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MP Adasani threatens to grill 
PM, ministers over violations
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Lawmakers oppose involuntary retirement of Kuwaitis

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday travelled to the United States for a private visit. His
Highness the Amir will visit Washington DC for official talks with US President Donald Trump on September 12th. — (See Page 3) 

By B Izzak 

KUWAIT: Opposition MP Riyadh Al-
Adasani said yesterday he will file to grill
Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-
Jarrah Al-Sabah over alleged administra-
tive, security and financial violations.
Adasani said on his Twitter account that
his decision is final and the grilling will
be filed at the start of the next assembly
term late October. He said the grilling
will be filed over “serious security, finan-
cial, administrative violations,” in addi-
tion to flagrant breaches in contracts and
projects and the double standard policy.

The lawmaker also accused the minis-
ter of playing favoritism in the transfer
and promotion of personnel. Adasani has
also threatened to file to grill the prime
minister and the minister of finance over
similar allegations. Several lawmakers
have already threatened to grill various
ministers over several allegations which
makes the next Assembly term which is
the final term before elections, very
explosive and tense.

In the meantime, lawmakers contin-
ued to criticize the government for forc-
ing Kuwaiti employees to go into retire-
ment before time based on a law

approved by the National Assembly just
before the last Assembly term closed.
MP Saleh Ashour called on lawmakers
to ensure justice for Kuwaiti employees
who were forced by the government to
retire based on the newly approved ear-
ly retirement law. 

Ashour said the government forced
Kuwaiti employees to retire in defiance
of a pledge it made during the debate on
the early retirement law, adding that this
was the reason for opposing and reject-
ing the law. He said that the law gives
ministers the right to force employees to
retire against their desire, adding this
will add financial burdens on those
employees.

MP Humoud Al-Khudhair said that
lawmakers will not accept the govern-
ment measures based on the early retire-
ment law, saying this involves rights of
Kuwaiti employees which will be pro-
tected. He said that if the law includes
some legal errors, it must be rectified
within the legal framework to safeguard
the rights of Kuwaitis. MP Awdah Al-
Awdah insisted that lawmakers will not
allow the rights of Kuwaitis to be under-
mined and will take the necessary legal
measures to rectify any error. 

DUBAI: Dubai’s ruler announced yesterday the cre-
ation of a panel to address a glut in the property mar-
ket, a key part of the economy but in decline for the
past five years. The committee charged with rebalanc-
ing the industry will be headed by Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al-Maktoum’s son and deputy, Maktoum
bin Mohammed, and include representatives of top
property developers in Dubai.

“Today, we formed in Dubai a higher committee

for real estate planning... with the aim to achieve a
balance between supply and demand,” Sheikh
Mohammed, who is also prime minister of the United
Arab Emirates, said on Twitter. Dubai’s property
market has been in a downturn since mid-2014, with
sale prices and rents shedding around a third of
their value.

Economic outlooks indicate that the sector, which
contributes some seven percent to Dubai’s gross
domestic product, will slump further due to the extent
of oversupply and an economic slowdown caused by
low oil prices. In an emirate where glitzy apartments
line the coastline, and gated communities stretch back
into the desert, Sheikh Mohammed called on the com-
mittee to ensure that property projects add value to
the economy and do not duplicate each other.

He also said the panel should guarantee that giant

semi-state real estate companies do not compete with
private sector developers, and to draw up a 10-year
strategic plan for the sector. Standard and Poor’s rat-
ings agency said earlier this year that property prices
in Dubai, where full foreign ownership is allowed, have
slumped to levels close to those seen in the 2009-
2010 crash.

It said prices will continue to fall until they stabilize
either next year or in 2021. Property prices in Dubai
plummeted in the aftermath of the 2008 global finan-
cial crisis which hit the emirate’s economy hard, trig-
gering a 2.6 percent contraction the following year.
The main drive behind the current glut of new housing
projects in the market is excitement over Dubai’s host-
ing of the global trade fair Expo 2020, which experts
project will generate some 300,000 new jobs and
attract over 20 million visitors. — AFP

Dubai in push to 
rebalance bloated 
property market

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Public Authority for
Manpower (PAM) yesterday announced the end of
the ban for working outdoors that was from 11 am
to 4 pm in the summer. PAM’s spokesperson Aseel
Al-Mazyad said that this order was made to pro-
tect the workers from the hot weather, and it was

Continued on Page 24
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HAIFA: Israeli paramedics and soldiers evacuate a mock wounded comrade at a helipad in Ramban hospital in the
Mediterranean city of Haifa as part of a deception operation of the Israeli army in order to mislead the leadership
of Lebanon’s Shiite group Hezbollah. — AFP 

AVIVIM: An escalation between Israel and Hezbollah
has ended after a brief exchange of fire, but tensions
remained high along the Lebanese border yesterday
after a series of accusations from the two enemies.
Burnt fields could be seen in the border area and a new
military checkpoint was set up outside the Israeli com-
munity of Avivim. Schools were however open and resi-
dents were returning to normal activity in Avivim, from
where the Lebanese town of Maroun Al-Ras is clearly
visible on a nearby hill.

“The war can start in a minute. I am worried it could
happen,” Dudu Peretz, 35, said as he was dropping his
son off at kindergarten. Sunday’s incident - which
caused no casualties - followed a week of rising ten-
sions that included what Hezbollah described as an
Israeli drone attack on its Beirut stronghold on August
25. Israel has not acknowledged that attack but

Continued on Page 24
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GUWAHATI: India’s foreign ministry has again
defended a controversial citizenship register in
northeast Assam after criticism from the United
Nations, saying the almost two million people
excluded from the list would not become “state-
less”. The National Register of Citizens (NRC) was
drawn up by India’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) - which also runs Assam state - saying it was
necessary to detect “foreign infiltrators”.

Critics say it is being used by the BJP to push a
Hindu nationalist agenda and marginalize the
state’s large minority of Muslims - many who fled
there when East Pakistan broke violently from
Islamabad in 1971 to become Bangladesh. Filippo
Grandi, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees,
had on Sunday called on New Delhi to avoid strip-
ping people of their nationality, saying it “would be
an enormous blow to global efforts to eradicate
statelessness”.

Continued on Page 24
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ASSAM: Photo shows an under-construction deten-
tion centre for people who are not included in a
‘citizens register’ in Kadamtola Gopalpur village, in
Goalpara district. — AFP 

LONDON: Anti-Brexit campaigner Steve Bray (left) and pro-EU protesters gather out-
side the cabinet office on Whitehall in London yesterday. — AFP 

LONDON: British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson threatened to expel rebel law-
makers from his Conservative Party if
they thwart his Brexit plans by voting to
prevent a no-deal exit from the
European Union. Johnson’s promise to
leave the EU on Oct 31 with or without a
divorce agreement has propelled the
United Kingdom towards a constitution-
al crisis and a showdown with the 27
other members of the bloc, with an elec-
tion one of the possibilities. 

Conservative Party rebels are plotting
with opposition parties to take control of

parliament and tie the government’s
hands with legislation that would block a
no-deal exit from the EU which they say
would be ruinous to the economy. With
just over 24 hours until parliament returns
today from its summer break, Johnson’s
enforcers warned rebels that if they voted
against the government they would be
giving control of parliament to Labor
Party leader Jeremy Corbyn. 

“If they fail to vote with the govern-
ment on Tuesday they will be destroying
the government’s negotiating position
and handing control of parliament to
Jeremy Corbyn,” said a source in the
whips office, which is responsible for
party discipline. “Any Conservative MP
(member of parliament) who does this
will have the whip withdrawn and will
not stand as Conservative candidates in
an election,” the source said. 
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