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Harasawa bounced
by Czech Krpalek 
at world judo
TOKYO: Czech giant Lukas Krpalek
beat Japan’s Hisayoshi Harasawa to
capture judo’s world heavyweight title
yesterday and fire a warning for next
year’s Tokyo Olympics.

The hulking 28-year-old won half-
heavyweight gold at the 2016 Rio
Olympics  and looked ominous ly
strong after stepping up to the +100-
kilogram class.  Entering with a roar
at Tokyo’s iconic Budokan, venue for
the 1964 Tokyo Games and next year’s
Olympics, Krpalek was awarded vic-
tory after Harasawa picked up his
third penalty deep into the golden
score.

Harasawa, the 2016 Rio Olympic
silver medallist, had stunned Georgian
giant Guram Tushishvili in the semi-
finals, robbing him of his world title.

In the absence of France’s Olympic
champion Teddy Riner, the 27-year-
old ran out  of  s team in  the f ina l ,
although still secured an upgrade on

the bronze medal he won at last year’s
world championships in Baku.

Earlier, Japanese teenager Akira
Sone bagged gold on her world cham-
pionship debut, upsetting Cuba’s for-
mer Olympic champion Idalys Ortiz in
the women’s heavyweight final.

The 19-year-old Asian Games gold
medallist quickly forced Ortiz onto the
back foot, sustained pressure bringing
a third penalty against the +78-kilo
division’s top-ranked fighter and giv-
ing Sone victory.

“All I was thinking about today was
winning that  gold medal ,”  sa id  a
sweat-drenched Sone after capturing
Japan’s fourth gold of the week.

“I was determined not to show any
weakness or give her any opening
because she’s so strong. I didn’t care
how I won, I just wanted it so badly.
“I tried to attack and set the tempo,”
added the Fukuoka native. “The goal
now is to do the same at the Tokyo
Olympics and make sure I win gold
there too.”

Japan’s defending world champion
Sarah Asahina had to  set t le  for
bronze. Japan top the medals table
after Joshiro Maruyama, Uta Abe and
Shohei Ono bagged golds earlier in

the week. The hosts have also picked
up six silver and five bronze medals.
France have won three gold medals
but no silvers and just two bronze.

Japan a lso dominated the 2018
world championships in Baku, captur-

ing eight of the 15 gold medals avail-
able. But the host nation could face
more resistance at the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics on the evidence of the past
week, the amuse-bouche to next sum-
mer’s main event. —AFP

TOKYO: Czech Republic’s Lukas Krpalek (white) competes against South Korea’s
Kim Min-jung in men’s over 100kg category semi-finals match during the 2019
Judo World Championships at the Nippon Budokan, a venue for the upcoming
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games, in Tokyo yesterday. —AFP

World Cup 
heartbreak yet to
fully hit Wales star
Anscombe
LONDON: Gareth Anscombe says the impact of miss-
ing the Rugby World Cup will not hit home till the star
fly-half sees his Wales team-mates run out for their first
pool match in Japan.

The 28-year-old New Zealand-born playmaker —
who was man of the match when Wales overwhelmed
Ireland 25-7 in March to win their third Six Nations
Grand Slam under Warren Gatland — will miss the
sport’s quadrennial showpiece due to a knee injury he
suffered in a warm-up match with England earlier this

month. Dan Biggar will step in to the starting XV
whose f irst  match at the World Cup is against
Georgia on September 23 in Toyota City. “I don’t
think it is fully going to hit until I wake up at eight in
the morning to watch the boys run out in Japan,”
Anscombe told The Times in his first interview since
his dreams were dashed.

Anscombe, who qualified for Wales through his
Welsh mother, says his injury put paid to two years of
careful planning by Gatland in how best to use him and
Biggar during games. 

“We spent a hell of a lot of time working towards this
and particularly the last two years, what we’ve achieved
has been pretty special,” said Anscombe, who was first
capped in 2015. “It is disappointing for that journey to
end so quickly. It wasn’t meant to be for my journey. “It’s
been pretty eventful, but I feel like I’ve been able to
become a lot more comfortable in the group.

“That’s the hardest thing. You spend all this time
training — I spent two weeks in Switzerland doing a lot
of hard work — and for it to be taken away so quickly,

you want to get over to Japan and spend six weeks with
the boys and hopefully there is a pretty big trophy at
the end of it.”

Anscombe, who said he felt “pretty numb” when the
scan revealed the anterior cruciate ligament damage to
his right knee and also an injury to his meniscus, said he
was not sure teams required four warm-up games
before the tournament itself. 

“They are tough,” he said. “It’s pretty rare that you
go ten weeks without a game and then your first game is
a game of international rugby. “We need the games.
Whether four is the magic number I don’t know.”
Anscombe, who revealed the surgeon took a graft from
his hamstring — “that’s my new ACL,” he says noncha-
lantly — believes Wales have a chance of winning their
first World Cup and give the departing Gatland the ulti-
mate leaving present.     

“It’s not the be-all and end-all but I do think it’s really
important that we can win the pool (the winners would
play the runners-up in Pool C likely to be either England
or France),” he said. —AFP

All Blacks fuelling 
Italy rugby ambitions
MILAN: For the European youngsters camp finished
with an emotional presentation of the traditional All
Blacks ceremonial “Haka”.  For five days 42 young-
sters — including three girls — aged 12 to 18 years
had been immersed in Kiwi culture during the inau-
gural “All Blacks Clinic” on the outskirts of Milan.

Former players Anthony Tuitavake, 37, and 43-
year-old Norm Maxwell — with 42 All Black caps
between them — directed sessions in the classroom
and on the pitch along with New Zealand coaches
Evan Crawford and PJ Williams. Run in conjunction
with Rugby Milano, a club in the Italian second tier
Serie A, the clinic attracted children from not only
Italy but Greece, Belgium and Slovenia. “It may
sound arrogant but it’s about bringing the game of
rugby to Italy and to share the All Black way of doing
things,” said Crawford.

“Just like Italy have wonderful football teams like
Juventus and AC Milan, in New Zealand rugby is in
our blood.” There was the technical side of the game,
but also how their culture has made New Zealand
world champions a record three times.

The fact that Wales have ousted New Zealand from
the top of the world rankings after a decade was also
discussed along with the choices of All Blacks coach
Steve Hansen and Conor O’Shea’s 13th-ranking Italians
before the World Cup starting on September 20 in
Japan. “In New Zealand when you sing together it
brings everybody together,” continued Crawford.
“When the boys and girls arrived on Monday we start-
ed singing. They found that surprising but it’s all about
bringing people together than makes rugby great.”

Maxwell, who racked up 36 Tests with the All
Blacks as a rampaging lock forward, also stressed the
community aspect of the game. “We worked on the
basics, but the first message of the New Zealand
champions is linked to the concept of kindness, smile
and encourage,” he said.  “We start the day with a
‘Buongiorno’ and from there we build strength in the
field. “‘Together’ is the other key word. The All Blacks
uses a Maori song to explain it — Tutira mai nga iwi,
Tatou tatou e” (Stand together people, all of us, all of
us). “Always focus on your objective. Success
depends on you. We are never alone but we take
strength from our companions.” —AFP

ANAHEIM: Mookie Betts’ two-out home run in the
top of the 15th inning snapped a tie and lifted the
Boston Red Sox to a 7-6 win over the Los Angeles
Angels on Friday night/Saturday morning in Anaheim,
Calif. It was Betts’ second home run of the game — he
also went deep in the first inning, on the fifth pitch of
the game. His 15th-inning homer, his 23rd of the year,
came on the 473rd pitch of the game. Andrew Cashner
(11-7), the last of eight Red Sox pitchers, did not allow
a hit in four scoreless innings to get the win over
Trevor Cahill (3-9), who was the Angels’ eighth pitch-
er as well. J.D. Martinez had a home run and a double
for Boston. Albert Pujols had four hits and drove in
three runs, and Brian Goodwin hit two home runs for
the Angels, who lost for the seventh time in eight
games and fell a season-worst eight games under
.500 (64-72). Shohei Ohtani had a rough game, going
0-for-8 with four strikeouts.

PIRATES 9, ROCKIES 4
Melky Cabrera hit a three-run homer, Starling

Marte had three hits and tied a career high with four
runs, and Pittsburgh beat Colorado in Denver. Josh
Bell also had three hits while Kevin Newman, Bryan
Reynolds, Colin Moran and Cabrera had two hits
each for the Pirates, who continued their domination
of the Rockies at Coors Field. Pittsburgh has won 13
of 17 games in Denver dating back to July 27, 2014.
Every position player had at least one hit and start-
ing pitcher Dario Agrazal (4-3) drove in a run for the
Pirates, who have won six of their last eight games.
Agrazal (4-3) allowed three runs on nine hits in five-
plus innings.

A’S 8, YANKEES 2
Jurickson Profar and rookie Seth Brown drove in

three runs apiece as Oakland won at New York. Profar
homered in the second inning off CC Sabathia, and
then snapped a 2-2 deadlock with a two-run double
down the right field line off Tommy Kahnle (3-1) in the
sixth. Brown came off the bench to go 3-for-3, giving
him seven hits in his past seven at-bats, one hit shy of
the longest streak in franchise history. A’s starter Brett
Anderson (11-9) tossed six innings of two-run ball,
allowing six hits and two walks with one strikeout.

DIAMONDBACKS 5, DODGERS 4
Tim Locastro scored the go-ahead run in the

eighth on a balk after reaching base on a strikeout as
Arizona rallied to beat the Los Angeles in Phoenix.
Locastro opened the eighth with a swinging strikeout,
but the pitch got away from catcher Russell Martin for
a passed ball. Locastro stole second, went to third on
a soft single to center by Adam Jones and was award-
ed home plate when right-hander Yimi Garcia (1-4)
balked. Garcia failed to step off the rubber while look-
ing to throw to first base. Arizona tied its season high
with its fifth consecutive victory.

ASTROS 7, BLUE JAYS 4
George Springer had a three-run homer and drove

in four runs as Houston defeated host Toronto in the
opener of their three-game series. Springer’s home
run broke a 1-1 tie in the fifth inning, and his RBI dou-
ble in the sixth stretched the lead to 6-1.Alex Bregman

had two hits and an RBI, and Michael Brantley and
Jose Altuve also had two hits for the Astros, who have
won seven of their past eight games and 10 of 12.
Astros starter Wade Miley threw 95 pitches before he
was removed after 3 2/3 innings. He allowed just one
run and two hits, but walked five and struck out five.
Collin McHugh (4-5) pitched one third of an inning to
get the win.

TWINS 13, TIGERS 5
C.J. Cron blasted a three-run homer and Minnesota

rolled to its sixth straight victory and eighth consecu-
tive on the road by pounding host Detroit. It was the
only homer of the night for the Twins, who now have
262 home runs, five shy of the single-season record
set by the New York Yankees last season. Seattle hit
264 in 1997. Minnesota scored 12 runs in the first four
innings. Eddie Rosario had two hits, two runs scored
and three RBIs. Max Kepler doubled twice, scored
three runs and drove in another. Jorge Polanco had
three hits and scored twice, while Nelson Cruz col-
lected three hits, a run scored and two RBIs.

RAYS 4, INDIANS 0
Jesus Aguilar belted a three-run homer to cap a

four-run seventh inning as Tampa Bay blanked
Cleveland in St. Petersburg, Fla. Avisail Garcia had an
RBI single with one out in the seventh inning for the
Rays, who have won two consecutive overall and four
of five against Cleveland this season. The teams com-
bined for just eight hits through the first 6 1/2 score-
less innings before Austin Meadows singled to right
field off Shane Bieber (12-7) to lead off the seventh.
Meadows advanced to third on a shallow single to
center by Travis d’Arnaud before coming around to
score on Garcia’s single to left field.

CUBS 7, BREWERS 1
Nicholas Castellanos hit a pair of two-run home

runs, and host Chicago cruised past Milwaukee behind
starting pitcher Jose Quintana. Castellanos hit home
runs No. 21 and 22 in the first and second innings, and
Quintana (12-8) helped himself with his first career
extra base hit, a run-scoring double in the Cubs’
three-run second inning. Castellanos has 11 home runs
in 27 games with the Cubs, after hitting 11 in 100
games as a Detroit Tiger before being traded.

BRAVES 10, WHITE SOX 7
Adeiny Hechavarria’s pinch-hit single in the sev-

enth inning drove home two runs and gave host
Atlanta some breathing room in withstanding a rally
to beat Chicago. The Braves loaded the bases on
walks, and Hechavarria greeted rel iever Evan
Marshall with a two-out liner to center field that
extended Atlanta’s lead to 8-5. Hechavarria has 10
hits and nine RBI in 12 games with the Braves since
joining them on Aug. 16. The White Sox scored twice
with two outs in the ninth against reliever Anthony
Swarzak. That forced the Braves to bring in closer
Mark Melancon, who struck out Tim Anderson for
the final out to earn his seventh save.

NATIONALS 7, MARLINS 6
Anthony Rendon hit a two-run, walk-off single in

the ninth inning, leading host Washington to a wild
win over Miami. Washington’s Daniel Hudson blew a
one-run lead in the top of the ninth, allowing a two-
run homer to Starlin Castro, who finished 3-for-5 with
three RBIs. But Miami’s Ryne Stanek (0-4) also blew a
save chance, giving the win to Hudson (8-3). Howie
Kendrick started the winning rally with a leadoff sin-
gle, then advanced to second on Trea Turner’s walk
and to third on a Jorge Alfaro passed ball. That set up
Rendon, who lined a 2-1 slider to left.

METS 11, PHILLIES 5
Amed Rosario keyed a five-run outburst in the

eighth inning with a tiebreaking two-run single and
New York snapped a six-game losing streak at the
expense of host Philadelphia. Todd Frazier followed
Rosario’s hit with a three-run homer for the Mets, who
hadn’t led for more than a single inning in any of their
losses to the Atlanta Braves or Chicago Cubs over the
past week. That was the first of two late three-run
homers for Frazier, whose second blast capped a five-
run ninth. Michael Conforto hit a two-run homer earli-
er in the ninth.

GIANTS 8, PADRES 3
Brandon Belt hit the third pitch of the bottom of the

first inning for a two-run home run, and Madison
Bumgarner threw a dominant seven innings, highlight-
ing host San Francisco’s victory over San Diego. Belt
finished with three RBIs, Buster Posey had three hits,
and Mike Yastrzemski homered and scored three
times for the Giants. Belt’s homer was his 16th of the
season. Bumgarner (9-8) allowed only one run, on
Machado’s 28th homer, while giving up four hits and
two walks. He struck out nine.

RANGERS 6, MARINERS 3
Jose Trevino, the No. 9 hitter in the lineup, went 3-

for-3 with two doubles and two RBIs as Texas defeat-
ed Seattle in Arlington, Texas. Danny Santana home-
red, and left-hander Kolby Allard won for the third
time in five starts since being acquired from Atlanta in
a July 30 trade for reliever Chris Martin. Allard (3-0)
allowed two runs on seven hits in 5 2/3 innings. He
walked one and struck out four. Right-hander
Emmanuel Clase pitched a scoreless ninth for his first
career save.

ORIOLES 14, ROYALS 2
Hanser Alberto and Pedro Severino combined for

nine hits as Baltimore trounced host Kansas City. The
Orioles had season highs in runs and hits (21). John
Means (10-9) picked up his first career win against
the Royals. Means, who was a teammate of Royals
center fielder Bubba Starling at Gardner-Edgerton
(Kan.) High School, allowed two runs on five hits, tying
his career best with seven innings pitched. Eric
Skoglund (0-1) took the loss. He gave up six runs on
nine hits in four innings. Jorge Soler entered the
Royals’ record books in the first with his 38th home
run, tying Mike Moustakas’ 2017 season.

REDS-CARDINALS POSTPONED
The game between the Cincinnati Reds and St.

Louis Cardinals was postponed because of inclement
weather, setting up a pair of doubleheaders this week-
end in St. Louis. Saturday was already scheduled to be
a doubleheader, with games scheduled for 1:15 p.m.
ET and 7 p.m. ET. Friday’s postponement will now
make tonite a doubleheader day, as well, with games
at 1:05 p.m. ET and 7:05 p.m. ET.  —Reuters

Pirates pound Rockies, continue Coors Field success

Betts homers in 1st, 15th as 
Red Sox edge LA Angels

ANAHEIM: Luis Rengifo #4 of the Los Angeles Angels is forced out at home by Sandy Leon #3 of the
Boston Red Sox in the fifth inning at Angel Stadium of Anaheim in Anaheim, California. —AFP


