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tensions raised fears of a new war between Israel
and Lebanon’s Hezbollah movement. Bahrain has previ-
ously said its citizens should not to travel to Lebanon
for any reason.  Tensions have risen in the last week
between Israel and its enemy Hezbollah, the Lebanese
Shiite movement backed by Iran. Hezbollah chief
Hassan Nasrallah said Saturday the group’s response to
an alleged Israeli drone attack on the group’s Beirut
stronghold had been “decided”. Amid the Hezbollah
threats, Israel had moved reinforcements into the bor-
der area, which had been largely quiet since both long-
time enemies fought a month-long war in 2006. 

The pre-dawn August 25 attack involved two
drones-one exploded and caused damage to a
Hezbollah-run media center and another crashed with-
out detonating due to technical failure.

Israel has not claimed responsibility for the incident.

The attack in Lebanon came just hours after Israel
launched strikes in neighboring Syria to prevent what it
said was an impending Iranian drone attack on the
Jewish state. Israel has carried out hundreds of strikes
in Syria since the civil war began there in 2011 against
what it says are Iranian and Hezbollah sites. It has
pledged to prevent its main enemy Iran from entrench-
ing itself militarily in neighboring Syria.

But a drone attack by Israel inside Lebanon would
mark a departure-what Nasrallah had called the first
such “hostile action” since a 2006 war between them.

Yesterday’s escalation comes just ahead of Israel’s
September 17 election. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu is seen as wanting to avoid a major conflict
before then due to the political risk involved, but he has
also warned Lebanon and Hezbollah to “be careful.”

But while Nasrallah has issued warnings to Israel,
Hezbollah’s number two Naim Qassem in an interview with
Russia Today last week played down talk of a “war atmos-
phere.” “The atmosphere is  an atmosphere of
response to an aggression,” he said. A 2006 war
between Israel and Hezbollah took the lives of 1,200
Lebanese, mostly civi l ians, and more than 160
Israelis, mostly soldiers. — Agencies 

Israeli army fires
into Lebanon amid...
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In that case, officers arrested Patrick Crusius, 21, a
white Texan, who told police that he was targeting
“Mexicans,” according to an arrest warrant published by
US media.

The tragedy in El Paso was committed on the basis of
“racist” anti-Mexican rhetoric, Jesus Seade, Mexico’s
foreign ministry undersecretary for North America, said
during a memorial after that shooting.  Critics of Trump
have accused him of stoking such hatred.

The shooting in El Paso came hours before a gunman
in Dayton, Ohio killed nine people, reigniting calls for
gun control in the United States where firearms were
linked to nearly 40,000 deaths in 2017.

“We need to end this epidemic,” former Texas con-

gressman Beto O’Rourke reacted on Twitter after the lat-
est killings. O’Rourke, a Democratic presidential hopeful,
expressed sympathy with “everyone in West Texas who
has to endure this again.”

Another Democratic contender, former San Antonio
mayor Julian Castro, appealed on Twitter to the
Republican-controlled Senate “who refuse to move on
gun reform.” “What is the number? How many
Americans are you willing to sacrifice to the NRA?”
After a series of mass shootings since late July Trump
had expressed provisional support for implementing uni-
versal background checks.

The president’s position is crucial, because congres-
sional Republicans, who count on gun rights supporters
for votes, cannot move on tougher firearms legislation
without his support. 

However, US media including The Washington Post
and The Atlantic in late August quoted White House
sources as saying Trump promised National Rifle
Association head Wayne LaPierre he would not pressure
Congress for a stringent, universal, pre-sale review of all
gun buyers.  — AFP

Seven dead, 21 
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The drone comes in two models capable of “surveil-
lance and reconnaissance missions and continuous flight
for precision missions”, state news agency IRNA  quot-
ed him as saying. “This drone can undertake any drone
missions we entrust it with... it can fly more than 1,000
kilometers (620 miles) and find its target with preci-

sion,” he said. The newly launched UAV can carry differ-
ent munitions and can climb to an altitude of 5,000
meters (15,000 feet), according to state television.

“This unmanned aircraft is capable of hitting targets
far from the country’s borders and undertaking air
defense from the enemy’s territory,” said Sabahifard.

The unveiling comes at a time of rising tensions
with the United States, which have escalated since
last year when US President Donald Trump withdrew
from a 2015 nuclear deal with Iran and reimposed
sanctions. Iran shot down a US Global Hawk drone
with a surface-to-air missile in June for allegedly
violating its airspace, an accusation the United
States denies. — AFP 
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located. In Grand Bahama, businesses were boarded
up and thousands have evacuated Dorian’s predicted
path. “It feels like we are standing in a line waiting for a
beating,” Yasmin Rigby, a resident of the island’s main
city Freeport, said. “People are battened down awaiting
the storm; some are still getting last minute items. Many
are already in shelters.” According to Rigby, memories
of past hurricanes were still fresh-including 2005’s his-
toric storm Wilma when it took weeks for water, food
and electricity to be back to normal.

The storm’s leisurely pace, coupled with the storm
surge predictions, poses a fearful prospect for many of
the islands, some barely feet above sea level.

Prime Minister Hubert Minnis has warned residents “the
price you may pay for not evacuating is your life or other
serious physical harm.” Still, Rigby was among the Grand
Bahamians who said they intend to ride the storm out.

‘Very great danger’ 
Trump, who canceled a high-profile trip to Warsaw

to focus on storm preparations, was due to receive an
updated hurricane briefing from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency yesterday.

Kevin McAleenan, acting homeland security secre-

tary, said hurricane force winds could hit Florida, fol-
lowed by a prolonged rain event, combined with a storm
surge. “That’s going to be very difficult as the storm
starts to move northward, mostly like, up the coast of
Florida and toward Georgia and South Carolina,” he
said on ABC’s “This Week.”

While Miami appeared likely to be largely spared,
30-year-old David Duque, picking up sandbags there
on Saturday, noted “everything could change... I know it
could be a scare, but better prepare instead of doing
nothing.” The Florida National Guard said roughly
2,000 service members had been mobilized, with anoth-
er 2,000 poised to join them.

‘Absolute monster’ 
Trump has declared a federal state of emergency in

Florida, authorizing US assistance to supplement state
and local efforts. Following a similar state order in
Florida, South Carolina Governor Henry McMaster
declared a state of emergency Saturday, saying, “Given
the strength and unpredictability of the storm, we must
prepare for every possible scenario.”

Neighboring North Carolina also declared a state of
emergency, and Georgia announced a state of emer-
gency for 12 counties. The US Coast Guard said large
commercial vessels should plan to leave ports from
south Florida to Savannah, Georgia, and advised pleas-
ure craft to seek safe harbor. Orlando International
Airport was to protectively halt commercial flights at
2:00 am (0600 GMT) today, and Florida’s NASA
Kennedy Space Centre said it was moving an enormous
mobile rocket launcher inside to protect it. — AFP 

Dorian, the strongest 
storm this year hits...

This US Navy photo obtained yesterday shows sailors assigned to the Whidbey Island-class amphibious dock landing ship USS Fort McHenry (LSD 43) as they heave line on Naval Station Mayport in preparation for Hurricane Dorian. —AFP

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis said yesterday he was late to his weekly
Angelus prayer because he had been stuck in a Vatican elevator and had to be
freed by firemen. He followed the tale of his rescue with a surprise announce-
ment about the creation of 13 new, red-hatted cardinals of the Catholic
Church-including 10 possible future popes.

“I have to apologize for being late,” the smiling 82-year old pontiff told
crowds of faithful patiently waiting for him to appear at his study window
overlooking Saint Peter’s Square. “I was trapped in a lift for 25 minutes, there
was a power outage and the lift stopped, but then the firemen came,” he said.

“Let’s give a round of applause to the fire service,” he then said, prompting
cheers and applause from the crowd. Italian television networks that live-
stream the Angelus had been concerned that the unprecedented seven-
minute delay might have been due to health reasons.

Francis seems to have unlimited energy despite his age. But he lost part of
a lung in his youth, and the occasional grimace bears witness to the sciatic
pain that is a near-constant companion. “There was a moment of great worry
over what could have happened to him,” said Vania De Luca, Vatican expert
for Rai News. It was believed to be the first time the Vatican’s head of state,
who leads the world’s 1.2 billion Catholics, has got stuck in a lift. In 2015 two

nuns were reported to have survived three days trapped in a lift in Rome
without food and water. They were reported to have said they “prayed so
much” during their ordeal-something Francis also may have done. A satirical
feed on the pope’s computer search history, Vatican just Googled, tweeted
“how to get out of stuck elevator”. The Argentine pontiff did not appear shak-
en by the episode, giving a little chuckle as he recounted what had happened.
He then unveiled the second surprise of the day: his decision to create 13 new
“princes” of the Church next month.

Ten of them are under 80 years old and will therefore be eligible to vote
for his successor as members of the college of cardinals, from whose ranks a
new pope is chosen. The newcomers hail from North America, Central
America, Africa, Europe, and Asia as the Argentine pontiff gradually shapes a
less European college of cardinals. Vatican experts said the picks showed
Francis’s particular concern to build bridges with other religions and support
migrants-issues close to the pontiff’s heart.

Francis also made a plea yesterday for another hot-button topic that has
become a cornerstone of his papacy: the environment. In a message to mark
this year’s World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, the pope called on
individuals across the world to make changes to their daily habits to stop cli-
mate change in its tracks. “This is the time to reflect on our lifestyles and how
our daily choices in terms of food, consumption, travel, use of water, energy
and many other material goods are often reckless and harmful,” he said. He
also praised young climate activists who have been upping pressure on insti-
tutions, saying all eyes would be on the upcoming UN Climate Action Summit
on September 23 in New York.

“May God... give us the courage to do good without waiting for others to
begin, without waiting for it to be too late,” Francis said. — AFP 

Pope freed by firemen
after getting stuck 
in Vatican lift BERLIN: Chancellor Angela Merkel’s

conservatives and her Social Democrat
(SPD) coalition partners held off a surge
in far right support in two state elections
in eastern Germany yesterday, averting
an immediate crisis for the ruling alliance.

Merkel’s Christian Democrats (CDU)
remained the largest party in Saxony but
saw their vote share drop by 7.4 points
from the last election in 2014 to 32 per-
cent, with the far-right Alternative for
Germany (AfD) coming second, prelimi-
nary results showed.

The AfD harnessed voter anger over
refugees and the planned closure of coal
mines in the formerly communist eastern
states, casting itself as the heir of the
demonstrators who brought about the fall
of the Berlin Wall three decades ago. In
Brandenburg, which surrounds Berlin, the
left-leaning SPD clung on to first place in
a state they have run since German

reunification in 1990, winning 27.2 per-
cent of the vote - ahead of the AfD on
22.8 percent, preliminary results showed.

The ruling parties’ setbacks were not
as major as feared and the results allevi-
ate some pressure on the national coali-
tion led by Merkel, who has loomed large
on the European stage since 2005, and
could reassure a European Union
unnerved by Brexit.

“The results are a reminder of how lit-
tle CDU and SPD would stand to gain
from new elections right now. That might
help stabilize Merkel’s position, at least
for now,” said Carsten Nickel, managing
director at Teneo, a consultancy. Much
depends on the SPD, which rules with the
radical Left party in Brandenburg. The
party sank into turmoil after its worst
performance in European elections in
May, is polling close to record lows and
is still searching for a leader. — Reuters

Merkel allies weather far-right 
surge in German regional elections


