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JERUSALEM: Israeli troops roll a comrade wrapped in
apparent blood-stained bandages on a stretcher, but the
dramatic scene shot after a flare-up with Lebanon’s
Hezbollah may not have been what it seemed. Reports of
an alleged military ruse filled Israeli front pages yesterday,
along with a photo of the soldier with mock wounds, pur-
portedly as part of a plan to restore calm after Sunday’s
cross-border spat with the Iran-backed Shiite movement.

Israeli media said the thinking may have been that fak-
ing casualties would de-escalate the situation by allowing
Hezbollah to believe it had successfully carried out its
revenge mission. That coupled with the fact that casual-
ties among Israeli soldiers would lead to a harsh response
from the Israeli military would then cause Hezbollah to
halt its assault, the reports said. There would then be time
for Israel to respond.

Israel’s military declined to comment on the reports, but
a hospital issued a statement that added fuel to accounts
that such a plan existed. The Rambam hospital in the
northern Israeli city of Haifa distributed a video showing
what appeared to be a military helicopter landing there. It
then shows what seems to be two people being taken out
on stretchers. “They were removed from the helicopter,
examined in the emergency room and released without
treatment,” it said, without providing further details.

Israel’s military said after Sunday’s exchange of fire
that there had been no casualties, and Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu later took it further by saying “not
even a scratch”. The escalation, which followed a week of
rising tensions, began with Hezbollah firing up to three
anti-tank missiles at an Israeli military vehicle and a bat-

talion headquarters near the Lebanese border. Israel
retaliated with around 100 artillery shells targeting the
squad that fired the missiles. Hezbollah issued a statement
soon afterwards saying it had destroyed an Israeli military
vehicle and killed and wounded those inside. It was
unclear if the reported ruse by Israel had fuelled
Hezbollah’s statement.

‘Type of fog’ 
One retired Israeli general who spoke to AFP on con-

dition of anonymity called it psychological warfare meant
to “confuse Hezbollah”. He said he believed that it was a
mistake to later reveal there had been no casualties. “It
should have remained as a type of fog — that was the
military plan at least,” the ex-general said. Netanyahu’s
main opponent in the upcoming September 17 elections,
Benny Gantz, said “the government’s policy of ambiguity
was harmed”.

Israel had been on alert for an attack from Hezbollah
after it threatened to respond to an alleged Israeli drone
attack on the group’s Beirut stronghold. Israel has not
acknowledged the August 25 drone attack, but it subse-
quently accused Hezbollah of working with Iran to pro-
duce precision-guided missiles in Lebanon. The drone
incident came hours after Israel had launched strikes in
Syria to prevent what it said was an impending Iranian
drone attack on its territory. Hezbollah says two of its
members were killed in that strike. A source connected to
Hezbollah called Sunday’s missile fire a response to those
deaths and said a reaction to the alleged drone attack
would take place in the air. — AFP
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UN orders Bosnia 
to compensate 
wartime rape victim
SARAJEVO: The UN Committee Against Torture has
made a “landmark” ruling calling on Bosnia to com-
pensate a victim of wartime rape and provide free
medical and psychological care, according to the
NGO Trial International. The legal organization
helped file a complaint to the UN committee (CAT)
after the victim won her case in a Bosnian court in
2015 but never received the 15,000-euro ($16,500)
compensation because the rapist did not have the
funds to pay. 

A statute of limitations then prevented her from fil-
ing a civil case asking the state to foot the bill. In an a
preliminary decision posted on Trial’s website, the UN
committee said Bosnia had “failed to fulfill its obliga-
tions... by failing to provide the complainant with
redress including fair and adequate compensation”. It
said the government is now required to ensure
“prompt, fair and adequate compensation” to the vic-
tim, as well as immediate and free “medical and psy-
chological care”.

Bosnia is also required to “offer public official apolo-
gies”, the committee said. Trial International hailed the
decision as “hugely important.” “It is the first decision
by the CAT relating to a victim of conflict-related sexu-
al violence,” the NGO’s senior legal advisor in Sarajevo,
Adrijana Hanusic Becirovic, was quoted as saying. The
decision also calls on Bosnia to establish a national
reparation scheme for all victims of war crimes, includ-
ing sexual violence.  Some 20,000 women are estimat-
ed to have been raped during Bosnia’s 1992-1995 civil
wars. Yet only 1,000 receive a small pension as civilian
victims of the war.  — AFP

TUNIS: Campaigning for Tunisia’s presidential elec-
tions opened yesterday with 26 candidates vying to
replace late leader Beji Caid Essebsi in a vote seen as
vital to defending democratic gains in the cradle of the
Arab Spring. Seven million Tunisians are expected to
head to the ballot box in the September 15 poll, which
was brought forward from November following
Essebsi’s death in July.

He had been elected in the wake of the 2011 upris-
ing that overthrew former dictator Zine El Abidine Ben
Ali and set off revolts in many Arab countries that
forced other veteran leaders out. Tunisia has been
praised as a rare case of democratic transition after
the Arab Spring, and Essebsi in 2014 became the
country’s first democratically elected president. But
the North African country has struggled with repeat-
ed jihadist attacks, along with inflation and unemploy-
ment that have hit the popularity of Prime Minister
Youssef Chahed.

The election comes as Tunisia has been wracked by
internal conflict, including struggles between Chahed
and the late president’s son that led the premier to
quit the ruling Nidaa Tounes party and form Tahia
Tounes. Launched at the start of the year, Tahia
Tounes has become the second largest party in parlia-
ment behind the Islamist-inspired Ennahdha party.

Aged 43, Chahed is the country’s youngest prime
minister and has delegated his powers to the public
services minister to devote himself to the election cam-
paign. He faces competition from a slew of candidates,
including interim parliamentary speaker Abdelfattah
Mourou, of Ennahdha, as well as former defence minis-
ter Abdelkrim Zbidi. Another powerful opponent could
be media magnate Nabil Karoui, who despite his arrest
on August 23 for alleged money laundering is still eligi-
ble to run according to Tunisian law.

‘Everything is possible’
“It is the first time that Tunisians have no idea who

will become their president,” according to the Tunis-
based Joussour think tank. Joussour noted there were
only two frontrunners in the last election in 2014 —
Essebsi and former president Moncef Marzouki.
“Now everything is possible,” it said. Chahed
launched his overseas campaign Saturday in the
French city of Lyon, casting himself as a human rights
defender. Some 1.2 million Tunisians live overseas,
mainly in Europe.

“We hope to speak with Tunisians to explain to
them... our vision for a stronger Tunisia, a more mod-
ern and developed Tunisia, and a Tunisia that truly
believes in the universal values of human rights,” he
told AFP ahead of a campaign meeting. He also denied
accusations from Karoui backers that he had master-
minded the arrest of the controversial media magnate.
“I had nothing to do with this,” he said, stressing that
Karoui’s arrest was a legal issue.

Karoui, who recently set up a political party, Heart
of Tunisia, has said he was targeted by “attempts to
undermine his growing popularity”. In recent years,
Karoui used his popular Nessma TV — which is now
facing a ban to cover the election — to launch high-
profile charity campaigns, handing out food and cloth-
ing in front of the cameras. Chahed’s government tried
to eliminate Karoui from the race, by voting earlier
this year on an amended electoral code which was
passed by parliament in June but not ratified by
Essebsi before his death. Tunisia’s electoral commis-
sion, which approved Saturday the final list of 26
presidential hopefuls, has banned the publication of
surveys, making it difficult for pundits to evaluate each
candidate’s strength.

Zbidi told AFP in an interview that if he were elect-
ed he was determined to “restart the social ladder”
and improve public services so they become “accessi-
ble” for all Tunisians. The 69-year-old former defence
minister, who presents himself as an independent
technocrat, said he would also like to revise the con-
stitution in order to give the head of state more pow-
ers. “Power cannot be shared,” he said, adding howev-
er that it would be up to the Tunisian people to
choose, through a referendum, if they want a “parlia-
mentary regime or a presidential one”. — AFP
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United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) peace keepers patrol the border between Israel and
Lebanon, in the Maroun Al-Ras area. — AFP 

Scores arrested in 
S Africa looting, 
anti-foreigner protests
JOHANNESBURG: South African police yesterday
arrested more than 60 people following looting in
Johannesburg and protests in the transport industry
linked to a wave of anti-foreigner sentiment. At least 41
people were arrested after hundreds of people marched
through Johannesburg’s Central Business District (CBD),
plundering shops and torching cars and buildings, the
police said in a statement.

The unrest started on Sunday when an old building in
the CBD caught fire and collapsed, killing at least three
people. It then spread two eastern suburbs. Such violence
breaks out sporadically in South Africa, where many
nationals blame foreigners for high unemployment, partic-
ularly in manual labor. Police Minister Bheki Cele insisted
the violence was linked to “criminality” rather than “xeno-
phobia”. “(Xenophobia) is used as an excuse,” Cele told
journalists after a tour of the CBD. “For now there is noth-
ing that has sparked any form of this conflict between the
South Africans and foreign nationals.” 

Nigerian Foreign Minister Geoffrey Onyeama reacted
strongly to the scenes of violence. “Received sickening
and depressing news of continued burning and looting of
Nigerian shops and premises in #SouthAfrica by mindless
criminals with ineffective police protection,” he said on
Twitter. “Enough is enough. We will take definitive meas-
ures.” Separately, police in the southeastern province of
KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) said at least 20 individuals had
been arrested “in connection with incidents related to
protests within the trucking industry”.

Taxi drivers clashed with police in the capital Pretoria
last week, and truckers started a nation-wide strike on
Sunday to protest against the employment of foreign driv-
ers. Eleven trucks on Sunday blocked the road to Richards
Bay Harbor, one of the deepest natural harbors in Africa,
KZN police spokesman Jay Naicker said. In the Western
Cape province, several protesters blocked roads with
their vehicles. “Several roads had to be closed for traffic
from early morning due to trucks blocking the road while
others were seen offloading sand on the road,” said a
statement from the provincial transport minister,
Bonginkosi Madikizela.

Human Rights Watch last week reported that dozens

of truck drivers in the country had died in attacks
against foreigners since March 2018. The report was
released after a recent spate of xenophobic violence
fuelled by economic decline and record unemployment.
A South African truck owners’ association quoted by the
HRW reported 75 such incidents since March this year,
15 of which were independently confirmed by the watch-
dog. Lieutenant-General Khombinkosi Jula, police chief
for KZN province, where at least two trucks were
torched, said they had intensified patrols along major
routes. South Africa is a major destination for economic
migrants from the southern Africa region, with many
moving from neighboring Lesotho, Mozambique and
Zimbabwe in search for work.

‘Hungry and angry’ 
The latest population census in 2011 shows that numbers

surged in the previous decade, with nearly half of interna-

tional migrants having moved to South Africa between 2005
and 2010. An unknown number of the migrants are undocu-
mented. Labor ministry spokesman Makhosonke Buthelezi
last week told AFP that employers “prefer (foreign truck
drivers) because they can work long hours at a much
cheaper cost, so they tend to exploit them”.

Sipho Zungu, chairman of the All Truck Drivers
Foundation told AFP his group had had “nothing to do
with the strike”, but stressed that it was fighting for the
employment of South African drivers. “People of South
Africa are hungry, they are sitting at home.. while compa-
nies in South Africa are employing foreigners ...(because)
its cheap labour. We are hungry and angry,” Zungu said.
But the South African Transport and Allied Workers Union
(SATAWU), which has over 200,000 members, distanced
itself from the violence. “Whenever there are faceless
people calling a strike, there tends to be violence,”
SATAWU spokeswoman Zanele Sabela said. — AFP 

Over 30 trapped
on burning boat 
off California
LOS ANGELES: Rescuers scrambled yesterday to reach
as many as 34 people trapped below the deck of a burning
commercial scuba-dive boat off the coast of California, US
Coast Guard officials said. Many were feared dead.
Firefighters converged on the scene near Santa Cruz
Island but the blaze and intense heat prevented them from
breaching the hull of the 75-foot (23-meter) vessel to see
if there were survivors, they said.

“I’m unaware of any survivors at this time,” Coast
Guard Petty Officer Aaron Bemis told CNN, adding that it
was too early to confirm casualties. Beamis said the fire
broke out at around 3:15 am local time (1015 GMT) as
passengers were below deck in a sleeping area. Five crew
members who were in a cabin above deck made it off the
boat, Beamis said. But those below deck, who he said were
reported to number 34, had not been accounted for.

“The fire was so intense that even after it was put out,
we’re not able to actually embark the vessel and, you
know, look for survivors at this point. It’s still ongoing,” he
said. He said the fire was put out multiple times but flared
back up, apparently because of the amount of fuel in the
vessel. Bill Nash, a spokesperson for Ventura County, told
CNN many people were feared dead. “It’s a large boat,
and we know we have numerous fatalities. I don’t have an
exact number,” Nash said. — AFP

TURFFONTEIN: A South African looter takes items from an alleged foreign-owned shop during a riot in the
Johannesburg suburb of Turffontein on September 2, 2019 as a part of a new wave of violence targeting for-
eign nationals. — AFP 

In this photo released by the Santa Barbara County Fire Department yesterday, a boat burns off the coast of
Santa Cruz Island, California. — AFP 


