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Established 1961 

Kuwait Times:  Tell us more about American
International College

Crummett: AIC’s mission is to improve and enrich lives
by meeting the higher education, training, partnership, and
economic development needs of the State of Kuwait and
the Gulf region.  Our aim is to provide high-quality, inno-
vative programs centered on the intellectual, cultural, and
personal growth of all learners.  We are a student-cen-
tered college, academically rigorous and focused on learn-
ing outcomes, with strong, integrated support services,
including English foundation programs, advising, and
career services. In its inaugural year, American
International College (AIC) offers seven diploma pro-
grams:  four in Business Administration (Finance,
Accounting, Management, and Entrepreneurship &
Innovation), two in design (Graphic Design and Interior
Design), and Information Systems.  

KT:  What distinguishes AIC?
Crummett: Our learning spaces are highly conducive

to collaborative, technology-enabled, and globally net-
worked approaches. With the rapid growth of technology
and communication networks we are utilizing these sys-
tems to better serve our students whether they are major-
ing in information systems or interior design. We are look-
ing to develop a partnership with Huawei, for example, to
offer certificate programs that will advance our ability to

prepare students for achievement in their chosen field of
study. Our facilities include specialized science labs, stu-
dios for our graphic and interior design majors, and a trad-
ing center for our business students.  Academic resources
include advising and testing to ensure that students begin
their academic journey prepared and engaged. The library
is fully resourced and soon to be networked with our aca-
demic partners in the United States, Wayne State
University (Michigan), and Broward College (Florida)
allowing students to access online data bases and special-
ized resources.   

KT:  Are there any relationships with international
institutions for future cooperation to develop students’
skills?

Crummett: AIC is proud to partner with Wayne State
University (WSU) in Detroit, Michigan where academic
excellence and pioneering research are central to their
mission.  WSU is one of the 50 largest universities in the
United States and has received the Carnegie Foundation’s
highest classifications for research and community engage-
ment.  WSU is renowned for innovation and interdiscipli-
nary research in areas such as engineering, the environ-
ment, entrepreneurship, data analytics, human services and
education. As AIC grows, we will deepen our partnership
with WSU to include additional specializations in line with
global trends and Kuwait’s National Development Plan.  

KT:  The industry complains that new employees lack
skills to effectively think critically and solve business
problems.  Do you see AIC is shifting towards a more
liberal education for better employees?  What are the
issues of today that you feel AIC should be preparing
its students for? 

Crummett: We are tasked with the responsibility of
making sure our students are prepared and ready for their
academic careers, post-college life, and the workforce.  As
educators we are providing AIC students with a dynamic
learning environment through an American based curricu-
lum fully vetted by our international partners along with
instruction, policies, and support services that are respon-
sive to their needs.  We aim to offer high-quality, leading-
edge academic programs and community engagement ini-
tiatives that meet Kuwait’s and the region’s needs.  Our
starting point includes majors such as entrepreneurship
and innovation where students will gain hands-on experi-
ence on how to develop new businesses that will bring
about innovative opportunities, both for themselves and for
the local business community.

KT:  How does AIC contribute to furthering economic
diversification in Kuwait? 

Crummett: First, our programs are about promoting
economic growth and entrepreneurship through educational
partnerships, in business and industry, local and internation-

al, to provide students with the skills necessary for success
in a diversified economy envisioned in Kuwait’s National
Development Plan: New Kuwait 2035.  Second, lifelong
learning.  We will provide education and training that pro-
duces graduates with the competencies to meet the needs of
Kuwait’s national development plans thereby promoting
career preparedness in a changing economic environment.
And global engagement is also critical.  We fully support the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) out-
lined in Kuwait’s National Development Plan to guide our
global engagement.  The SDGs will orient students’ academ-
ic experiences to help them become engaged citizens dedi-
cated to solving world challenges and contributing to their
communities.  

KT:  What is on the agenda for 2020?
Crummett: As we seek PUC approval, 2020 will see AIC

offering an exciting array of Bachelor’s degrees in business,
engineering, and computer science/data analytics. 

American International College 
and the students of tomorrow 

By Faten Omar

American International College (AIC) is opening its new campus in South Jahra. To commemorate this event,
Kuwait Times sits down for an exclusive interview with President of American International College
Maria Crummett. Here she speaks about the future of AIC, the economic diversification of Kuwait and

how its unique brand of education will lead its student to a better tomorrow. 

Maria Crummett - President of American International College 

Notice

TIES Center cordially invites you to our Tafseer class
(Divine Wisdom from the Last Testament) on
September 2, 2019, at 7 pm. In this class we will focus

on verses 7 and 8 of Surat Al-Hashr (The Gathering). In that
class, we will discuss the reasons behind the emergence of
the hypocrisy phenomenon in Medina, how the hypocrites
were defeated, and their final abode. We will also learn how
the spoils (of war) were distributed, how Allah (SWT) takes
care of the weak and the needy, and how Prophet Muhammad

(PBUH) proved to be altruist in distributing the spoils (of
war) and the booty - among others. We will see what Aisha
(RA) told her co-wives when they decided to send Uthman
bin Affa’an to Abu Baker Al-Siddeeq to seek their share of
inheritance after Prophet Muhammad’s death, and why
prophets and messengers did not bequeath any property to
their families. We will also discuss privileges that those
appointed in public office used to enjoy during Prophet
Muhammad’s era and the lessons learnt from that.

At a glittering awards gala ceremony in
St Petersburg, Russia, Talise Spa at
Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel &

Spa received four prestigious awards at the
World Luxury Restaurant and Spa Awards
2019. Talise Spa was honorably awards
“Luxury Wellness Spa”, “Luxury Beach
Resort Spa”, “Luxury Destination Spa” and
“Luxury Resort Spa” award this year.

Epitomizing authentic luxury, Talise Spa,
a haven for the mind and body, takes a holis-
tic approach to embody the philosophy of
preserving wellness. It focuses on body,
mind and spirit rejuvenation with an array of
health and beauty facilities as well as spa
products. A daily calendar of activities such
as meditation, yoga and other healthy
lifestyle practices elevates the whole spa
experience. 

Savino Leone, General Manager of
Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel & Spa said:

“We are very proud and absolutely honored
with being recognized for our continual
efforts in providing our guests with excep-
tional experiences. I would like to thank
everyone who voted for Talise Spa and
express my gratitude to each member of the
Talise Spa team. Receiving these award
fourth year in a row is an inspiration for our
entire team, continuously motivating us all to
keep on striving for nothing less than per-
fection for our guest.”

Launched in 2015, the dynamic World
Spa Awards sets a benchmark in excellence.
Designed to drive the evolution of spa and
wellness tourism, the awards raise standards
by recognising and rewarding industry lead-
ers. With votes cast by spa professionals and
the public, Talise Spa of Jumeirah Messilah
Beach Hotel & Spa continues to shine at the
World Luxury Restaurant and Spa Awards
four years consecutively. 

Talise Spa at Jumeirah 
Messilah Beach Hotel & 
Spa wins four awards INGREDIENTS

2 cups milk chocolate chips
1/2 cup heavy whipping cream
1 package graham crackers, quartered
1 cup marshmallow creme
2 cartons milk chocolate for dipping
4 ounces white candy coating, melted, optional

DIRECTIONS
Place chocolate chips in a small bowl. In a small saucepan, bring

cream just to a boil. Pour over chocolate; stir with a whisk until
smooth. Cool to room temperature or until mixture reaches a
spreading consistency, about 10 minutes.

Spread chocolate mixture over half of the graham crackers.
Spread marshmallow creme over remaining graham crackers; place
over chocolate-covered crackers, pressing to adhere.

Melt dipping chocolate according to package directions. Dip
each s’more halfway into dipping chocolate; allow excess to drip off.
Place on waxed paper-lined baking sheets; let stand until dipping
chocolate is set.

If desired, drizzle tops with melted white candy coating; let stand
until set. Store in an airtight container in the refrigerator.

Mini S’mores
Recipes


