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DETROIT: Ronny Rodriguez had a pair of two-run homers
and drove in five runs, and the host Detroit Tigers over-
came a record-setting Minnesota Twins power display to
snap a six-game losing streak with a 10-7 win Saturday.
Detroit tied its season high for most runs in an inning with
seven in the third. Matthew Boyd (7-10) collected his first
win since July 4, allowing five runs in six innings and strik-
ing out 11. The Twins went deep six times Saturday to
reach 268 homers for the season, surpassing the single-
season mark of 267 set by the New York Yankees a year
ago. Mitch Garver set the mark with a solo shot off Joe
Jimenez in the ninth. Nelson Cruz hit the record tying
homer, a mammoth 450-foot blast to center off Buck
Farmer in the eighth. Garver led off the game with a homer.
Max Kepler, Jorge Polanco and C.J. Cron also homered for
the Twins, who saw their six-game winning streak
snapped. They had also won eight straight on the road.

WASHINGTON 7, MIAMI 0
Stephen Strasburg pitched eight scoreless innings, tied a

season high with 14 strikeouts and took the National League
lead in wins as Washington defeated visiting Miami.
Strasburg (16-5) extended his win streak against the Marlins
to 12 games. He is 21-7 in his career against the Marlins, who
haven’t beaten him since 2015. This year alone, Strasburg is
4-0 against the Marlins. On Saturday, Strasburg allowed just
two hits — both singles — and no walks. He struck out the
side in the third and sixth innings, and 12 of his punchout vic-
tims went down swinging. Strasburg retired the final 22 bat-
ters he faced, a career-best feat.

RAYS 9, INDIANS 6
Tommy Pham and Avisail Garcia each belted a two-run

homer as host Tampa Bay recorded a victory over
Cleveland in St. Petersburg, Fla. Ji-Man Choi homered to
lead off the second inning and Travis d’Arnaud followed
suit in the seventh for the Rays (79-58), who reside a per-
centage point behind Oakland (78-57) for the second wild
card in the American League. Carlos Santana belted a
two-run homer in the first inning and Francisco Lindor did
the same in the eighth for the Indians, who have lost five of
the six meetings in the season series with Tampa Bay. 

BRAVES 11, WHITE SOX 5
Southpaw Dallas Keuchel won his third straight start

and highlighted a six-run first inning with a two-run single
to send Atlanta to a win over visiting Chicago. Keuchel’s
base hit to center field produced his first two RBIs of the
season and capped the rally that put the Braves ahead to
stay for their third straight win. Keuchel (6-5) was produc-
tive on the mound, too. He pitched six innings and allowed
two runs on nine hits and three strikeouts. He did not walk
a batter. The win came at a cost though as Freddie
Freeman left the game for the Braves in the sixth, four
innings after being hit by a pitch on the left foot.

CARDINALS 3, REDS 2 (GAME 2)
Pinch hitter Matt Carpenter delivered a walk-off RBI

single as St. Louis rallied past visiting Cincinnati to com-
plete a doubleheader sweep. The Cardinals, who beat the
Reds 10-6 earlier in the day, won for the 17th time in 21
games. They increased their National League Central lead
over the Chicago Cubs to 2 1/2 games. They trailed 2-1
heading into the bottom of the ninth against Reds closer
Raisel Iglesias (2-11). Tommy Edman started the comeback
with a leadoff single into right field.

CARDINALS 10, REDS 6 (GAME 1)
Yadier Molina, Paul Goldschmidt and Kolten Wong

drove in two runs each as St. Louis beat visiting Cincinnati
Reds in the first game of their doubleheader. Dakota
Hudson (14-6) won his fourth consecutive start, and the
Cardinals earned their 16th victory in their last 20 games.
Hudson allowed four runs in 7 2/3 innings — the only runs
he has allowed in 26 1/3 innings during his streak. Losing
pitcher Trevor Bauer (10-12) allowed six runs in four
innings.

METS 6, PHILLIES 3
Wilson Ramos continued his late-season surge by tying

a career high with four hits for New York, who gained
ground in the National League wild-card race with a win
over host Philadelphia. The Mets, who lost the final six
games of a nine-game homestand that ended Thursday,
have won the first two games of a three-game series
against the Phillies to move within four games of the
Chicago Cubs in the race for the second NL wild card. The
four-hit game was the eighth in the big leagues for Ramos
and his third this month. Ramos, in the midst of a career-
high 24-game hitting streak, hit .434 in August to raise his
overall average from .255 to .299.

YANKEES 4, ATHLETICS 3
DJ LeMahieu homered on the first pitch of the bottom

of the 11th inning as New York beat Oakland for the first
time in five tries this season, recording a victory at Yankee
Stadium. Aaron Judge hit a game-tying homer off Joakim
Soria with two outs in the eighth and then made a leaping
catch in front of the right-field fence on Matt Chapman’s
possible homer in the 10th. LeMahieu, who struck out
three times, won it when he hit a first-pitch fastball from
Lou Trivino (4-6) into the right-field seats. He flipped his
helmet upon reaching home plate and was doused with
Gatorade by Brett Gardner. It was LeMahieu’s third career
walk-off hit and second this season.

BLUE JAYS 6, ASTROS 4
Clay Buchholz won his first game in more than a year,

allowing two runs in 5 2/3 innings to help Toronto beat
visiting Houston. Buchholz (1-3) gave up three hits while
striking out three and walking five. He walked the leadoff
batter in four of the first five innings, but benefited from
four double plays as Houston scored just once in that span.
Cavan Biggio homered for the second straight game, and
Teoscar Hernandez also hit a two-run blast off Astros
starter Framber Valdez. Bo Bichette had two hits and
scored two runs, and Brandon Drury also had two hits for
Toronto.

BREWERS 2, CUBS 0
Manny Pina drove in a pair of runs in the first inning, and

that was all Milwaukee needed for a win over host Chicago.
Five Brewers pitchers combined to throw the six-hit
shutout, with right-hander Junior Guerra (8-4) credited
with the victory after tossing 1 2/3 innings of scoreless
relief. Milwaukee evened the three-game series at one win
apiece. Brewers starter Zach Davies allowed four hits in 4
2/3 scoreless innings before drawing the early hook from
manager Craig Counsell. He walked one and struck out two.

ANGELS 10, RED SOX 4
Albert Pujols’ two-out, three-run home run capped a

seven-run eighth inning to lift Los Angeles to a victory

over Boston in Anaheim, Calif. The Angels entered the bot-
tom of the eighth trailing 4-3. Pujols belted his 20th homer
of the season. It’s the 17th time in his career Pujols has hit
20 or more home runs in a season. It also was Pujols’
3,184th career hit, tying him with Cal Ripken Jr. for 14th on
the all-time list.

ROYALS 7, ORIOLES 5
Whit Merrifield’s sacrifice fly in the eighth drove home

the go-ahead run as Kansas City defeated visiting
Baltimore. Scott Barlow (3-3) picked up the win for Kansas
City. He pitched 1 2/3 perfect innings, striking out two. Ian
Kennedy pitched the ninth for his 24th save in 27 chances.

DIAMONDBACKS 6, DODGERS 5
Christian Walker and Wilmer Flores hit back-to-back

homers to erase an early deficit, and Arizona held on to
win its third straight game against visiting Los Angeles.
Walker hit a two-run homer off Clayton Kershaw in the
fourth inning to cut the deficit to 3-2, and Flores followed
with his game-tying homer. It was Walker’s fourth home
run in 10 at-bats off Kershaw, matching Adam Dunn for the
most home runs off the three-time NL Cy Young Award
winner. Kershaw (13-4) exited after allowing a season-high
five earned runs in a season-low five innings. He gave up
five hits, struck out six and walked two in losing two
straight starts for the first time this season.

RANGERS 3, MARINERS 2
Isiah Kiner-Falefa singled with the bases loaded and

one out in the bottom of the ninth inning as Texas rallied to

defeat visiting Seattle in Arlington, Texas, on a night when
the Rangers retired Michael Young’s No. 10 jersey. The
Rangers scored twice in the ninth off Mariners closer Matt
Magill (4-2). Rangers right-hander Emmanuel Clase (2-2)
got the victory with two-thirds of an inning of scoreless
relief.

PIRATES 11, ROCKIES 4
Kevin Newman hit one of three Pittsburgh home runs

and finished with three hits, Bryan Reynolds and Jacob
Stallings also had three hits, and the Pirates beat Colorado
in Denver. Josh Bell and Jose Osuna also went deep and
Adam Frazier had two of Pittsburgh’s 17 hits. Colin Moran
singled in the eighth to extend his hitting streak to 11
games. Daniel Murphy and Ryan McMahon homered and
Charlie Blackmon and Garrett Hampson added two hits
apiece for Colorado. The Rockies have lost five in a row
and fell to .500 at home.

PADRES 4, GIANTS 1
Joey Lucchesi threw six strong innings, and Wil Myers

belted a lead-extending, two-run home run in the ninth
inning as visiting San Diego outlasted San Francisco in a
game that was marred by a crowd-silencing injury to
Giants pitcher Reyes Moronta. The 26-year-old right-han-
der was diagnosed with an acute right shoulder strain and
he will undergo an MRI exam Sunday, San Francisco man-
ager Bruce Bochy told reporters after the game. The
Padres broke the tie in the eighth when Manny Machado
tripled to lead off the inning against the fourth Giants
pitcher, Tony Watson (2-2), and scored on a one-out single
by Josh Naylor. — Reuters

Minnesota Twins set club home runs 
record in loss to host Detroit Tigers

Pham, Garcia belt two-run homers as Rays beat Indians

DETROIT: Jonathan Schoop #16 of the Minnesota Twins loses the ball as Victor Reyes #22 of the Detroit Tigers slides
into second base with a steal during the first inning at Comerica Park in Detroit, Michigan. — AFP

Russell guides Scotland 
to historic pre-World 
Cup win over Georgia
TBILISI: Fly-half Finn Russell starred as Scotland hammered
Georgia 44-10 in a Rugby World Cup warm-up Test in Tbilisi on
Saturday. Russell played a part in all but one of the visitors’ five tries
in a fixture which marked the first time a country from the top table
of international rugby played a game in the former Soviet state.

Centre Rory Hutchinson crossed twice to secure Gregor
Townsend’s second straight victory after losing to France a fort-
night ago. Prop Kakha Asieshvili claimed his sixth try in 35 Tests
for the ‘Lelos’, ranked 12th in the world rankings, who beat South
African provincial side the Southern Kings on Tuesday.

“You want the players to play well and they did that tonight.
The more players that are training well and playing well, the harder
it will be for us to get it down to 31 players,” Townsend told BBC
Radio Scotland ahead of naming his final World Cup squad on
Tuesday. “In the first 20 minutes I thought we were accurate, we
chased kicks well, we cleared contact well and held up in our set-
piece.” “That got us pulled into the game and we chipped away at
the scoreboard through pressure and getting penalties,” he added.

HUTCHINSON DOUBLE 
The visitors raced into a 6-0 lead after 12 minutes with two

Laidlaw penalty goals. Scotland made the most of their early domi-
nance as Russell showed his quality against a sluggish defensive
line. His break after 14 minutes ended with second-row Ben Toolis
scoring. The Racing 92 fly-half then set up Hutchinson five minutes
later for the centre’s first Test try and Scotland led 20-0 after 19
minutes.

The home side claimed their first points of proceedings with a
40-metre penalty from full-back Soso Matiashvili. Laidlaw then
re-established the 20-point lead just before the break with an sim-
ple effort of his own.

Northampton midfielder Hutchinson, starting his first interna-
tional, scored his second of the game eight minutes into the second
half. Georgia’s crossed through substitute Kakha Asiseshvili with
the prop’s first touch after 58 minutes.

Fly-half Tedo Abzhandadze added the extras but Scotland led
30-10 with a quarter of the game to play. Russell was key in the
away side’s fourth try. His neat grubber kick was collected by
Darcy Graham for the winger’s fourth try in six Tests and Russell
was substituted after slotting the touchline conversion with 15 min-
utes remaining.

Scotland’s fifth try came as substitute scrum-half Ali Price took
a quick penalty and Scott Cummings crashed over from short
range on the 74-minute mark. The two sides face each other once
again next Friday in their final warm-up game ahead of the start of
the World Cup. — AFP

SHANGHAI: The United States failed to sparkle
as they launched their bid for a third World Cup
title in a row with an 88-67 victory over the Czech
Republic yesterday in Shanghai. Greece and
Australia, both touted as possible threats to a
depleted Team USA, also triumphed on the sec-
ond day of action in China.

Respected US coach Gregg Popovich was
forced to name an experimental roster with major
names such as LeBron James, Kevin Durant and
Stephen Curry all either injured or unavailable.
This is no “Dream Team” but Popovich still has a
team full of NBA players and the reigning two-
time champions had too much quality for the
Czechs, who are ranked 24th in the world. America
are number one and still the favourites in China.

In the absence of James and the rest, much was
expected of Boston Celtics All-Star Kemba
Walker, who scored 13 points and a team-leading
four assists. Donovan Mitchell, a guard with the
Utah Jazz, led the US with 16 points.

After a slow start the Americans, who have
admitted they are still trying to really gel as a
team, began to showcase their talent as the
match ticked to its conclusion and the Czechs
wilted. In the same group, Turkey — prime chal-
lengers to the USA in the first round — defeated
Japan 86-67.

Greece, who boast “Greek Freak” Giannis
Antetokounmpo, the NBA’s MVP for the 2018-19

season, were easy 85-60 winners over
Montenegro. 

NAIL-BITER 
Australia drew first blood in the so-called

“Group of Death” with a nail-biting 108-92 victo-
ry over Canada. Cleveland Cavaliers’ Matthew
Dellavedova was key for the Boomers, leading
them with 24 points after Canada had battled back
from a 12-point half-time deficit to lead going into
the fourth quarter.

Andrej Lemanis, Australia’s coach, called victo-
ry in their opener “a big one for us”. “It was good
to be tested in a game that matters and find a way
to hold our nerve, get back together, start playing
some good basketball and work our way to what
ended up being a good, solid win.”

Australia, who showcased their title credentials
by stunning the Americans in a pre-tournament
warm-up, began their title bid in Dongguan
against a Canada side led by NBA champion
coach Nick Nurse but missing many of their
biggest names. In a highly competitive Group H
also containing Lithuania and Senegal, Australia
led 52-40 at half-time, only for Canada to battle
back before running out of gas. 

Andrew Bogut had been a doubt going into the
clash, but Australia’s veteran centre — booed by
the locals seemingly because of a barbed tweet
about Chinese swimmer Sun Yang — had nine
rebounds and 12 points. — AFP

Hill in Wales’
WCup squad
despite fracture
LONDON: Cory Hill was selected for
Wales’ 31-man World Cup squad despite
suffering from a leg fracture. Hill has not
played since February and could be
unavailable until halfway through Wales’
pool schedule. The Dragons lock cap-
tained Wales in two Tests against
Argentina last year and head coach
Warren Gatland has selected him for the
tournament in Japan in the hope he can
feature in the latter stages.

Fly-half Rhys Patchell was also includ-
ed in the squad following his try-scoring
performance in the 22-17 warm-up defeat
by Ireland in Cardiff on Saturday.
Gatland’s group will be captained by Alun
Wyn Jones, but those players who miss
out include surprise omissions in props
Rob Evans and Samson Lee.

Jones and company learnt of the selec-
tion via a video produced by the Welsh

Rugby Union when each player was told
by a member of their community club that
had been chosen. It will be Jones’ fourth
World Cup, with wing George North and
hooker Ken Owens featuring in the tour-
nament for a third time.

There are call-ups for Saracens prop
Rhys Carre, who made his Test debut
against Ireland, and flanker James Davies.
Gatland has opted for a split of 13 backs
and 18 forwards, which includes three cen-
tres, two fly-halves and five props.
“Selection is always the toughest part of the
job and that is especially true come World
Cup time,” Gatland said in a statement.

“Reducing the squad down to 31 has
been extremely hard especially when you
look at the depth we have created and the
amount of the work the training squad have
put in, for some, 14 weeks of training.

“We are really happy with the final 31,
we feel there is an excellent blend to the
squad, in terms of talent, experience and
age profile and we are all incredibly
excited about heading to Japan and what
lies ahead. “These players have per-
formed and delivered for Wales and
deserve the opportunity to represent
their nation at the game’s showpiece
tournament.”

Gatland applied the final selection
touches during a three-hour meeting on
Saturday, with around half a dozen places
believed to have been at the centre of
their debate. Wales’ opening World Cup
game is against Georgia in Toyota City on
September 23, followed by Australia in
Tokyo six days later. The tournament will
be Gatland’s farewell from a role he has
filled since 2008, during which time
Wales have won four Six Nations titles,
three Grand Slams and reached a World
Cup semi-final.

Wales World Cup squad:
Forwards

Jake Ball, Adam Beard, Rhys Carre,
James Davies, Elliot Dee, Ryan Elias,
Tomas Francis, Cory Hill, Alun Wyn Jones,
Wyn Jones, Dillon Lewis, Ross Moriarty,
Josh Navidi, Ken Owens, Aaron Shingler,
Nicky Smith, Justin Tipuric, Aaron
Wainwright

Backs
Josh Adams, Hallam Amos, Dan Biggar,

Aled Davies, Gareth Davies, Jonathan
Davies, Leigh Halfpenny, George North,
Hadleigh Parkes, Rhys Patchell, Owen Watkin,
Liam Williams, Tomos Williams — AFP

US launch Basketball WCup title
defence with comfortable win

SHANGHAI: Derrick White of the US dribbles the ball during the Basketball World Cup Group
E game between Czech Republic and US in Shanghai yesterday. — AFP


