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Iran’s Rouhani 
warns Macron of
looming nuclear step
TEHRAN: President Hassan Rouhani spoke with French
counterpart Emmanuel Macron on Saturday, warning him
Iran would take the next step in reducing its nuclear com-
mitments unless Europe lives up to its own undertakings.
Tensions have spiked in the Gulf since May last year when
President Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew the US
from a nuclear deal between Iran and world powers-
known formally as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA). The escalation has seen ships attacked, drones
downed and tankers seized in the Strait of Hormuz, a
chokepoint for around a third of the world’s sea-borne oil.
At the height of the crisis, Trump ordered strikes against
Iran on June 21 before cancelling them at the last minute.
Macron has been leading efforts to de-escalate the situa-
tion, and expressed hopes at a G7 meeting last week of
bringing Rouhani and Trump together for a meeting.

But Rouhani has played down the likelihood of that
happening unless the United States first lifts crippling
sanctions that it has slapped on Iran since pulling out of
the deal. “If Europe cannot operationalise its commit-
ments, Iran will take its third step to reduce its JCPOA
commitments,” Rouhani told Macron in a phone call,
quoted by the government website. However, “this step,
just like the other ones, will be reversible,” he added.

“Unfortunately after this unilateral move by the US,
European countries did not take concrete measures to
implement their commitments. “The contents of JCPOA
are unchangeable and all parties must be committed to
its contents,” he said. Rouhani said Iran had two priori-
ties: for all parties to the JCPOA to fully implement their
obligations and “securing the safety of all free maritime
transportation in all waterways including the Persian Gulf
and Strait of Hormuz”. In a statement from his office,
Macron stressed the importance of “the current dynamic
to create the conditions for a de-escalation through dia-
logue and building a durable solution in the region”. A
French diplomatic source said it was important, after
recent discussions between Paris and Tehran, to establish
that Rouhani was “still ready to negotiate. And that is the
case”. Twelve months after the US pulled out of the
nuclear deal, Iran began reducing its commitments under
the accord. —AFP

BAGRAM: In this file photo US soldiers salute during a flag lowering ceremony at the Bagram Air Base. —AFP

Taleban to give security guarantees as US withdraws troops 
DOHA: US and Taleban negotiators are “at the threshold
of an agreement” to end 18 years of conflict between them,
Washington’s top negotiator said yesterday as he conclud-
ed their latest talks. The foes have been meeting in Doha to
finalize a deal under which the Taleban would give security
guarantees in return for sharp reductions to the 13,000-
strong US force in Afghanistan. “We are at the threshold of
an agreement that will reduce violence and open the door
for Afghans to sit together to negotiate an honorable and
sustainable peace,” tweeted Washington’s special envoy to
Afghanistan Zalmay Khalilzad.

Khalilzad added that he would travel to Kabul later
yesterday “for consultations” following the end of the
eighth and final day of the latest round of talks. The US
negotiator did not say if he had a finalized text to submit
to the Afghan authorities, but several officials have hinted
in recent days that moving talks to Kabul could signal a
positive outcome. “Despite speculation, we do not yet
have an announcement to make,” a US State Department
spokesperson said, adding that Khalilzad would speak to a

wide range of Afghans in Kabul, including government
leaders. US troops were first sent to Afghanistan after the
September 11, 2001 attacks carried out by Al-Qaeda,
which was sheltered by the former Taleban regime.
Washington now wants to end its military involvement-the
longest in its history-and has been talking to the Taleban
since at least 2018.

Upcoming polls
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo previously said he

hoped a deal would be finalized before September 1 ahead
of Afghan polls due later this month, and next year’s US
presidential vote. The Taleban’s spokesman in Doha, Suhail
Shaheen said Saturday that a deal “is near to finalized” but
did not specify what obstacles remain to its conclusion.
The agreement will centre on the US withdrawing troops
in exchange for a Taleban guarantee that Afghanistan will
not be used as a jihadist safe haven.

Negotiations between the Taleban and the Afghan gov-
ernment, and an eventual ceasefire, will also be key pillars

of any deal. Such a deal would help foster “a unified, sov-
ereign Afghanistan that does not threaten the United
States, its allies, or any other country”, Khalilzad added in
his Sunday tweet. The apparent final phase of talks follows
an excruciating few months for Afghans.

The war-torn nation’s people have watched on largely
voiceless as US negotiators cut a deal with the Taleban
while largely sidelining the government of President Ashraf
Ghani. This ninth round of talks has also progressed
against a backdrop of persistent violence, with the Taleban
staging a brazen attack on the northern city of Kunduz
over the weekend.  A government spokesman said yester-
day that Afghan security forces had cleared Kunduz of
Taleban fighters who had tried to overwhelm the city from
several directions the previous day. After heavy fighting
that included US air support, interior ministry spokesman
Nasrat Rahimi told AFP that “the situation is back to nor-
mal”. However the Taleban disputed the claim, saying
insurgents were holding onto their positions in the strate-
gically important city. —AFP

Afghan killer 
sparks far-right 
criticism in France
LYON: An Afghan asylum seeker who
killed a man and stabbed several others
in the French city of Lyon sparked a row
about immigration yesterday as new
details emerged about his rampage.
Investigators said the killer appeared to
have psychological problems and had
smoked large quantities of cannabis
before stabbing a 19-year-old to death
and injuring eight others on Saturday
afternoon at a bus station in the
Villeurbanne suburb. 

He was found in public records with
two identities and three different dates
of birth, making him either 33, 31 or 27
years’ old, prosecutor Nicolas Jacquet
told a press conference in Lyon yester-
day. During “confused” interviews with
police, he said he was Muslim “who had
heard voices saying God had been
insulted and instructing him to kill,”
Jacquet said, adding that the case was
being treated as a criminal, rather than
terrorist, incident. Jacquet paid tribute to

three bus drivers and other members of
the public who had succeeded in corner-
ing the man and persuading him to drop
his knife and a meat skewer before the
police arrived on the scene.

“I want to pay tribute to the actions of
witnesses. Their courageous and con-
trolled intervention was decisive in ending
these criminal acts,” he added. Sofiane, a
17-year-old from the area, told AFP on
Sunday that the dead man was one of the
first to try to reason with the knifeman.
The killer “stabbed him and then when he
fell on the ground, he continued,” Sofiane
explained. Far-right figurehead Marine Le
Pen led criticism of what she termed “the
laxness of migration policy” in France
which she said was “a serious threat to
the safety of French people.”

Exploitation?
Prosecutor Jacquet said the knifeman

had been first registered in France in
2009 as a minor, but he then travelled to
Germany, Norway, Britain and Italy
before returning to France in 2016 where
he was granted temporary residency
rights. His room in an asylum seekers’
centre near to scene of the stabbings
was raided by police on Sunday night.

The mayor of Villeurbanne, Jean-Paul

Bret from the Socialist party, accused Le
Pen and others on the right and far-right
of “exploiting things politically.” “It’s the
classic reaction from the far-right which
tries to turn a dramatic event to its
advantage,” he told the RTL radio sta-
tion. He also reminded Le Pen that offer-
ing asylum to people fleeing conflict in

places such as Afghanistan was an inter-
national duty that France respected.

France has been the victim of a string
of Islamist-inspired terror attacks since
2015 that have cost hundreds of lives.
Two of the eight injured victims remained
in hospital on Sunday, but none was in
intensive care, Jacquet said.—AFP

LYON: City employees clean blood spots on the site of a knife attack, in Villeurbanne on the
outskirts of Lyon, south-eastern France.—AFP


