
PORT SAINT LUCIE: Monster storm Dorian came to a near
stand-still over the Bahamas yesterday, prolonging the agony
as surging seawaters and hurricane winds made a shambles of
low-lying island communities and spurred mass evacuations
along the US east coast. Bahamas Prime Minister Hubert
Minnis said reported “devastation is unprecedented” in the
Abaco Islands, which on Sunday received the full brunt of
Dorian as it came ashore as the most powerful storm ever to
hit the archipelago. “Our focus right now is rescue, recovery
and prayer,” Minnis said on Twitter.

The storm’s toll was still untallied nearly 24 hours after it
made landfall as a Category 5 with sustained winds of 290
kph (185 mph). It weakened slightly yesterday to a still-dev-
astating Category 4 storm, punishing Grand Bahama Island
with “catastrophic winds and storm surge,” the Miami-based
National Hurricane Center said in its 1500 GMT bulletin. It
was grinding its way westward yesterday at a speed of one
mile per hour (2 kph), laying siege for hours to Grand Bahama
Island, with sustained winds of 250 kph (155 mph).

Fear gripped residents of Freeport, as winds tore off shut-
ters and water began coming into homes, said Yasmin Rigby,

reached by text in the Grand Bahama island’s main city.
“People who thought they were safe are now calling for help,”
Rigby said. “My best friend’s husband is stuck in the roof of
their house with 7 ft water below.” Initial Red Cross estimates
were that 13,000 buildings may have been damaged or
destroyed by Dorian, officials in Geneva said.

‘Get out NOW’ 
Images of wrecked and flooded homes in the Abacos

appeared on social media and local press accounts. Video
posted on the website of the Bahamian newspaper Tribune
242 showed water up to the roofs of wooden houses in what
appeared to be a coastal town. Capsized boats floated in
muddy brown water dotted with wooden boards, tree branch-
es and other debris. The Miami-based National Hurricane
Center forecast an 18 to 23 foot storm surge above tide levels
in parts of Grand Bahama, accompanied by large and
destructive waves.

Water levels in the Abacos, swamped by a similar surge
Sunday, were expected to slowly subside.  “On this track, the
core of extremely dangerous Hurricane Dorian will continue

to pound Grand Bahama Island through much of today and
tonight,” the center said in its 1200 GMT bulletin. “The hurri-
cane will move dangerously close to the Florida east coast
tonight through Wednesday evening,” it said. 

Florida, Georgia and South Carolina ordered hundreds of
thousands of coastal residents to evacuate, beginning at noon
yesterday. “A slight wobble West would bring this Cat 5 storm
on shore with devastating consequences,” said Florida
Governor Rick Scott on Twitter. “If you’re in an evacuation
zone, get out NOW. We can rebuild your home. We can’t
rebuild your life.”

‘My life’s more important’ 
Joe Lewis, a 41-year-old navy veteran, echoed the senti-

ment as he secured an air conditioner to his mobile home in
Jensen Park, Florida — one of several in the area that were
all-but emptied of their residents. “There’s only one thing
that’s important. It’s not what you own, it’s who you are, and
your life. It doesn’t matter if I’ve got a million-dollar home, I
leave it. My life’s more important,” he said as he prepared to
join those fleeing the storm.

In nearby Saint Lucie, Dan Peatle, 78, had likewise fled his
retirement community to take shelter in a hotel. “It makes me
sick. I don’t like it,” he said as he stepped outside for air before
the storm closes in. “I’ve been through seven or eight of them
since I’ve been in Florida, since ‘73. And, they’re all the same,
you know. Tear everything up, put it back together. “But, I
chose to live here so I might as well live with it, you know.”

In Washington, President Donald Trump met with his
emergency management chiefs on Sunday and declared “this
looks monstrous.” “We expect that much of the eastern
seaboard will be ultimately impacted and some of it very, very
severely,” he said. Florida issued its first evacuation orders in
parts of Palm Beach, home of Trump’s Mar-a-Lago resort, and
Martin Counties. South Carolina Governor Henry McMaster
followed suit Sunday ordering mandatory evacuations of the
state’s coast — affecting some 800,000 people — while
Georgia gave orders to evacuate six coastal counties. Both
orders take effect yesterday at noon. Neighboring North
Carolina has also declared a state of emergency. “Given the
strength and unpredictability of the storm, we must prepare
for every possible scenario,” McMaster said. — AFP 
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INDIALANTIC: A visitor takes pictures as a mandatory evacuation order goes into effect as Hurricane Dorian continues to make its way toward the Florida coast. — AFP 

‘Catastrophic’ Dorian pounds Bahamas
‘Our focus right now is rescue, recovery and prayer’

Poland opposes 
Trump bid for 
Russia’s G7 return
WARSAW: Poland’s president yesterday opposed a pro-
posal by US President Donald Trump to reintegrate
Russia into the elite G7 group, insisting that “business as
usual” was unacceptable given Moscow’s occupation of
Ukrainian territory. “Should we have a business as usual
approach towards Russia? ... I believe that we cannot
under the current circumstances,” President Andrzej
Duda told reporters at a joint press conference with vis-
iting US Vice President Mike Pence.

The issue of Russia’s reintegration into the G7 group
of the world’s rich nations divided leaders at its summit
last week in France, as Trump pushed for Moscow to be
allowed back after its 2014 expulsion. Russia was kicked
out of what was then the Group of Eight after it
annexed Ukraine’s Black Sea peninsula of Crimea, a
move never recognized by the international community.
But Trump, who will host next year’s G7 summit, said he
would invite Russia to the event, a move supported by
France but criticized by Britain and Germany. Poland is
not a G7 member.

Speaking alongside Duda yesterday, Pence struck a
different tone, insisting that it was crucial to “remain vigi-
lant” towards Russia. He accused Moscow of attempting
to meddle in elections and use its oil and gas supplies to
“divide our alliance”, in an apparent reference to the
controversial Nord Stream 2 pipeline set to send Russian
gas to Germany. 

Washington and Warsaw, among others, oppose the
pipeline, fearing it will increase Europe’s reliance on
Russian energy supplies which Moscow could then use
to exert political pressure. Poland has long cultivated
close ties with the US, which it regards as the primary
guarantor of its security within the NATO alliance and as
a bulwark against Russia, its Soviet-era master with
whom tensions still run high.

Judicial independence 
Pence confirmed that the US and Poland would sign a

joint declaration on digital infrastructure security. “This
declaration, we believe, will set a vital example for the
rest of Europe on the broader question of 5G,” he told
reporters. The US is pressing allies, with mixed success,
to reject Chinese 5G technology, especially from the
giant mobile phone company Huawei. Washington fears
that Huawei will provide Beijing with a way to spy on
communications from the countries that use its products
and services.

Pence also said he had discussed the “importance of
judicial independence” with Duda in the wake of a string
of controversial judicial reforms pushed through by

Poland’s right-wing government since taking office in
2015. The EU has slammed the measures as a threat to
the rule of law and ultimately democracy. Pence also said
that Poles travelling to the US would soon be covered by
Washington’s visa-waiver program, allowing them unre-
stricted entry. “We are literally weeks away from being
able to make that a reality,” Pence said.

The US vice president travelled to Warsaw for Sunday
ceremonies marking 80 years since the outbreak of World
War II. President Trump had planned to attend the war
commemorations but cancelled at the last minute to moni-
tor Hurricane Dorian. Without going into detail, Trump
confirmed on Sunday in Washington that he had only post-
poned his trip and would travel to Poland “soon”. — AFP 

As fires ravage the 
Amazon, its tribes 
pray for protection
FEIJO: As thousands of fires ravage the Amazon,
the world’s largest rainforest, some indigenous
tribes are turning to prayer in a bid to halt the
destruction and protect their environment for future
generations. In the village of Feijo, in the West of
Brazil, approaching the border with Peru, indige-
nous people from the tribe of Shanenawa on
Sunday performed a ritual to try to find peace
between humans and nature. With faces painted,
dozens danced in circles as they prayed to put an
end to the fires.

“We want peace and love,” Tekaheyne
Shanenawa, a Shanenawa leader, told Reuters as he
danced in a circle as part of their ritual. “Peace, har-
mony and education to stop these fires that have
attacked the Amazon.” Tens of thousands of forest
fires have been recorded in the Amazon during this
year’s dry season, the most in at least a decade, at
the same time as Brazil’s new far-right president Jair
Bolsonaro has argued that the forest needs to be
exploited, and Indian reservations vastly reduced.

“If the fires continue the way they are, in 50
years time we will no longer have the forest stand-
ing up,” said Bainawa Inu Bake Huni Kuin, another
Shanenawa leader. “And we will not feel secure in
what we have, in our culture, in our language, in our
songs. Us without the forest, we won’t be able to
farm, we won’t be able to eat, without our land we
won’t be able to live.” Most of the Amazon is locat-
ed in Brazil, but significant parts are also located in
Colombia and Peru, where fires have also been
detected. —Reuters

BORMES-LES-MIMOSAS: Russia’s President Vladimir Putin (R), flanked by French President
Emmanuel Macron (C), gives flowers to French President’s wife Brigitte Macron (L), at the
French President’ summer retreat of the Bregancon fortress on the Mediterranean coast,
near the village of Bormes-les-Mimosas, southern France, on August 19, 2019, for talks
days before the G7 Summit . — AFP 


