capital of Madagascar for his visit
there this week is locally-made — and its furnish-
ings are simple and open, in line with the pope’s
distaste for luxury and aloofness.

Painted in an immaculate white and adorned
with two Vatican flags, the open-topped vehicle is
made by a Madagascar company called Karenjy.
“It’s with great joy that we present you the pope-
mobile,” the apostolic nuncio, or Vatican envoy, to
the island, Paolo Rocco Gualtieri, told the press
ahead of the visit. “Pope Francis will be delighted to
visit Madagascar in this car.”

The pope, making his maiden visit to
Madagascar, arrives in the capital Antananarivo on
Friday from Mozambique, the first port of call on an
East African tour that will also include Mauritius.
Karenjy, whose name means “Stroll” in the
Madagascan language, has followed familiar design
principles for the vehicle. It has a high roof to pro-
tect the pope from sun or rain, a pivoting seat from
which he can salute the crowds and a glass screen
to allow all-round visibility for the public.

But it breaks with classic popemobiles in that
the canopy is not bullet-proof. “The specifications
set by the Vatican for the manufacture of this car
have been met in every aspect,” Karenjy’s repre-
sentative Jean Fleuris Jaotody told reporters. “The
pope chose not to have bulletproof glass. He
prefers simple cars,” said Father Germain
Rajoelison, deputy coordinator of the papal visit to
Madagascar. “He doesn’t like to have a wall sepa-
rating him (from the faithful). He really wants to be
close to the people.”

The one-off vehicle is the fruit of five months of
labour by 15 workers at Karenjy’s site in
Fianarantsoa, southeastern Madagascar. The com-
pany, which started life in 1984, uses French-made
engines for the sturdy, if boxy, all-terrain vehicles,
priced at a relatively modest $7,100 (6,500 euros)
and adapted for local needs. It makes just a few
dozen a year. In 1989, the little-known company
scored a PR coup when taking Pope John Paul II for
a spin when he visited Fianarantsoa. —AFP

MORIA: Greek officials and UN workers began evac-
uating hundreds of migrants from the Greek island of
Lesbos yesterday, where overcrowding and the crush-
ing heat have made conditions unbearable. A first
group of 635 Afghans at the Moria camp were trans-
ferred early yesterday towards the north of Greece,
scrambling into police buses under the supervision of
UN refugee agency workers. “I hope to get out of this
hell quickly,” 21-year-old Mohamed Akberi, who
arrived at the camp five days earlier, said.

The migrants were taken onto a ship, the Caldera
Vista, bound for the port of Thessaloniki on mainland
Greece. Another 700 migrants are due to be trans-
ferred today, under a decision taken by the Greek
government at an emergency meeting Saturday. The
government agreed on the emergency transfer of the
migrants, prioritizing unaccompanied minors and oth-
er vulnerable people. But they also agreed to do away
with the appeal procedures for asylum seekers to
facilitate their swift return to Turkey.

Greece will also step up border patrols with the
help of the EU border control agency Frontex. AFP
journalists could see regular Greek police boat patrols
off the island. There has been growing tension
between the two countries over the steady flow of
migrants arriving on the Greek islands in the Aegean,
which lie just off the Turkish coast. After the EU
signed an agreement with Turkey in March 2016,
tighter checks made access to the Greek islands from
Turkey more difficult. But in recent months, nearly a
hundred people on average have managed to make the
crossing every day.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees said that
the island of Lesbos was sheltering nearly 11,000
people at the end of August — four times its capacity.
In August alone, more than 3,000 people had arrived
there, said the agency. And last Thursday, 13 boats
carrying 540 people, 240 of the children, arrived at
the island — an unprecedented surge in arrivals that

has alarmed the relatively new conservative govern-
ment. Migrants at the Moria camp have complained
that the hygiene conditions are sub-standard and that
there are no tents for the new arrivals.

Migrant vessel seized 
Elsewhere, Italian authorities yesterday seized

the charity rescue vessel Eleonore with around 100
migrants aboard, who are to disembark after the
ship entered Italian territorial waters despite a ban.
“The Eleonore will soon arrive at Pozzallo,” Sicily,
tweeted German charity Lifeline which operates
the vessel.

The ship has been at sea for eight days waiting for
a safe port to dock after rescuing around 100
migrants in distress whi le crossing the
Mediterranean. Three charity vessels are currently
banned from entering Italian territorial waters in
accordance with the hardline politics of the outgoing
League-Five Star Movement coalition government.

Italy customs officers seized the Eleonore as part
of the draconian legislation after it sailed into Italian
waters yesterday. The ship’s captain Claus-Pieter
Reisch said he headed for Italy as “the situation on
board is life-threatening” because of heavy rain
overnight and stormy seas. Another rescue vessel,
the Mare Jonio, with 31 rescued migrants on board
was yesterday holding its position in international
waters off Italy’s southern Lampedusa island await-
ing a safe port, Luca Faenzi spokesman said. 

The Mare Jonio rescued 98 people in distress off
Libya last week, with 67 vulnerable people disem-
barked to Italy, including women, children and
urgent medical cases, Faenzi said. A third vessel, the
Alan Kurdi operated by German charity Sea Eye,
was yesterday sailing between Malta and Italy after
also being banned from Italian waters by outgoing
far-right interior minister Matteo Salvini.

Salvini, who is being removed from the govern-
ment after he tried to bring it down, issued a tough
security decree earlier this year which fines rescue
vessels a million euros and provides for them to be

seized and their captains prosecuted if they enter
Italian waters without authorization. Prime Minister
Giuseppe Conte is in talks to form a new govern-
ment without Salvini. —AFP

The crushing heat have made conditions unbearable

Hundreds of migrants moved from 
‘hell’ of overcrowded Greek island

LESBOS: Refugees and migrants board a ship at the port of Mytilene, on the island of Lesbos yesterday
as hundreds of migrants leave Lesbos, helping to ease overcrowding at the Moria camp. —AFP

Italy’s Five Star 
Movement joins 
establishment
ROME: Born 10 years ago from a grass-
roots rebellion against traditional poli-
tics, Italy’s Five Star Movement has
evolved into a party capable of forging
alliances with the far-right and now the
left. Founded by comedian Beppe Grillo
and digital marketing specialist
Gianroberto Casaleggio, the anti-estab-
lishment M5S initially refused any
alliances. But March 2018 elections saw
the M5S become the biggest party in
Italian politics with 32 percent of the
vote, and they eventually formed a coali-
tion with Matteo Salvini’s populist, anti-
migrant League. 

A little over a year later, the M5S is
now in talks with the centre-left
Democratic Party (PD) to form a new
coalition after Salvini tried to bring
down the government in a failed power
grab. The M5S has lost ground to the
League over the last 14 months, drop-
ping to 17 percent in May’s European
parliamentary elections, while the
League went from 17 percent last year
to 34 percent this year. “In Italy, given

the constitution and the electoral law
(which mixes proportional representa-
tion with first past the post), the only
way to enter into power is to make
compromises and that’s what M5S has
learned,” said Emiliana De Blasio, politi-
cal science lecturer at Rome’s Luiss
University.

“Without these compromises, they
would have stayed in the corner of the
political landscape without ever being
able to play a role in the country’s
public life,” she said. The M5S is atypi-
cal in its organization and ideology,
neither right nor left wing, but rather
created as an alternative to “establish-
ment” parties, as typified by their lat-
est ally, the PD. Its transformation from
protest movement to governing party
played out in successive elections,
starting in 2013 when it came in a sur-
prise third place. At the time, it was the
charismatic Grillo and his diatribes
against Italy’s political “caste” that
dominated the M5S.

U-turns 
Dignity, hope, transparency were the

watchwords on Grillo’s extremely popu-
lar blog and in his rally speeches. “This
position seduced voters exasperated by
a political class characterized by scan-
dals and corruption, who felt aban-
doned by those in government,” said

political analyst Gianfranco Pasquino.
“But once in government the movement
was confronted with the reality of pow-
er and had to change its political line on
a raft of subjects, which disconcerted its
own voters,” Pasquino said.

This change coincided with the nam-
ing of Luigi Di Maio as the Movement’s
political leader. In his 30s, with a rela-
tively slick image compared to the

unkempt Grillo, the choice of Di Maio
showed a party transformed and ready
to move on from its purely protest logic.
Besides forming political alliances, Di
Maio’s M5S changed course on several
policies, notably on remaining in the
eurozone. For years M5S had a highly
eurosceptic position, which went as far
as calling for a consultative referendum
on keeping the single currency. —AFP

Seven dead after 
‘out of nowhere’ 
flood in Kenya
HELL’S GATE NATIONAL PARK: A tourist
who lost his wife and four other family mem-
bers in a flash flood in Kenya told AFP yes-
terday the wall of water surged “out of
nowhere” as they hiked to a popular gorge.
Seven bodies have been recovered since
Sunday when floodwaters rushed through
Hell’s Gate National Park, a weekend get-
away from Nairobi that featured in “Tomb
Raider: The Cradle of Life”. Six others from
the hiking party of 13 managed to escape.

The violent torrent swept away five peo-
ple from the same family — four Kenyans
and an Indian resident. Two other Kenyans
— one a family friend, and another a hiking
guide — also perished. At least two minors
were among the dead, a family member told
AFP. Ivraj Singh Hayer, who lost his wife,

cousin, his cousin’s wife, a niece and a
nephew, said it was drizzling when they
arrived at the picturesque gorge and their
guide advised them to stay at the entrance.
“Then at around 3 o clock, water came out of
nowhere,” he said. “It’s still difficult for me to
understand how exactly this happened. We
were trying not to get caught by the water
but my family, they were taken one by one”.
A police officer taking part in the recovery
operation told AFP: “All seven bodies of
those swept away have been found.”

Desperate escape 
The deep gorges of the Hell’s Gate park are

often lashed by heavy rains. In 2012, seven
young Kenyans drowned at the same spot in the
Ol Jorowa gorge, a highlight of the park about
100 kilometers northwest of the Kenyan capital
Nairobi, and just south of Lake Naivasha. Since
then, tour guides have “been trained to detect
storm water flowing downstream towards the
gorge,” said the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS),
which manages the park.

“Every group is usually accompanied by
experienced guides who are able to alert

tourists of impending emergencies and direct
them to exit points. “Since the last similar
tragedy in 2012, we have created clearly
marked emergency exists along the whole
gorge as escape routes in case of danger like
the flash floods.” Hayer said he waited for the

raging waters to ease before scrambling up
an embankment with his niece’s friend and
their drive to escape. “We ran upwards. We
all got stuck in the quicksand, we thought we
were gone. But then we just had hope, and
we pulled ourselves out,” he said. —AFP

NAKURU: Rescue team carry bodies of 7 tourists retrieved at Suswa area of Nakuru
County yesterday after they were swept by flash floods the day before while hiking
a gorge at Hells Gate National Park in Naivasha, Nakuru. —AFP

ROME: Head of the M5S Five start political movement, outgoing Italy’s Labor and
Industry Minister and deputy PM Luigi Di Maio (C) waves as he arrives along with
Head of Senate M5S Five Star movement parliamentary group Stefano Patuanelli (L)
for a meeting with the Italian President as part of a second round of consultations
with political parties at the Quirinal presidential palace. —AFP

Aussie newbie 
pilot lands plane 
after instructor 
blacks out
SYDNEY: An Australian man ven-
turing into the skies for a first flying
lesson has been forced to make an
“amazing” solo landing after his
instructor blacked out mid-flight.
Max Sylvester’s wife and three kids
watched from the ground as air

traffic control talked him through
safely landing the Cessna two-
seater at Perth’s Jandakot airport
on Saturday.

The 30-something had issued a
panicked mayday call from an alti-
tude of 1,900 meters, after his
instructor slumped onto his shoulder
and could not be woken. “Do you
know how to operate the aero-
plane,” the air traffic controller in
Perth asked urgently, according to a
recording of their exchange. “This is
my first lesson,” Sylvester respond-
ed, adding that he had never landed
an aircraft before.

Realizing the enormity of the task
at hand, the tower responded: “The
first thing that we are going to do is
make sure that the wings stay level.”
He was instructed to maintain alti-
tude and to make a pass above the
runway to get a sense of the terrain
and become more at ease.”You’re
doing a really great job,” the opera-
tor reassures the trainee as some-
one more familiar with the aircraft
was rushed to the tower. “I know
this is really stressful. But you’re
going to do an amazing job and
we’re going to help you get down
to the ground, OK?” —AFP

Afghan man who 
stabbed US
tourists on trial 
in Amsterdam
THE HAGUE: An Afghan man suspect-
ed of stabbing two American tourists
last year at Amsterdam’s Central
Station told judges yesterday he trav-
elled to the Netherlands “to protect
the Prophet Mohammed (PBUH)”. The

20-year-old man, only identified as
“Jawed S”, appeared at a two-day
hearing in a heavily fortified courtroom
in Amsterdam, where he faces two
attempted murder charges with the aim
of committing an act of terror.

“I came to the Netherlands to pro-
tect my prophet,” Jawed S told the
judges in reference to the August 31
incident last year that sent midday
commuters into a panic and left two
severely injured victims. “I was plan-
ning to kill unfair and cruel people,
those who make it possible for the
Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) to be
insulted,” national news agency ANP
quoted him as saying. Jawed S previ-

ously mentioned anti-Islam politician
Geert Wilders, and his knife assault
came a day after the far-right MP
announced he was cancelling moves to
stage a cartoon competition to carica-
ture the Prophet Mohammed (PBUH).

Wilders pulled the plug on the
competition at the time saying he
wanted to “avoid the risk of making
people victims of Islamist violence”.
Asked what Jawed S planned to
achieve with his action, he told judges
“I wanted to defend my religion and
make it clear that my religion should
be left alone. “If you don’t do that, you
should be prepared for these kind of
actions,” he said. —AFP


