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erge Pizzorno swapped his studio hours on the advice of
Damon Albarn and it made him more productive. The
Kasabian star has just launched his solo project The S.L.P.
and has revealed he spent time in the studio watching the

Blur and Gorillaz star work and he inspired him to change working in
the early hours to normal office hours and he hasn’t looked back since.
He told the latest issue of Q magazine: “I always thought my powers
came at night between, like, 12 and three. “But then I met Damon
Albarn, I went to see him in the studio - we had a game of table tennis,
it was mega - and he was saying that he does nine to six or something.
“I was like, ‘What d’ya mean?’ and he went, ‘No, it’s great!’ “So I
thought I’m gonna give that a go. “Office hours. It was unbelievable

with a couple of weeks, I was going, ‘Man, I’ve done more work, got
more done, and more finished than ever.” Serge released his debut solo
album on Friday (and he has already started work on the next
Kasabian record. The ‘Fire’ hitmakers have been on an extended break
since touring their 2017 LP ‘For Crying Out Loud’ and, although the
guitarist used the hiatus to work on ‘The S.L.P.’ , things have gone so
well he’s now turned his attention to the group’s seventh studio record.
He said: “It’s really exciting. I’m in an amazing space where if I go into
the studio, something’s going to happen. They’re good times because
they’re rare - usually it’s an absolute slog.”

S

ana Del Rey will release new album ‘White
Hot Forever’ in 2020. The ‘Doin’ Time’ singer
has just dropped her new album ‘Norman
Rockwell’ and the prolific star has already

revealed the title of her next full-length project, which
she is planning to “surprise” fans with in the next year or
so. She told The Times newspaper: “I’ve already written
parts of it. “It’s called ‘White Hot Forever’.  “I feel like it
probably will be a surprise release sometime within the
next 12 or 13 months. “I’m really excited right now. I
don’t want to take a break.” Meanwhile, the ‘Video
Games’ hitmaker also discussed the wave of honest
artists coming through, like 17-year-old pop phenome-
non Billie Eilish, who aren’t afraid to sing about sadness,
and admitted she feels she paved the way for modern
pop stars who have “a little bit more thoughtfulness” in
their lyrics. She said: “She’s so sweet and very prodi-
gious.  “The culture is catching up to how people really
are. People aren’t always cheerful 24/7. They have losses
and things they go through things. I like to think I had a

part in it, in opening that door for a little bit more . . .
thoughtfulness.” On ‘Norman Rockwell’, Lana appears to
take aim at Kanye West for his support of America’s
President Donald Trump and also addresses the mass
shootings in the country.  The 34-year-old singer recent-
ly admitted she doesn’t want Kanye to respond to her
mention of him in ‘The Greatest’.  Lana - who performed
at the rapper’s wedding to Kim Kardashian West in 2014
- said about the lyric, “Kanye West is blond and gone”:
“Here’s the thing: I don’t want to elicit a response. You
never feel better for having written something like that.
But Kanye just means so much to us. And by the way, I’m
grateful to be in a country where everyone can have
their own political views. I’m really not more of a liberal
than I am a Republican-I’m in the middle. But it was
more like the mood and the vibe around, Yo, this man is
the greatest! Really? The greatest? It hurt me. Did I
have to say anything? No. But it’s more just a line that
represents a lot of things.”

L

ak-Su have reportedly been dropped by their
record label. The 2017 ‘X Factor’ winners -
comprised of childhood friends Mustafa
Rahimtulla, Ashley Fongho, Jamaal Shurland

and Myles Stephenson - were tipped to be the next One
Direction by the show’s boss Simon Cowell, but just two
years after winning the ITV talent show and two EPs,
they are said to have been given the boot by RCA. An
insider told The Sun newspaper’s Bizarre column: “It’s a
tough time to be in pop and the buzz for Rak-Su fizzled
out fast.  They haven’t delivered the huge chart singles
which bosses were convinced they would, despite being
so popular on the show.  “The feeling is that their
moment has passed and it’s gong to be tough to revive it.
“The boys are determined though and are planning to
continue as a band, trying to get a record deal else-
where.” The boyband reached number two in The Official
UK Chart with ‘Dimelo’ featuring Wyclef Jean, but their
self-titled EP, released on Syco last year, and February’s

‘Rome’ didn’t achieve the same success. In November, the
band split from Syco along with Little Mix after the label
stopped working with Modest! Management, who man-
ages both acts. And Ashley admitted it was “frustrating”
because they were unable to get their music out. He
explained: “How was it last year? Frustrating, confusing
mostly because it affected us putting out music. “When
we came off ‘The X Factor’ there were suddenly a lot of
cooks in the kitchen.  “It has taken us a while to get back
to where we were before.” Whilst Myles had insisted that
the move to RCA was working out and denied a feud
with Simon. He said: “Since we’ve been on RCA we’ve
released the Rome EP, filmed four videos and released
‘Yours Or Mine’, so for us, as long as music is released,
we’re happy.” On the music mogul, he added: “Simon
said, ‘I had faith in you guys, I just want what is best for
you going forward’.”
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issy Elliott and Lizzo have
another collaboration on the
way. The rappers teamed up on
trap banger ‘Tempo’ - which

featured on Lizzo’s debut studio album
‘Cuz I Love You’ - earlier this year, and
now the ‘Work It’ hitmaker has revealed
they’ve recorded a second track for her
own project.  In an interview on ‘The
Angie Martinez show’, Missy teased:
“Lizzo, I love Lizzo. “We have kicked it so
many times in the studio. “We’ve got a
record together on my other thing that is
coming up that is coming up.” Missy’s
next project will follow her EP
‘Iconology’, her first full body of work in
14 years. The 48-year-old superstar - who
hadn’t released a record since 2005’s ‘The
Cookbook’ - surprised fans with a last-
minute announcement last week, before
dropping the mini album at midnight, after
a “tremendous year” so far.  Announcing
the news on Instagram, she wrote: “This
year has been a tremendous year for
me...I am humbled and grateful. THANK
YOU for allowing me to smell the roses.
You, my fans, and God are the reason I am
here and have celebrated every milestone
with me! So, I have a SURPRISE for you...
let’s continue the celebration at midnight
tonight...I’m dropping a collection of new
songs! Let’s #ThrowItBack to a time
when music just felt good and made us
want to dance! Sincerely, Dr. Melissa
“Missy” Elliott #Iconology (sic)” The
‘Work It’ hitmaker’s latest song collection
was produced by herself, Timbaland, and
Wili Hendrix, and includes the single
‘Throw It Back’.  While Missy hadn’t
released an album since 2005 before
‘Iconology’, she has appeared on several

songs in the meantime, including Little
Mix’s ‘How Ya Doin’?’ in 2012, Ariana
Grande tune ‘Borderline’ last year, and
‘Tempo’. The album announcement came
just days ahead of the MTV Video Music
Awards (VMAs), where the ‘Lose Control’
star was honored with the Video
Vanguard Award for her music video con-
tributions over the years.  The ‘Get Ur
Freak On’ hitmaker also gave her first per-
formance at the ceremony in 16 years.

exter Fletcher has been given
Guy Ritchie’s blessing to direct
‘Sherlock Holmes 3’. The 53-
year-old filmmaker has been

hired by Warner Bros. to helm the next
installment in the detective franchise -
which is based on Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle’s world famous - following Guy’s
2009 movie ‘Sherlock Holmes’ and 2011’s
‘Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows’.
Dexter has now revealed he has spoken to
Guy bout taking over the reins and get-

ting to shape the new story for Robert
Downey Jr’s Sherlock and Jude Law’s Dr.
John Watson and the 50-year-old film-
maker has given him his full backing.
When asked if he’d discussed the project
with his predecessor, Dexter said: “Yeah I
have, he’s very generous about it. He’s like,
‘You’re gonna have a great time, go and
have a great time. It’l l  be exciting.’
“Robert’s fantastic, Jude’s amazing, it’s an
incredible cast there and a great opportu-
nity and he’s not around to do it. He’s off
doing what he’s doing. It feels good to be
a part of that. Guy and I go way back and
he’s very generous and sort of think he
finds it rather fun that it’s me.” Dexter
starred in Guy’s 1998 debut feature film,
the crime caper ‘Lock, Stock and Two
Smoking Barrels’ which launched his
career as a director. The ‘Rocketman’
director insists he won’t “ignore” the style
of Guy’s Sherlock previous films but it is
“inevitable” that there will be differences
because they are different creatives.
Dexter said: “I think it’s inevitable isn’t it?
We’re different filmmakers. I’m not gonna
kind of ignore what he did so brilliantly
before, I mean they’ll be an element of
that but I’ll also bring my own voice to it
as well and it will be something sort of
different. That’s the idea of bringing in
somebody new and that thing happens.”
‘Sherlock Holmes’ is scheduled for release
in December 2021.

risten Bell is glad Jonathan Groff gets to
“really sing” in ‘Frozen 2’. The 39-year-
old actress and her co-star are back as
Anna and Kristoff respectively for the

upcoming Disney animated sequel, and she’s
delighted Groff will have the chance to show off his
talents in the movie. She told Entertainment
Tonight: “You are going to get to see Jonathan
Groff sing! Really sing! Finally! “That was my one
critique. We didn’t get enough Jonathan Groff
singing, and to me, he has one of the best singing
voices I’ve ever heard. “I would listen to him
singing the alphabet forever, and he really gets his
dessert in this movie.” Bell revealed she is close to

her co-stars - including Idina Menzel (Elsa) and
Josh Gad (Olaf) - despite not getting to actually
work together while recording their lines for the
film. She said: “It’s so much fun to sing with those
three. I mean, truly. You don’t get to record with
your cast mates when you’re doing an animated
movie, but every time we’re together to do press
like this and stuff, we are in love with each other.
“We have too much fun together!” Meanwhile, the
star recently admitted she told her two daughters -
four-year-old Delta and six-year-old Lincoln,
whom she has with husband Dax Shepard -
“everything” about the movie and has warned them
they could get “big time busted” if they let any-
thing slip. She confessed: “I did explain to my kids
that they can’t talk about it. “I was singing the
songs to them very early on and thank god their
words are still muddled when they’re singing, which
has saved me a couple times when they’ve gone full
voice with a new hit from ‘Frozen 2’ in the middle of
the living room. “I’m like, ‘Oh, oh, don’t.’ I had to
explain to them they couldn’t really talk about it,
this had to be a secret.” She added: “I have told
them the entire plot line. They know everything,
they know all the new characters, they know all the
new songs.  “And they can sing them, but they
know they’re gonna get big time busted if they tell
anyone.”
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